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INTRODUCGCTION

Groveses nto Life i Malayvan Lands deseribes the
experiences ol a vonng Englishman: Jolin Tarnbull
Thomson. while working s in Malaya
(18381841 and abierwards as sovermment sur
veyor (o 8

Written some years
later in New Zealand. e is veliving his vears as a
youth surveving i the hot inhospitabile of
Peninsular M v Then only o dad o I||~ reens his
stories ol erocodiles and o [
rivers with only his Malay servant for company - el
like some gales from an adventure hook, Owr ol

pore | 12

sen. s padd i np e

necessity and alsoas an interest. he soon learned 1o
speak the Malay langoage Tuemly and as the only
non-nflicial I.IIln[! Vi the arca he probably bad @
eloser contaet with the Malays than any ol his fellow
cauprymen. s e ceganls: i lix Dogk. 1 Tl Troe
and unfettered access oo the confidence and sympa-
thies of the people.” A penctrating observer: his com-
ments o the srievances ot M

v ke interest-

ing reading. Nover one ta be over
high pl:
Framk. Tnd

awed by officials in

scsomie of his observations are vefreshingly
- socmuch sothat e decided o publish




Vi INFRODUC HION

gets ol his

this book anonymonsly and some of the 1
CRHCIsms o

ven disguised names. These pames
are elucidared o the chaprer notes compiled for this
repring.

Born-a Glarorum: Farme near Baburgly in e
north of England. on 21 August 1821, Thomson
went 1o sehool with the young Scors and Browns

whose families owned Jarge estes on Penane. \isit-
iz respeeted elder velative in Berwickshire, Daviil
Brown. who owned Chigor estate on Penane. hie siaw

the idyllic paintings of the island by Caprain Robert
St and i became e Elysinm of lis b yhood
dreanis, After o nu|||h ting o course of wathematios af
\berdeen University, e sailed from England with o
commission 1o survey the estutes of Seorr. Brown and
Co.. Penang. He was only o lad of sixteen when he
left liome.

Alier three months ar sea he aevived in S

sapore
in July 1838 wnd carvied on o Malacea and Penany,
where he stayed initially with Duvid Wardlaw Brown
of Glu the son-of hiselder velative. Here e et
an ol sehool friend. James Lo
become famous as the

wha was 10
mnder ol the Journal of the
Indiane Archupelago and  whom Thomson refers
anonymously inthis hook se
stor

notes . Thomson's
Peng the dinner
pacties. and the exeursions out into the counteyside
are delightful and chatty and vead like some iles
from - Somerset Mangham. Afier complet
survey of Penang: he erossed over 1o Provinee
Wellesley o the mainland. where for the nest three
years e led a rough fonely lite surveying in the

s of his first impressions o

jungles often going for long periods withont secing a
single fellow conntryman. His sories of ascending
the great rivers, where his boatman was onee
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whisked off his cance by the il of a crocodile and
devoured. are full of danger and advenwre. It was
during this lonely period of his life thar he got 10
Kknow the Malays well and learned 1o converse freely
in their language

His map of Penang and Provinee Wellesley 1no
included in this reissue ) atracted the attention of the
Governor of the Srraits Sertlements and in 1841 he
OVEFNINENT SUPVeyor to Singapor
o planted fiemly on the

was: appointed
Then aged only 21 his feet wer
ladder to success. Singapore had heen founded only a
couple of decades previously (in 1819) and his de-
seriptions of the young town and its persanalities are
important observarions. By now he had also taught
himself 1o paint, first in water colonr and later in oil.
owadays these pictures. painted with the eyve of an
archit are u priceless record of the early wwn,
Some have been veproduced in hlack and whire in An
Early Survevor in Singapore (1980) and more ve-
cently in colour by Oxford University Press i The
Thomson Paintings (1983).

Thomson remained in office as surveyor. engineer
and architeer to Singapore for a total of twelve years,
during which time he produced a number of detailed
maps of S

wpore town. Singapore Island and

it He also constructed a number of
buildings. bridges. and roads. including Thomson
Road which is still s main highws
island. It was during his great marine survey of
ingapore Strait that he ot 1o know the douglhiy
Captain Samuel Congalion wha did so much 1o sup-
press the pirate mfestation of these waters and 10
whom Thomson pays a fine teibute in this book.

leading across the

Later Thomson was 1o have personal experience of
these pirates during his lonely survey of the east
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coast of the Makay Peninsula and the constrnetion of
the Horsburgl Lighthouse in Singapore Strait, e
lighthouse was probably his gr

diieve-
mentin the avea. but alter two years on the exposed
Pedra Branca voik thirty miles our 1o sea his heald
broke down. which led 10 his final departure from the
region. Sent howe 1o E

iest single

sl onsick leave. he was
K employment inoa more emperate
chimate. And so in 1855 he moved 10 New Zealand
where heeventually beeame New  Zealand's first
surveyor-general.

Tewas i New Zealand thar e compiled this hook
and became o prolific withor. A secand volume
lollowed. Sequel to Some CGlimpses into Life in the
Far East (1865, written in a more serious vein. But
probably his most remarkable effort was his book
Translations from the  Hakavit Abdulle 1874,
written twenty vears after he had lefi Malaya.
which he
teacher of Malay. the

advised 1o se

)
slates the autobiography of his former
wwned Wansvi Abdullah. e
also contributed @ number of articles 1o the Journal
of the Indian Archipelugo of whieh his Aceount of the
Horsburgh Lighthouse (1852 is a classic of its kind.
The lighthouse is stll inouse today and stands as a

fine monument o his whole work m the region.
After three years in office as survevor-general.
Phonison retired (o Invercargill. where he died on 16
October 1884 in the line mansion. Lennel. which he
had dsigned himsell and which is sl lived in by

one of his great grandsons,

Invercargill Johw Hall-Jones
February 1984




SOME GLIMPSES

LIFE

I 1w

FAR EAST.

LONDON:
RICHARDSON & COMPANY, 23, CORNHILL.

1564,

o Translation in reserved.]







PREFACE

I nan long left the regions in which the incidents
related in this work took plice, 1 sought out
other and distant spheres of action und enterprise,
siits

and T became engaged in projects and pur
totally disconnected with the tenor of my former
life. Notwit!
new avocations, I never forgot the Far East, for

standing the absorbing nature of my

it was the arena on which my early life-dreams
were founded ; the seene of my carly struggles and
, whether of joy or

the source of many reminiscenc:
SOrrow.

The ties that bound me to the Far East, it is true,
had been entirely severed ; yet I cast many a fomd
remembrance back to the friends I had left behind
me, and often were my wandering thoughts conveyed
to the spots endeared to me by the 2 ations ol
early manhood.

The time at length came when leisure was given
me. The long winter nights of the temperate zone
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were dull. - My wife must sometimes e engaged in
the duties of the houschold, and the grey cat
purring on the rug was no company after the young
folks had retived.  In this dilomma T was looking
over the advertisements of a wagazine, and a strange
yeb familiar word attr:
most unusual word —a word of no uncommon
length, but if struck me to the very heart. The
word was * Quedah.”” 1 startedas if T had seen the
host of my old Malay friend “Oamut.””  Who can
write abont Quedah, o as I write it “ Keddalhi " T
looked again ; it was * Quedah,” by Captain Sherard
Oshorn, TN, Osborn, T reflected; can this be
the little midshipman who used to be in gunboat
No. 3, commanded by Jadee? I must write at

d my attention. Tt was a

once to my bookseller, and see what young Oshorn
has to say about my old Malay haunts. 1 beg his
pardon, T see he is now “C.B.,” and an  Oficier de
la Legion @ Honnewr.”

The book duly came by post, with the old Corn-
hill stamp on it. I rolled my arm-chair close to
the fire, ordered the children off to their beds, and
finished every syllable of Osborn, even to the risk
of a curtain lecture—happily few and far between.
“Quepan” rolled up old memories. My old Malay
acquaintances flickered before my mind's eye like
phantasmagoria. T felt myself paddling up the
Jurn again with Oamut, Doih, Abraim; and Yusof.
I thought, “ Young Osborn had more in him than
I gave him credit for. He has written a most



TREFACE, il

spirited and interesting hook about his adventures
Malayan waters. The winter nights are long;
why shonld I not write another book about Malayan
ds?’  No sooner thought than begun. T pro-
led to my selfzimposed task.
1 have heen too long separated from the dramatis
rsone to have otlier than systems to deal with.
e actors and incidents transpired nearly thirty
ears buck. In what I have related, therefore, I
we only one object in view—viz, to give an
illustration of the Far-Iastern social system as |
found it. Incidents cannot be velated without
Taying persons to speak and uet for you.  So when
ave had to dilate on private persons and events,
e names, dates, and places have heen so changed
to exclude the possibility of trespassing on confi-
ce.  Wlhen the publie acts of public men e
viewed, T have been less tender.  When T write
regarding the avariee, venality, or ridiculous im-
propriety of public men, the names attached tu the
parties are fictitious. A1l are long ago dead and
{gone, so the feelings of mnocent and surviving
fiends must be respected. This has been the
isagrocalle part of my undertaking ; but T felt my
strations would not have been complete without
it If any now living should take my eritical
sketches to themselves, let them look back thirty
Years, and they will not (ail to detect one or two
other individuals to whom the sketches are equ:
applicable. It is always more agreeable to |
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than to blame ; and if some of those whom I have
mentioned with respectful admiration be yet living,
T trust they will forgive my audacity.

1If this first volume be deemed worthy of public
aftention, then I will bring out the second, which
is nearly ready for the press. But I await the
verdict,

With the above remarks, T now offer my winter's
work to the discerning public.

Tue Avraor.
London, Jun. 1864,

1. Capuiin Sherard Osborn RN, CB. wuthor of Quedah o Stray:
Liaves from a Jouraal in Malayan Waters. London. 1857, Osborn's
buok sirvives arongst Thomson’s sollection in New Zealand and
Thomson Tus obviously wsed it rodel for bis own hook which his

wvery similur formo

2 Lombon: V8o perbaps another examaphe of the anthor's “cover

wp Themson wrote this book from his house i Dunedin, New
Zealundd, while T wiss spiyiiis i Chief Surveyor feom e Prsinee
of o
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SOME GLIMPSES INTO LIFE

1w

THE FAR EAST

CHAPTER T
THE $TRAITS OF SUNDA.
Towarns the end of June, 183—,' the gallant
barque (——, of G——, was bounding over the
waves, borne by favourable and gentle gales.  'We
had been three months out of sight of Old England,
and were now expecting to see the land of our
destination. The captain and 1 were in the fore-
top-gallant yard [or hours, in the hope of sighting
the mountain tops. All was anxicty, after so long
@ voyage.  Our fellow-pas by overstraining
their eyes, imagined that they
we did; yet Christmas Island was first descried
from the mast-head long after they had persuaded
themsclves that they had seen it from the deck.
Belief is often the offspring of desire.  How lovely
did the woody slopes and sandy beaches of that
lonely isle appear to us as we sped past it on our
way to the far-fiumed Java! A restless night sue-
5

saw Lmd fong before
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ceeded, and {he evening of the next day found us
ander the lee of Sunda, The ralling waves subsided
o a dead calm; and, lute in the evening, the ripple
of the land wind was observed to be approaching.
Snddenly the Scotch fervier was seen running
sniffing along the weather bulwar Tts delicate
ccont had detected the aromatic gale of Tndia about
which T had so often read, and which I now hegan
to inhale with satisfaction and delight.

We lay down that might in our berths intensely
longing for the scene that was to open ont upon the

morrow. Yo it was full daylight, and the glorious
tropical sun had appeared faar
before T awoke. 8o when T came on deck he was

above the liovizon

illuminating, with lis golden rays, the forest-clud
mountuins of Java, and tinging with rich purple the
cxuberant vegetation ol the shores and valleys.
The witers were as calm as glass ; now no longer of
fhie hue of the deep blue ocean, bub of the brown-
ish-green of shallow seas. We had entered the
portal of the Indies, and lay abreast ol Anjier.
Shall T attempt a description of the scene? T fear
it is of little use. Certain it is that this morning
in the Straits of Sunda often reeurred fo my memory
as the most brilliant 1 had ever witnessed.

The mountains of Java, the islnds of the straits,
andl the more distaut land of Sumatra, ll covered
with luxuriant tropical vegetat ion,—the mists

rising
from the valleys bringing out the foreground with
distinctness,—the greaf, beauly and gracefuluess of
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groves and elumps of tall paln trees—the lazy
smoke of the villages in the bays—the fantastic
s of the native vessels—the tall white sails of
, European Indiamen, and the square tautness of
Dutch men-of-war—all these, under the balmy,
thing, and mysterious influence of an Eastern
¢y, riveted onr searching yet unsatisfied gazo.

ut another source of attraction soon appearad.
twenties, and fifties, of small canoes are seen
g off from the shore. When distant, the
t of the raised arm and paddle on each side is
curious.  On they come, in their tiny crafts,
eing, with the swiftness of fishes, and the mirth
children.  We are soon surrounded.  The older
ors of our crew, communicate, in @ jargon known
themselves, and, apparently, understood by the
atives. 'I'hat javgonis a compound of Portuguese,
lee, and Malay, and soon effiets ils desived
Confidence is blished ; and we are sur-
rounded by a new world and new things of the
‘most varied and comprehensive deseription.  First
‘the Javanese—copper-caloured, small-featured, well-
modelled, and often handsome, at other times
‘monstrously ugly—his teeth dyed Dlack and filed
Jnto the form of those of a saw—-a roll of tobacco
Ubehveen his lips, a handkerehicl bound round his
‘head, and o sareng vound his loins.  He is nature's
ehild, and she has made him o gentleman, soft in
‘manners, clastic in gait, easy in conference.  Bat
‘what lias he brought with him ?  Strange things,
(R
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too varied to enumerate. Bright plumaged birds
in bamboo cages, fowls with black hones, cats with
knobs instead of tails, shaddocks as large as a
child's head, bananas, cocon-nuts, fish, ducks, apes,
monkeys, &, &e. The chatter and clatter, the
joking and chaffing, the bargaining and selling, the
Dbabylon of tongues —all served to dispel grave
thoughts.  Wonder and curiosity gave way to
mirth and familiarity ; and, ere evening came on, we
were learned in the commodities of Sunda, and no
doubt could have enlarged freely on the various
topics of that day to friends we left hehind us, had
our steps been homeward again.

18385, Thomson wits Lot an 21 Augnsr 121 w0 would
Loin June 183




CHAPTER I1.

DBATAVIA.

T capital of Netherlands India was well known
me through the writings of Captain Cook, Craw-
d, and Windsor Earle.  The impressions of it T
derived from these authorities were by no
s favourable,  So deadly and frequent were its
ers said to be, that the harbour had carned the
ame of “ the white man’s grave.”  The knowledge
f this hung as a dreary incubus on my spirits,
ing the whole voyage; and many were the mis-
ngs 1 had, when 1 learned that we were {o
ain here a month.  Howeyer, as humanity can
pare itself for hanging, so we prepared our
nds to undergo the ordeal of a month’s con-
nce in the dreaded place. The countless
nds—some of which were elothed with verdure,
nd beantiful to behold—were pointed out as we
d them, and suid to be peeuliarly liable to
When anchored amongst the shipping, all
we could discern was a low tower and some
ed roofs, hidden behind a low fringe of serub,
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stretehing for miles along the margin of the enlm
waters.  There were mountains in the inferior; hut
the Daze liffed only once durving owr sojourn to
display them. Batavia, from the harbour, appeared
as dismal as our precomeeived notions had led us to

anticipate.

On stepping on shore at the « Booms,' some
interesting reflections were ealled forth. Now we
had reached the fabled * BEast,” renowned in
Arubian tales,—the boundary of the Venetian
world,—the mysterions “Java Mujor” of Marea
Polo, a region unknown to the Greeks or Romans—
populirly known to the modern British as the
ishnd of the deadly upas tree.”  Strange land,
land of the aromatic spices, the nulmeg, and the
clove,  Land from whence came sugar, coffee, sago,
and rice. A land through which alone could the
curious Japan ware be obtained.

We pulled up a long canal, infested by alligators
and crowded with grotesque native eraft. The na-
tives, in their curious costumes, squatted lazily on
the decks, or, if engaged in hoating, kept time, as
they rowed along, to shrill and incoherent songs.
Bach verse ended with a howl—loud, vigorous, yet
majestic. Hence the Javanese have obtained the
name of ** sea-dogs ” from the Maluys.

As we entered the city, new and unaceustomed
objects arrested our attention; such as the native
soldier, barefooted, keeping watch at the portal—
the rows of whitewashed, red-tiled, old-fashioned
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Jooking buildings ; the large-leafed plantain; the
tall stems of the cocoanut and betelnut-trees, rising
far above the houses, and shading the strects with
their immense bunelies of feather:like leaves,  Then
there were also the diversified costumnes of the
different nations ;—the sombre-clothed Malay and

Javanese, the whit
dressed and  Lald- |mtul Chinese, the green-robed
and yellow-turbaned Arab, the white, blue, red and
orange-clothed Hindostanee. Bach, in turn, attracted
the notice of the uninitintad.

At lungth we arrive ut the merchant’s office. We
gaze around, as onr ca

ceted  European, the loosely-

ain introduces his Dills-of-

lading to the inspection of the head of the firm.
ants

How pale and emaciated do the European assis
appear!  Yet they assure us that they are in good
health.  How yellow and sunken ave the eyes of

that quondam Lowland favmer!  Our first impres
sions made our hearts sink within us; the Far East
being our destination for many long years,

We were taken to the Resident’s office, to obtain
leave to remain six weeks in Batavia. The non-
compliance with this ceremony subjects us to a fine
of 500 (fanes— (why should the Duteh be alraid of
us?)  We pass along many vows of dark-com-
plexioned little officials, and wonder how they are
able to exact so much from (ree-born, full-grown
Englislimen.  We suceuinb, and pass fhie ordeal.
At length we stand before the great man, who sits
in g dark room with green blinds to lis windows.
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He is deferential and polite ;—our self-esteem re-
vives,—and we feel thankful, bow, and retire.

Now we eall a carriage drawn by two little ponies.
We drive through the dusty streets, though we in-
vite suffocation. Yet the
ticoed and piazzaed, house after house is pussed. The
thatehed dwellings of the mnatives are gone by

¢ is charming.  Por-

and now we stop before the palace of Veltevreden.
Evening comes on, and ot pour all classes of the in-
habitants, The Dutch paterfamili
ing daughters, parades the verandabs, or lounges
along the canal banks. Here Enropean Holland is
reproduced. The band performs, and military men
on their

, with his charm-

hargers prance around the plain.  The
wealthy civilian, with his delicate white lady, dashes
past in his carriage and pair.  The merchant-trades-
man and the shipanaster emulite the latter, often

accompanied by their copper-coloured, dark-eyed,

black-haired mistresses.

Crawfurd had deseribed it.
We are carvied to the hospitable roof of the ship's

consignee, and we find it to be a stately mansion of

Batavia proved 1o be as

the pure Dovie order.  We alight and ascend steps
of marble, and proceed along galleries of white
marble.  We are introduced to the lady of the
house ;—she is dr

sed in white, as if for a marriage
oraball. We are offered sherry and bitters ; then ere
long we withdraw to the dining-hall.  This is open
to the air on three sides, and the cool land-brecze
walts its grateful perfume across our burning cheeks.
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The hum of myriads of insects fills the air. Every
Zish on the table
only to be hastily taken offt and replaced again.
Soup, fish, joints, curries, puddings, fruit, and wine
are discussed.  Native servants crowd around to
watch each motion—to minister to cach desire. Our
host and hostess charm us with their urbani

is covered with a gauze covering,

wen-

impressions

tleness, and true good feeling. Our fi
alter, and our hearts expand. Coffee suceeeds dinner,
and time is beguiled in conversation, or ab billiards.
At 10 o'clock we retive, in that soothed disposition
which is best enjoyed after periods of doubts, mis-
givings, or over-excitement.

After 10, the tokuy most likely makes aequaintance
with the stranger. It is a hous
and single note is almost human.

zard, whose voice

Familiar, by the descriptiong of Crawfurd, with
the licentions
in the truth of the same by the passing scenes of
the day, T was startled at the view of the eouch
that had heen as
over an outhouse, detached from the main building ;

abits of the Batavians, and confirmed

igned me. It stoad in the room

and in such a position was well snited for intrigue,
There lay a flignre—long and slim—in the centre of
the bed. 1 started;—for T was yet guilty of being
modest.  The figure lny motionle
courage, and I glnced :

This gave me
in, It was deadly still.
rted to
the Jady of the house—her high-toned virtue and

—Could it be human? My thonghts rev

dignity, I felt annoyed af my s wspicions. T ad-
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yanead, and, removing the coverlet, to my amnse-
ment and relief found the canse of my perturbation
to be a snow-white bolster, laid lengthways in the
bed! What was its object, next morning’s conver-
sation enlightened me.  The longitudinal bolster is
an essential portion of bed-furniture, used by the
old residents to allay the pangs of indigestion with
which they are habitually troubled ;—and in after
years T also came to know its value.

L Jobas Crinw .t ompeny Fast Tidin Compony. o
rimlist was osident w Smgapr from 18
lussic History of the bidean. Arehipefige s puldished o0
solses in 1620, Windsor Farlo was anothier serautle servant of e
whiose biook o the vegion, Phe Lastern: Spes. was el

Gomy

oin s iy




CHAPTER I1L
THE LAST PIUNGE,

At the end of July we were abreast of Pulo Lo,
at the south-west extreme of the China Sea. I shall
ver remember it, with its steep wooded sides, rising
a cone out of the sen. The wind blew fair,
and our voyage was agrecable; but deep gloom
rvaded each countenance; there was much sicks
ness, and one of our number was about being
launched into the deep.

The month that we Jay in the roads of Batavia
had its usual consequences,—hall the erew were
laid up with fever, and three of them died. The
first of these was now about to receive u sea-hurial
abreast of Pulo Tayo. Pulo Tayo has always had
@ gloomy aspoet to my recollection, as it stands a
‘monument of the scene now enacted.

The deceased sailor had been known as the
strongest man on board; and, as 1 now scanned
his pallid face, passive and immoveable, turned
venwards, I read my first lesson in the weaknoss
of humanity, and the uncertainty of our earthly
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tenure.  The body was wrapped in eloth by the
sail the feet were shotted, and the corpse was
stretelied on a board covered by the Union Juck.
The board was laid resting on the gangway. All
those enpable of being present stood around, while
our Scotel captain read to lis Preshyterian crew,
the touching and affeeting burial service for the
wad as contained in the Prayer-book of the English
Church. This he did with humble and reverent
tones. At the conclusion of the service, the board
wils od, and the body plunged into the sea.
The waters gurgled over our late fellow-voyager,

the vessel sped on her way 5 and no trace remained
of the spol af which one honest fellow had been
consigned to his long home,

Our second mate was the next vietim — a stout
young man of plethorie habit, and lugubrious dispo-
sition,  On the voyage out, T often used to accom=
pany him in his wateh, when the turn of his
conversation would always be towards the melan-
choly.  He was fond of spinning a long yarn, and
these yarns were dismal, sickly, and depressing.
His last voyage had been to Demerara, where he
had been in hospital for six weeks. The whole of
his companions had died of yellow fever and bluck
vomit. He would relate minutely the ghastly
details of the fevered and deadly couches of his
companions ; and he rose to a kind of eloquence
when deseribing his own sensations. The CGuinea
{rade of Africa was also a fertile subject of conver-
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gation ; and Batavia, with all its horrors, mave a zest
to his narrations,—pleasurable, apparently, to him,
gppalliu_[: to our raw inexperience.  As a Malay
tells tales about tigers, when we are passing through
their tracks, so did he not abate a jot of pungency
in his sad and sickening particulars.

‘While lying in the harbour, I slopt in my eabin
out of the draught ; he, poor fellow ! had his bunk
in the round-house, heated by the fierce rays of the
sun. It was unbearable. Ile consequently slept
on deck, exposed to the night air and missma.
This T believe to have been the cause of his prema-
ture death., A fellow-passenger exposed himself in
the same way, as did many of the crew, and he and
they were all taken ill of fever.

Our feeble old cook was the next vietim, and he
and the second mate were buried in  Singapore
churchyard,—a heautiful and romantic resting-place,
sloping towards the harbour on the eastern face of
Government Hill." On ret urning to Singapore, after
some years' absence, I sought the graves of my

fellow-voyagers, but there was no mark nor sign
to denote where the C——s had been buried.

L Covevnmment FRILis oo Kavowe s Baee Gaening Ll



CHAPTER 1V.
SINGAPORT.
“Sryearore shoy!” exclaimed the man at the
mast head as the white houses and shipping rose
above the horizon while we were abreast of the
large red cliffs,  We hailed the “Queen of the
Bast " with no small pleagare, for we felt we were
about to be relieved from the sorrows of the last
month,  We soon man up to the shipping and
howaters. How delightful the
change from Batavia Roads! How striking the

anchored in Bri

contrast! Tnthe foreground, busy eanoes, sampans,
and tongkangs bore their noisy and laoghing nafive
crews about the harbour, The stafely  Hyacinth ™
showed the pennant amongst numbers of English
merchantmen.  Ilundreds of Chinese junks, and
Malay prows, lay further in shore. DBehind these,
stretched n sandy beach, glistening in the sun, and
overhung by the graceful palm trees, the glory of
Singapore planters.  In the centre of the landscape
was CGovernment Hill, with its verdant lawns and
snug bungalow ; and at its base were the ware-
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and mansions of the merchant princes,
d these was to be seen the comely undulating
skground, alternately covered with the mighty
st trees, and gambier and pepper gardens.

The tallness of the forest trees standing alone, or
lumps on the halt-cleared hills and islands, gave
majesty to the scemery that 1 bhave observed
there else.  The forest frees in thus rising into
atmosphere upright and in full verdure on the
tops of the hills, proclaimed that they
hed in a clime characterized by serenity and
se.

fe landed, next morning, with the captain ; and
de him good-bye, 1 left the captain to seek for
end whose worth, gentleness, charity, and disin-
sted henevolence are widely lmown overthe “ Far
ast.” Al who had the good fortune to enjoy his
acquaintance, will bear witness that these were the
htributes of the Tate Capfain William Seott, !

My stay in Singapore was short. T sailed that
e evening for Penang, so my impressions were
woand hasty.  The Buropeans seerned hearty and
ibust, good-humoured and hospitable.  Well do I
“yemember Colenmu’szrezldy Jjoke and smart repartee.
The little Malay Tioys who ply in the creek, lave
aftracted the notice of all voyagers. 8o also have
the bustling scenes on the Boat Quay, and Cireular
Roud ; for these are frequented by a mixed popula-
tion intent on their various oceupations.  Here is a
“conglomeration of all eastern and western nations,
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Subjects of nations at war are friendly here, they
are hound hand and foot by the absorbing interests
of commerce. The pork-hating Jew of Persia
embraces the pork-loving Chinese of Chinchew.
The eow-adoring Tlindoo of Benares hugs the cow-
slaying Arab of Juddali, Even the Englishman,
proud yet jolly, finds it to his interest to unbend,
and associate with the sons of Shem, whether it be
in commerce, in sports, or af the banguet.

The long rows of piazzas, the whitewashed build-
ings covered with tiles, the low but cool and com-
fortable bungalow, the princely mansions in the
suburbs, the fine esplanade, the umbrageous arsen
troes®and the tall 2 trees, were each the subject of
remark in turn.  But Ineed say no more at present
as my steps will e directed towards Singapore
again.

Capain Wil Soois wan Hnrbir Nissier at Singofuire. S
sy Clupuee XL
> o Dromgold Colenmn, Supernivadent of Pidibic Works

it Singipore. sl desiisod b of proisens hildings e
carly

3 From Thomson™s i
absionshy refernme o the s e,

iption of this ‘mubrageons’ e, heis




CHAPTER V.
PHIL MALACCA CAPTAIN,

WOKE after u sound sleep, hiving laid down upon
meoop.  There was no fear of miasma in the
of Singapore.. I had taken my passage in a
brig bound for Penang, but could not. obtain
room fill we had arrived at Malacea, whiely, at
season (August), is u day’s sail from Singapore.
eabin of the little brig had no closed berths;
our skipper liad his wife on board ; so this was
cause of my exclusion.

rubbing my eyes, T found we were running
ast the Rabbit and Coney, which is the most
esque locality of the straits; for here, numer-
green islunds, covered with pine-apple gardens,
ed us on all sides.  The alternate mangrove
and glittering sands fringed the islands,
whose sides lapped the sky-blue waters,
ng in silvery spray.

ur little brig was what is called a conntry vessel,
she traded only to the neighbouring settlements.
vaspect differed much from the one 1 had left.

o
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The decks were roughly planked, the sides were
weather worn, thie masts wera unseraped, all had a
slovenly appearance, but what did fhad maftor?
The lateles even were open,— praof that much
vare was nnmecessaryas there were no storms to put
[ Duteh ex-

ws onour wettle. The caplain was o

saction, and spoke hroken Iinglish, tut appeared
Detter at home in Malyy and Hindostanee,  His

lady spoke so much less English than limsell and
so mueh more Malay that T liad some difficulty in
understanding her.  The erew were Bengialese, and
there woere hesides o number of native passengers.
One, v Surat mereliant, aceupied the long: boat,
where lie sat all day chewing bruised riee ind smok=
a low=erowned lat o

ing a hookal.  He wo
coloured clieck, which had no lrin, and he was clud
in white cotton robes, flowing down to his fiet. e
contented, happy—a type

LECTS Were

sab cross-logged,  eusy
of his race ! The other noticeable y
Klings. from the Malabar const. These were nearly
naked, ind squatted on the dec for hours, serubbing
{heir teeth with short sticks.  The Surat merchant
Tt an olive-colonred complesion, and was fat and
flabby.  The Klings and Bengalese were deep
bronze, lean and lanky.

After w re
which was placed on a deal table fixed on the de
An awning was drawn over us, and we thus enjoyed
the luxury of the gentle gales now walting us along.
The breaklast consisted of rice and fish curry, fo

iing wash, we sat down to breakfas
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“which simple dict, thongh new to me, T did ample
just.iuo. The hreakfast was served up by a Javanese
yed

ason far

‘man-servant,— short, copper-colonred, da
Black-haired, and Ulack-toothed.  Their
having the teeth black is that dogs have whife
Jones!  His dress eonsisted of a
bare-footed, bave-legged, and bar
the waist. No uneasiness was [elt on the part of

ong only, heing

bodied, i.e. above

the lady. She had heen aceustomed from her infuney
to look on nealy mnaked natives, Our skipper
talked of the Javanese as a very good boy, very
honest, and not given fo cheating.  The last
characteristic T thought it strange toliear mentioned,

rants

as I had not been accustomed to hear of se
cheating.  The broad good-humoured face of the
Javanese showed that Dees was all that had heen
said of him.

After breakfast, T lounged on the hencoop, watch=
ing the motions of my new shipmates. It was
Sunday, and our captain was a religions man.  He
brought out a large Duteh Bible, and laid it on the
table, This he read attentively, at times muking
English, T was edified

devout remarks in bis be
at first, but, ere long, was disconcerted.  There soon
appeared an idiosyneracy in his conduct that rudely
expelled Sabbath-day thoughts, At intervals of
five and ten minutes, he wonld start up in'u rage at
his erew, bringing forth a volley of oaths and abuse
that frightened me, but that had not the slightest
effect on them. e would then sit down to lis
.9




20 LIFTDIN THE FAR EART,

Bible agnin, and continne his pious exercises, 1 did
not then understand the unomaly—Imt afterwards,
by residence in the country. having got initinted

into the mysteries of the Indian social system, 1
could then unwind it. T iy now explain a little.
Furopeans in the Fast have fo speak two langnages,
—their own to their countrymen, the native language
to their servants,  When they speak fo the former
they are g

censtomend to use the polished tone that
abtains in good society, when they speak to the

Tatter, it is for the purposes of commanding a weak
and letharg
quently foul, overbeaving, and depraved, S0 mueh

¢ race —the general tone is  conse-

does custom become second noture, that 1 have
known ladies to indnlge in the practice withont
themselves appearing to be aware how ill it sounded
from such Tips.

On this my first entry into Anglo-Indian society,
I Tooked on the captain’s movements with astonish-
ment.  To attempt to deseribe them would he pro-
fanity.  Suffice it to say that Bengalese words
mised up with English auths flew out of his mouth
with great volubility, Lut little of which T could
then understand. [ only noticed that when he
applied the word woor (pig), to his native bontswain
that fanctionary’s self-complaisance wonld be hurt,
on which he nrged on his Lagears Ly the ropes-end,
using ab the same time words even more atrocious
than those of his white master.  Here was one
Furopean amongst thirty nafives doing what would
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ereated a mutiny in an English ship before
minutes were over ; but things settled down to
usual listless and soothing routine, and {he
went baek to Lis Bible, Tt vequived but
observation to sec that the natives wore sunl:
) the lowest state of  degradution, amd that their
pander's moral pereoptions had been considurably
tecd,  The relations between himsclf and  lis
v were fixed and settled ; bothiwere habituated to
system, and the erew woull not work nnder iny
er—af least so thought one captain.

Our fave on board was very simple.  Rice, fowls,
‘water,—succeeded by water, fowls, und Tiee, so
before the voyage was ended at Penang, Ty
seriously A1l The fare ol the C—— wus
erous — becf, mutton, potatoes, bisewit, porter,

s

g, and wine partaken of with moderation—and
no bad diet to maintain a growing system.  The
wden: transition to riee and pure w or
ch approved of by teetotallers, did not appear to
ee with my constitution.

ater, hoy

LK Eine" wiss e stanghaedd g i e minetevatly ety o
Inclinns Frinn sontheran du b iy fus el samenlar
Bogncory sewpse ariil i el el




CHAPTER VI.
MALACOA.

We arrived off Malacca on the second morning, and
dropped anchor after breakfast.  In approaching the
roads, we passed through lundreds of fishing Loats,
manned by Malays and  Indo-Portuguese.  The
fishermen held in their hands a bow strung with
sheils, which they rattled in the water at a great
rate. The abject of this of course was not to frighten
away the fish, but to attract them. The philosophy
of this I never had explained to me, further than
that it has been a practice from time immemorial,
M is the Brighton of the Singapore Chinese.
To this place they come to spend their holidays,—to

eat the luseions frait so abundant in- the place,—to
indulge in recreation and repose from the mercantile
anxieties of the great emporium.  Malacea has de-
clined from its former greatness under the Malay,
Portuguese, and Duteh rulers,  Indeed, excepting in
the remains of a great ruined fort, no vestige exists
to tell what the place onee was.

Malay tradition would have it that under native
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jahs the town continued in a line of houses from
Tanjong Kling to Tanjong Tohor.  This could not
have been so.  An explanation of the tradition may
e found in native fondness for hyperbole.  The
town, as it appeared from the roads, consisted of a
of dingy red-tiled houses, much overshadowed
cocoa-nut trees.  In the centre rose a low grassy
, on which the ruins of a Portuguese ehurch’
od.  Tn the interior were ranges of low wooded
5, over whicl again towered out Gunong Ledang
and the mountains of Rumbowe.” Gunong Ledang
is a tall peaked mountain, and is known to Euro-
s a5 Mount Ophir.

We landed at an attap shed, and 1 proceeded
with my intr to a gentl residing in
the settlement. Ile was an * Fast Indian,” or
Seountry-born ™ gentleman, which terms are pre-
ferred to that of “half-caste,” a ferm held to be
opprobrious in this part of the world, My friend
i‘fmving been educated in Turope, in polite circles,
veceived me in & generous, warm-hearted, and
polished wanner, which commanded my profound
‘respect and gratitude.

My friend carried me out to his country seat, two
Jor three miles from fown. e drovee a hooded gig,
‘drawn by one of the smarfest and handsomest little
ponies I lLad ever seen,  The breed is Sumatva,
and is most valnable to the residents of the straits,
The first part of the drive was through the musty.
ose, and adovans China-town @ but, that passed, we

W
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entered into avenues of tall areca and cocoa-nut
trees; thence we skirted the open plain, covered
with rice plots. Now we entered orange, duku,
langsat; and durian groves. Then we passed through

rice fields; at length we rise and wind round a

grassy knoll, on whose set the capacious
cool and suug bungalow of my friend.

Lunch is spread in the verandal, open to fhe

glavious sen breeze'; the prospect is chavming, com-

manding as it does the expanse of rice ficlds, fruit,

and palm groves.  Beyond these are the straits of

£ Dlue and  joyful with wentle zephyrs.
Tero is a charming locality and delightful climate,
calm, dreamy, and soothing. Buf inexorable time
speeds. T am introduced to the lady of the house,
and we sit down to the table.

Girilled fowl, hum, and sweet potatoes, wine and
pale ale, are first discussed. Then the course is
removed, and eheese succeeds. At length the eream
of the banquet is placed on the table. This is the
fruit—pumaloes, oranges, plantains, and  dukus.
The pumaloes and plantains 1 thought delieious,
the duku fascinating, hut my friend said that he
had reserved the best for the last,  He informed me
fhat Malacea was famed in the east for its fruits,
which were to be had in high perfeetion and great
variety.  Ilecounted over to me no less than forty-
he said, *“is
the king of fruits, Theve is no (ruif i the world
that can compete with this.  Our people take

nine species of plantain ; “Dbut Tier
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ges of hundreds of miles fo partake of it
kings of Burmah have fast-sailing packets to
pry it 500 miles that they may taste the valued
ry. Ay! here it is)" continued my host;
e boy brings it.” I look and sec a rough-
oking substance full of yellow yokes or seeds
e forward to the table. But what is this odour?
oked about me furtively, and my friend siniled.
took a momentary glanee at the lady, and she
rhed outright.  The fruit is placed on the table.
des of Cloaeina! what is this? T give a piteous
ce to miy host: be luwghs immoderately. T
ab the contents of the fenit dish, and learn that
the atrociously fostid odours come (rom i, My
host resumes his equanimity, and sees itis no use to
ask me to partalee. T would have held my nose did
good breeding allow it, bt L resigned mysell to my
fate, and looked on. My host proceeded to open
up the disgusting entrails of the horrid-looking
wegetable, and they send forth an odowr o rotten
eggs stivrod up with decayed onions. Ile hands
some of the yokes to his lady, and some fo his
children, and then helps bimsell” Lugely.  Their
attacks are vigorous, their relish is astonishing. [
st admit that, o some Hittle time, my new
friends sank in my estimation. 1 eonld not hive
dmagined such o thing of them. I Tad heard of
Esquimans eating blubber, and Russians cating
Aallow ; but that my polished (riends should eat such
an abomination as this, was beyond my conception.
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The durian, however, is finished in due course,
and its odours evaporate. My self-possession re-
vives, and my host explains the enigma. He said,
“T am not astonished at your dislike to the fruif.
Few Buropeans will partake of it at fivst ; but, wait
a bit, when you come back from Penang o see me
again, 1 will have a very nice one ready for you. I
Jmow that you will then not only like them, but
you will be excessively fond of thew.”  He told the
truth.  Two years afterwards I learnt to perecive
the piquant Havaur, the nnsurpassed delicacy, the
fragrant richness of the durian. 1 have tasted the
frnits, since then, of many parts of the world. Years
have gone by, and T still hold that all fruits are
tame und tasteless when placed beside the fayourite

Malayan king of {ruits.

I' purted with my kind host in the evening, und
wis on board again before dawrk. A noticeable
incident on the way was a drunken Euwvopean, who
was being earried and carefully tended by half-a-
dozen black half-naked natives of the Coromandel
coast. Tt appeared that he was theiv navigator, so
they were carrying him to their vessel, where he
would come rornd again hetore sailing, as on hoard
be could get no spirits,

V. This rofers to the mins of S Pauls Clare which sull
<o o St Paul’s il centead Madicea
2 Rumbowe: modern spelling is Bombar.




CHAPTER VII.
PULO PINANG,

AxeG has Dbeen the subjeet of my thoughts for
The interest of a kind and warm-hearted
, had opened an avenue to this El Dorado.
long and oft-repeated discourses of un elder
tive,'who had realized a fortune heve, ad served
c!ot]uz the spot with golden prospects. His
nareitions  of  adventures originated at
e a.ng amongst the Malays of Sumatra, Borneo,
Johore, which were erowned with ultimate
SUCCESS, SuT led it with an e of ad-
wenturons romance well caloulated to lure the young
adventurer.  The coloured engravings of Captain
Smith,%of the Bengal Engineers, which hung round
the dining-room of my respected velative, furnished
‘materials for a panorama exquisite in beauty, rich in
scenery, comprising as they did gorgeons mansions,
stately woodlands, wide-spreading plains, meander-
ing rivers, gushing cascades, land-locked and snug
harbours. The tout ensemble of these pictures led one
‘to imagine that if there were wn elysium on eartl,
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neeived

it was this.  Suclywere the hases of my prec
opinions of Penang, and the morning of the 7th of
August, 153—found us nearing i,

On finishing breakfist, our Malacea captain looked
out and pointed to land vising in the horizon, some-
ape of a hog’s back : he said, that is

what in the s
Penang. Favoured with the strong gules of the
At
length we found ourselves runming close under the
steep shores of Butw Moau.

south-west monsoon, we rapidly approached i

Now each place #s it opens out is named hy ithe

skipper.  Were iy anficipations realized? 1 con-
fess not.  Deep disappointment laiil its heavy load

on my sp The highlands loomed Tieavy and

shapeless 5 their primeval forests have been

stroyed, and are giving place to mungy patelies of
serub and bare stones.  The shores were muddy,
and [ringed with  serubby mangroves.  On the
Malayan side a few round ngly hiils rose ont of {he
low swampy dismal shore line.  But, as we run up
the channel, George Town rvises —u long line of
red tiles; with a solitary cocoa-nut tree sticking up
biere and theve.  Numerous boats came off filled
with Dald-pated, (e, vound Chinumen, squabbling,
Ting, and Lellowing, in uncouth, parrot-like

voices,  On we o, and anchor elose to u |ull,m-d

Jetty, and a fort shaded by umbrageons frec
I Tand at the jetty, and am hele
bling miked natives, every one wishing to ¢

guored |

SCFAn-

nome
as hisown, T am asked my name. * Whar's vame,
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What's name, sar?  Where youw come from ?
@ you-come from? Where want to go?  Me take
gar! Mo very good an, sar I T Tay aliout me
my silk wabrella, and elepring a lane, jump
a hearse-like conyeyanee, drawn by a pony. T
e the name of my destination, and off we drive,

[ know not where, nor by whom guided ; nor do 1
derstand o single syllable that wy JTehu utfers.
arkness is approaching: we pass along long lines
L red-tiled, dirty buildings, tenanted by Chinese
d natives of Mindostan.  The lines seem in-
minable. At length we rull over a high wooden
arossing a fietid, sloggish, salt water ereck.

i anon we emerge a liftle. The stars peep out ;
e pass through sty native villages, bhuilt with
s and long leaves, tenanted by brown, turbaned,
bald-pated matives.  On we roll, and pass through
low jungle, perehance the haunt of the Malay penio-
mum o robber, At length we came on cultivation
again. My Jehiis froe to his trnst. We enter a
ang avenue bordered by ronnd landsoma Tittle fae
The portals are discorned through a citrved avenne
of arsenna frees, and avon the erviage drives muder
an ample porte-cachive, 1t stops, and (he little pony
with it driver stand panfing, pevspiving, and lreath-
less.

The mamsion of my friend is palatial; all white

pillars, spacious fights of steps, hroad aivy vorandals,



20 LUFE INCETLE FAREAST,

open entrance hall. The Tiveried servants are
gronped about, clothed in white robes. gold-laced
turbans, and bright sashes.  Numerous Tamps cast
their light on the various elegant objects. and display
the pompous grandeur, the lordly array of the
Indian household.

1 The elder edusive’ was Dasidd Brosae of: Beogehshie. who
owned e Glugor e dsbund and whese sone David
Wardlaw Brosan sas bving o Gligor and Tusted Thonsan onhis

arrival there

2 Capraiin Robert St Roval Eogaeers. pamted o seres of

el prewsres of enry Penang e 1620

A7 Anst W38 har is b weehs i o Thomson’s seven-
twenth bivthiiy

e For Gorneallis, whiose s sl s on the o s
Conpge Tiwn




CHAPTER VI

TIE DINNER PARTY.

NaNG, though not inviting in appeaance from
thout, soon improved on hetter acquaintaner. Tlhe
ropean residents were few in number, hut they
hospitable, social, kind, and agreeable. ‘I'ra-
s and passengers are sure fo experience all the
ition that warm heavts and open doors can sup-
The entertainments, public and private, were
quent, brilliant, and lavish, The object of this
pter will be to deseribe a privite entertainment,
howill serve as o type of many of which I had
honour to purtake.
he house helongs to a merchant and planter. [t
ated within the precinets of George Town. Tt
pillared and verandahed mansion, with ground
upper floor,  Gireen venetians close in the upper
Gows, which admit or close out the shifting bhreezes,
Pleaswre. A large red-tiled roof of rigidly plain
fontures covers the whole. Various fruit trees are
nted in the enclosure or compound, elean grayel
s lead up to the portico, undér which the visitor
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arvives.  The front ol the house communds a view
of the osplanade, the fort, and the harbour. The
avsenma frees in the fort were o heantiful feature ;
but, like many old friends, perehance haye now dis-
appearved.

But, fo proceed, the

st visitor ar at seven

patin €

caetly.  He drives up in his buggy drawn by

a smart picbalded Acheen pony.  His servant, or as
lie calls him his boy, sits beside him, and his groom
ce s by the side.  He is dressed in suow-
and waisteoat.  His coat is black,
forage cap, with white cover, is on his head, and his

white tronses

shoes are of canvas, pipeclayed, excepting at the
e of black
condueted

extreme points of the toes, where they

japauned leather. e steps down, and is
by the host up-stairs toa verandah brilliantly lighted
for the occasion. Here le is introduced to the
hostess sitting in state. Compliments are passed,
and mine host asks hin il he has brought his white

Jjacket, 1f so, he retires, and dons the easy, cool,
upper dress of Tndia. Other visitors arrive, and the
same process is gone through.  Such gentlemen us
have brought their ladies, hand them over to
the obliging care of the hostess und her maid ser-
vants or ayahs,  Sherry and bitters stand on a side
table for the gentlemen to partake of, and whet
their torpid appetites. Al having arived, the first
difficulties of the host commence, The ladies and
gentlemen are apportioned, and their rights of pre-
cedence weighed with the strictest regard torule, not
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s giving entire satisfaction to the ladies, The
proceeds down stairs and enters the dining
where the family silver is spread in its full
mt and variety,  The visitors now advanee
mnly to their respective positions.  The ladies.
themselves, and the gentlemen fullow,  Exqui-
y white napkins with fancy bread are laid before
Il a elergyman be present, in deforence
him, a grace is asked for. Different soups in
silver tureens, occupy the ends and middle of the
le—mock turtle and mulligatweny Dheing the
urites.  The native ser
ies, advance and stand with folded arms behind

ts, in their gandy

masters and mistresses. Now the soups are
ved, and the clattering of spoons commences ; the
is broken, and the joke, langh, and vepartee go

Soups over, mine host asks his leading lady guest
take wine; this example is followed by all the other
itlomen.  Meantime the soup has been cleared
and the next course (fish) tukos

$ place.  Now

the place.  The sole and the snangan of Penang
ceed in delicacy of flavonr the fish' of all other
parts.  Here again the brisk clatter of forks proves
the goodness of the enter

The fish is cleared off, and now come joints of
sweet Bengal mutton, Chinese eapons, Keddah fowls
and Sangorn ducks, Yorkshive hams, Java pota-
toes, and Malay wbis.  The conversation way
D

5
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louder, and the ladies unbend from their rigidity.
Tlis eourse comes to an end and a general ronnd of
drinking healths takes place.  Meanwhile the table
is cleared, and the next course, whicli is a short one
of rice and curry, sueceeds ; Uhis is accompanicd with
sambals of pungent taste, Bombay ducks, and Caum-
par roes, salted turtle eggs, and omelettes.

The introduced neighbours condescend o take
wine with éach other; meanwhile the table is cleared
and the dessert succeeds,—macearoni pudidings,
shapes, and  custards. Now champagne is more
freely poured forth, and a huge cheese is placed on
the table.  This is discus
alo. A rosy pink for the first time Dlushes in {he

o with libations of pale

cheeks of the elimate worn anl pale ladies—a bril-
The gentle=
mon discuss the topics of the diy. These topies

Tiant moment of their former sclves.
are not often political, but genorally passing events,
aielr as the last government ball, the last case of
pivacy, or the progress of the Keddah

1 now
raging, Tuanku Mahomed Saad'is a hero in their
eyes, though a ruffianly piate in the eyes of the
Company’s officials, At last the table is cleared of
its cloth, and numerous [ruits, with wine, are placed
on the polished red wood. The inimitable duvian is
excluded, as also fhe eoavser juek and chumpada; bat
the mangosteen, mango, pumaloe,  langsat,  rose
apple, popya, and plantain find a plice. The exeel-
lencies of caeh draw abundant atfention, suvpri

the stranger with their variety of qualities—jicenlia-
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es of fllavour ecnchanting to the most fastidious

Tt is now 9 pan. and the ladies vetive to the
wing-room on the upper floor.  The gentlemen
while, probably a quarter to hall an ]mm and
-h en follow. The drawing-room is capacious, high,
d airy. Tts walls and eeiling ave whitewashed ;
floor is covered with Bengal mats,  To the Eng-
Jish taste, the furniture is plain.  Glass shaded
mps are arvinged round the walls.  The effect of
is pleasing and brilliant,  The white dresses
‘and jewellery of the lndies ave now set off to the lest
vantage.

- Coffee and tea are served, and form an antidote to
the stronger beverages previously indulged in. The
Jadies now receive that expected attention {rom the
more gallant portion of the gentlemen visitors,
Mhe piano is opened, and a duct is played.  The
ard players retire to a snug cool eud of the verun-
dah, where also brandy and water may be had ad
libitwm.  The young ladies take their turn at the
pmno, and it may be the room is eleared for
'ﬂmcmv The China scarf over that young officer’s
shoulder shows where his heart has gone to. A
swarm of butterflies flicker round that young
English rose just arrived—she is enraptured, and
pities her pale sisters—poor things ! The hostess is
all smiles and complacency, indulgently anxious
about the comforts and amusements of her visitors,
ind our host secks out with generous affability such
D2
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young and unknown strangers as have had entrée to
thie enfertainment.

"Tis 115 now the matrons show symptoms of
moving. The party is hroken up, and long strings
of conveyances, with their spangling lavops, are soon
moving homewards along the level street,  Here we
may close also.

1 For o Tl it af e Kokl priseesee e 157




CHAPTER IX.

THE CHUTCI,

p the Onglislt be the true choreh, it was evident
e East India Company did not think so. True,
Company paid their chaplains munificently s buf
was not to teach much, but to preach little.
e, hundsome churches were erected at {he prinei-
stations; but it was not for religion's suke,
e abstruse point of policy, heyond the compre-
Thension of ordinary minds, no doubit was the moving:
It s evident their support was not owing to
Indian requirements, as Huropeans in those days
seldom attended church, und the natives were
lromedans or pigans.

o say it was the patronage afforded to the poli-
tical bench of hishops in Parliament assembled,
would be an unamiable suggestion. We will, there-
fore, not guess at this,  Certain it is that it could
ot be for the sake of their native subjects, as pro-
selytism was forbidden nnder the heaviest pains and
penalties. The extension of the benign influence of
(Christian doctrines and practice thus evidently
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formed none of the moving causes of the Company's
liberal sapport of the Chureh of England.

Penang churah'is o little gem in the wilierness
of unbelief and superstition,  Its Dorie portico, with
coupled columns, standing boldly out before a chaste
and modestly ornamented facade, speaks to the eye
of the artist; its small hut elegant tower und spire,
shooting up amongst the casuaring and arsenns
groves, recall to memory the common, but grateful
feature of an English landseape.  Before the church,
stands a handsome monument to the memory of
Captain William' Light? the founder of the settle-
ment, construeted at the expense of one of the mer-
chant princes of the island.

Let us enter the chureh at Sunday-morning ser-
vice. The interior is in the purest taste fitted for
the climate, The pews are not boxed in, but an
open railing closes round each. The smallest breath
of air can flow through the nave. It is fitted up
with the most serupulous cire for the comfort of
the congregation. Two dark pagans draw the long
punkahs over the heads of the assembled worship-
pers, and another is seen busily pumping air into
the organ up in the gallery. Our first shock is
experienced.

Let us scan the congregation. The church is
seated for 300 or 400. There are twenty wor-
shippers.  Five young ladies sit in one pew,—yellow,
meagre, emaciated, One fine old veteran sits in
another pew ; and an honest black woman, lis wife,
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A in muslins, sits in the pew behind him. A
bald-headed gentleman sits in another pew,
3 himself continunusly with a Ching fan. A
cadaverous-looking wentleman occupies another
but he stretehes his long legs throngh (he
upon the next seat in front of him. One
ome Dbranette, with a prematurely withered
, cceupies another pew. These, and a few
from the garrison, compoyse the congregation.
ut: now the organ peals forth ifs soul-inspiring
, and the clergyman and his clerk enter.
both difler greatly from the home genus.
Phe responscs are read hy the clork with a flippant
,, nor do the congregation join in any way what-
wer, Ilis insincere enunciation of carnest suppli-
ions have no seconders, All is silent as the
. The psalms are given out; our clerk
not condeseend to sing, nor do the congrega-

The poor pagan in the gallery causes the
ly sounds that are sent up to the All-powerful, the
I-beneficent,—to what end ? The sermon is short,
I, and unpractical. Tt indulges only in the com-
monest platitudes, sleepy and unattractive. This
er, no charity is asked; buf the pagan in the
allery canses the organ to send up the only sounds
worthy to e listened to on that day. The syees
ng our conveyances underneath the portico, and
disperse.
~ And does this curate of souls visit his people P—
No! What does he do®—He plants nutmegs.
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What is his stipend 2—1200% per annum,  Why
does he not go amengst his people? —Simply be-

cause heis not wanbed,  The woral inflnence of the
gentle English womun had wot vwde ifsclf [t here,
Is he to blume —Not entively ; he is the child of
civcumstances, and lis healthy English nature has
orious field for
a really earnest Christion minister '—ten thousand

altered according Bub what a

souls to be saved! The settlement is steeped in
the darkness of paganisia.  Troe,—but the fiell is
not his. iy earthly musters forbid him to be an
apostle to the beathen, and his heavonly Master’s voiis
neglocted ! e is the baova padre, or
great man's priest: not the eooly padre, or poor
wan's minister,  Ile is beve because he is well paid
for it; and his only thonghts wee low to muke
money and et out ol the place,

mands

1. Here Thomson s wriving about S Ge
towit: which is sl iserd foe sor=hipy gk

2 William® Light i< abwionly b s Thomsun o velerring
ot mntent o Caprain b rancis Light. the founder of Ponung. in
Gt of St Genrze's Chured e g Jove been diinking of Friocis
Light's on. Willin. who Tl vt i first
Suryeyor-Groeral of ol Austeadi. and whon aghe o boos
Known 10 Thomson

s Clirel, Gonrae-




CHAPTER X

MECCAW EE.

wiltly ; and eve long T have learnt the
tive langiaes. My duties take me wmongst the
ves, and L have a new wide world opened to
Amongst the elicst of the native gentle-
T met, was Meedawee, an Avab priest, v native
ca—for lie lind theee marks on his cheek, the
mp of his holy native cify. M
omedan, 4 man of influence with the Malay
pulation, and, as sach, if not courted, was taken
e of and patronized by the leading European
idents, official and non-offieial. 1 had frequent
itercourse with Mecouwee at the hospitable house
a friend, where he was not only made weleome,
ut where he came and went as the most intimate
of friends, Meccawee being a Malomedan, would
wot sit at table with his Christion [viends; but on
ther scores he had no compunetions of religion or
dice.  He drank lis sherbet, and munched

on the understanding {hat theve were
in the former, nor hog's-lard in the latter,




42 LIPE IN TUT FAR EAST.

Intimately acquainted with the various soctdl and
tion

political movements ol the natives, his conver:

was interesting and entortaining. At ihis time the

war of Tuanku Malomed Saad was going on, on
the opposite shores, against the Siamese; and this

was a lertile subjeet of discussion hetween him and
his f
the pigs of idoluters who were now, with the as

5. He would fulminate anathemas awmm(

ance of a British frigate, crushing the spirit ol in-
dependence that had long Tived in Keddal; and he
was thoroughly sympathised with by the Buropean
merchants and planters, who, with the true instinets
of Jolm Bull, sided with the oppressed, whether
right or wrong.

In these dis
But ill-advised friend, expatiating to the surround-
ing and puzzled Malays on the glories of liberty,
equality, and (raternity. e nrged them to resist

sions, I remember a well-meaning

the oppressor to the last, and, holding a billiard-cue
in his hand, le would show them, to their infinite
delight, how he would run-a-muck amongst the
Rajult of Ligor's terrified and flying soldiers. He
forgot at the same time the parallel between the
English and Siamese governments. But this was
of little consequence. His auditors’ views had not
a large range, nor were they imbued with the feel-
ings of our revolutionary friend ; they were pro-
foundly ignorant of all such doctrines, contenting
themselves with the fact that there were rajahs
(princes), and ryots (people), and that there was




MECCAWEE. 4%
'

useol rajahs without ryots, or ryots without
8.
n these discussions our friend Meceawee would
place to our revolutionary {riend, sit in his
er chair, smoke lis host’s cheroots and sip his
made with an air of supreme satisfaction. He
s contented with the good things of Fulo Fee-
as he pronounced it; his interest in Keddah
pendence was not sufficiently strong to induce
n to undertake the hardships of a campaign.
der the Altai mountains with their rough and
ing climate, Meccawee might have been a fina
restless, and enterprising follower of Ali—in
dreamy airs of the Straits, he was easy and list-
8. But he would wake up, at times; and, taking
we in his hands, he would challenge his intrepid
iite friend to u game at billiards—Dhere he was
hard to heat.

Meceawee dressed in flowing robes, red sandals,
d gold-threaded turban of enormous dimensions.
0f a leather-coloured countenance, and thin in body,
was wiry as became the child of Arabia.  His
house was situated on a snug sandy beach, covered
h cocoa-nut frees, which gave a grateful shade
uring the day. DBut to his house he did not invite
most intimate friends. They were exeluded
with such jealousy as is only known to the Mussul-
In front of his house was a pondoh or shed
posts. To this place we were escorted when
ing our respects. Coffee and cheroots were soon
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provided by his dark Abyssinian attendant, and here
we would enjoy the cool sea hroezes for hours together,
Meceawee's great dread was of pirates, who at
this time frequently pouneed on the inhabitants of
the sea shores, and ca nto
other Malay states:  One time, near the middle of
the night, we made an inroad upon Meecawen's
hospitality, and were recoived by him in u great
state of fright. He was swinging his long sword
round his head in a manner which proved that it
would have been difficult to have carried him off,
But pirates may not have heen the only cause of

ied them off

trepidation.  Meceawee was an Arab, and a hand-

some man. He was popular amongst the Malay
Jadies, and his moral code gave him considerable
latitude. Tt was pretty fr
not contented with the limits of his own havem.
True it is, in quarrels, divorces, exoreisms of eyil

hinted that he was

spivits, Meccawee's influence was had recowrse to,
and here his power and sway were nnlimited,  The
negleeted husbands, in their own impure imagina-
tions, pietured their fanlts as appertaining also to
Meccawee, and this no doubt gave rise to the libel.
At least let us say so.

Such was an Arab diseiple of the prophet Ma-
homed amongst the Mulays.  And why should his
religion have succeeded, with Christianity as its
compeer and opponent?  Compare the portraits,
and one or two causes, amongst many, may be
guessed at. The Christian priest, unapproachphle—
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gmus—foundations to a hrmimth-snrul, the one
o wedded his sympathics to those of the peaple,
though he purtook of their faults, sins, and
knesses, would gain he day ! This is undoubt-
one of the causes of the success of Mabomed-
sm over Cliristianity in the Far Bast 3 but T may,
en speaking of missionaries, enter into the sub-
eet more at length.



CIIAPTER XI.
AN EXCUISION.

Trovey the island of Penang appeared to be
nothing but hills, it was (bund fo possess ample
plains and valleys.  The plain of Peniagre, on
which Greorge Town and its suburbs stand, isa dead
Jevel for several miles ; and here the densest portion
of the population is found. Rich plantations of
cocoa nut and betel nut, alternate with paddy and
sugar-cane fields,  This was the prevailing feature,
but in the midst, esplanades, open lwwns, and nut-
meg gardens were laid out here and there. The
roads were numerons, and at that time they were
in excellent order ; indeed so smooth and level were
they, that it was quite a pleasure to ride or drive
along them. In many places the tall palm-trees
hung over the roads, and afforded grateful shelter
from the noonday sun. Another plain strefehes
out on the western shores of the island, called Bally
Pulo.  This plain was even at that time pretty
well cultivated, but no doubt much progress has
been made since then.  Again a fine fertile plain
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ghed along the south-castern shores of the island
Soongei Nibong to Byan Lepas! The most
sive paddy fields are here found, and surronnd-
the same are groves of palms and froit-trees
hading the numerons villages of the natives.

t was on this plain that a surveyor was engaged
is exposed and toilsome oceupation and as a
ef to monotony he had invited several of his
i s toa pienie,
cearly stort was made before daybreak, and a
ride brought us to the survey camp before
am. We found our friend camped under a
e cocoa-nut grove, near the Malay village. e
s engaged “on hospitable thoughts intent,” ur-
his Bengalee cook to kill some fowls to e
led, stewed, and devilled for Tis expeoted

18,

We were soon seated round his improvised fable,
eed beneath his snug but sufliciently eapacious
and mountains of rice curvies and ofher ctun-
ng devicos, had sore Tavoe made upon them hy

apetites whetted by the long ride and worning ai
wing despatehed breakfast, we mounted our litg
dy Sumatra ponics; and, wending our

ough paddy ficlds and cocon-nut groves, we mude
 the Dbeach. Tt was havvest time, and the
ing waved with golden corn; for rice lus a straw
head not very wnlike those of the oat. The
e of the country was vich in the extreme. The
lzy warm mist of the torrid zone hung over the
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landseape, tinting the hills and forest with gorgeous
purple.  The sea breeze wafted gently through the
traes, and the busy hum of lifie resounded from the
villages and harvest fields. Herea band of reapers,
—not with the sickle, but with the wungun—
1»1\101;041, or rather ent off, the heads of eorn, and
deposited them in haskets. This slow and laborions
process wis giving ample employment to youns and
old, male and female, But how different was the
aspect of these same reapers. No red cheeks and
pearly Jaughing feoth—n0 sturdy arms plying away
at full speed.  'The reapers were dusky, yellow and
Trown, in complexion, and their teeth were jeb
black. They wore lasket-shaped hats, and worked
with an apathy, listlossness, and contentment which
was disgusting to me an Anglo-Sason.  We won-
dered when their task would come to an end.

The peculiar odour of the paddy field, struck me
for the first time. 1 eannot describe it, yet it hasa
peeuliarity of its own as little to be forgotten as the
cmell of fresh mown hay.  Now was also the season
for flying paper kit
and young engage—in fact an old Malay is a very
¢hild in this respect. Hundreds of  kites—of
various forms, from the serpent to the turtle—

os—u pastime in which hoth old

were sporting in the air. Many of these kites had
instruments attached to them that Tammed a loud
tone when acted upon by the air. The din of these
adiled no little to the gaiety ard excitement of the
seone,  But amongst the most notable objeets were
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olnmps of bhamboo,—fall, graceful, and umbra-
From the outer inclining branches, hung, in
wonderful abundance, large pear-shaped pendicles,
ach proved on examination to be birds™ nests.
e were found to be construeted of grass, in a
seientific manner, by intertwining ; and at the
bottom was found the entrance by which the
ior is reached.  The natives informed us that
bject of the birds in selecting the very ends of
the ontermost branches was to keep their young
safe from the snakes, which were not only very
dant, but very voracious. These numerous
ant nests, hanging as they did to the tiniest
the branches, suggested a calm atmosphere and
versal repose.

As we rode throngh the villoges, the boys ran from
ealling out “ The white man "—* the white man,”
putih—arang putih,) and the young girls
k with timidity behind the nearest shelter;
informed us that nature here also had elothed
gentler sox in the garments of modesty, thus
g her the most potent protection.

On we rode, till we came to a large cocoa-nmt
lantation, and soon afterwards we reached the
Here the cocoa-nut was in its prime; its
ther-like leaves wooed the sea-breeze, and drank
the saline particles carried through the air,
e tops were loaded with fruit, and the hot ride
us long for a refreshing drink.  This is well
plied by the cocon-nut.  One of aur sycnes
B
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knowing our wants, sprang to a tree, and, holding
by and stepping on the notehes cuf in the stem of
the tree, he soon ot to the top, and sent down an
abundance of nuts from an clevation of cighty feet
or more. We drank to our hearts’ content; and
after enjoying the prospect of the open sea, with its
blue and sparkling waters, we refurned to the
camp.

1t was now evening, and a smoking dinner, con-
sisting of such materials as could be hought in the
village, was spread on the table. The food was
plain and abundant, and ample justice was done
to it. Our party consisted of a planter, a mer-
chant, a captain of the Madras Native Infantry,
a lientenant ditto, an ensign ditto, and myself.
We were all very much fagged by the day's ex-

cursion excapting the planter, who was indomitable.
Our dinner was consequently caten with long faces
and in silence, The lientenant was a harum-

arum
sort of a fellow. His brother had been pinked in
Paris, he himsell had picked quarrels with several
of his friends, hut none would fight.  The last case
was with a merchant to whom he owed a heavy
bill for drinkables. This merchant was known
to have ostentatiously—if not rather unbecom-
ingly—boasted of having drawn a trigger on an
antagonist.  This boust was a godsend to the lieu-
tenant, as he had now a man that would fight.
He thought he would “kill two birds with one
stone,” ridding himsell of {the merchant and his
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ts at the same time. He soon picked a quarrel
he merchant at a dinner, which ended in his
ing o decanter full of wine at the merchant’s
sad, and  calling him out ™ niext worning.  Here
a practical test that the merchant had not
ted on. He did not relish his position.  Tis
chant friends held consultation, and saved their
ther by collectively taking the enus of refusing
eeting on themselves,  After this, the merchant
i dogged and insulted by the lieutenant on every
ortunity. On one occasion, while the military
d was performing, the merchant was in the act
speaking to a lady in one of the carringes.  This
perceived by the gallnt lieutenant, he at
walked up and said, ** Pray, M. ——, do
pollute your pretty lips by speaking to such a
¢ fellow as this.”  The of that day
e with the lieatenant’s eccentricities,—nay, sup-

an(l applanded him.  The end of the * goud
times " had then not yet come.
:The licutenant was a wild fellow, a merry com-
ion, a deep drinker. He had been at deatl’s
oor several times, from inflammation of the liver,
't this time he was convaloscent,  Wearied and
xhansted, he tasted nothing but the champagne,
‘Which revived him. The ensign was the next
ble character. A man of Hereulean powers,
but affected with king's evil and dysentery. His
egs were a mass of uleers; yet did the strong
mg man fight agninst the afflictions of natore—

\7 v 2
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he eat, drank, and made werry. Till dinner was
over, the pangs of his complaint, dulled his temper,
and he sat silent. The others were grave by ex-
ample, and we sib, and ate, and said nothing. I
began to think Indian society a dull affair, buti T
was uninitiated— strange to the climate and the
company-

The surveyor was a little volatile fellow,—merry
as a cricket in company, dull and dejected “when
solitary. Passionately fond of music, e beguiled
the long solitary hours of the lonely surveyor's
camp with his inimitable violin. He could draw
sitch strains from it as to alternately cause sorrow,
mirth, or absolute delight. ‘When dinner was over,
the violin was called for on all sides. The un-
stinted champagne had also now begun to dilate the
heart and banish care.

H
tone, soothing to the present humonr of the com-

struck up first, in a melancholy, subdued

pany, softly sympathizing in their dejection. The
ensign groaned audibly, and the lieutenant pros-
trated himself backwards. The planter shed tears.
The very cocoa-nut trees hent their tall gaunt
stems forward and hung their sombre heads as if
bewailing in company. 11
and he went, on gently,—changing so gradually

knew his powers,

that it was scarcely perceptible.  He ran through a
number of strains till at length his airs had become
lively. Here a slight movement in the company
betokened returning animation. H—— continued
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wing his bow, gradually quickening its speed,
at lenerth he van over the liveliest tunes with all
energy and vivacity of which he was capable.
e cnsign stood up on his logs, and the next
ng he did was to dance a hornpipe. The licn-
ant roaved an accompuniment.  Some beut time
their fists on the table others stamped with
fheir feet. All care was soon forgotten, and the
ice of merriment and laughter resounded throngh
palm groves,  The late lugubrious company
came a wonder o the villagers; a source of terror
the owls, bats, and monkeys. The love song
cceeded the bacehanalinn ditty, The wine glasses
d the tumblers flowed with spark-

The merehant sang,—

T il oo b s il

Driatle aud Gl sother tonst,
Drink sud il the bowl again”

Trials of strength, and wrestling matches by
torchlight, succeeded the songs.  The planter
essed down the ensign's arm on the table as he
ould an infant’s.  Foiled here, the licutenant,
the honour of the eloth, would wrestle with the
ctorious planter. The grass is cleared, and they
-to. The planter throws the lieutenant full
gth on the sward, with o dash suflicient to un-
e his joints. The fighting licutenant rises with
n,—we watch him. He proves true game; not
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the slightest spurk of o Malay or Spaniard was in
his nature.  1le was a troe Joln Bull, with all his
faults. Heo rvose with difficulty, and with the most
perfect good humour drank success fo his over-
thrower, Ilere was a fine young (ellow {lirown
wwity on the easy-going Madvas army.  The Mulls
Liad had Jittle fighting for wany ye The offi-
cers had merely to save aud not commit themselyes,

and they returned home with their pockets full of
rupees, and their names, though not their actions,
full of wilitary honours.  The proper avena for
our lieutenant would have been in the plains of
Affghanistan or before Ghizni.  In such a sphere
he would have shone conspicuously,—in leading a
forlorn hope, or in any task to which his duty
called him.  Here, his overflowing cnergivs threw
him info mischief, ¢

L and devilment. Torpi-
tude fostered the inferior qualities of his nature,
and probably an eardy and obscure grave was his
fate. T turned to the Madras almanie some years
afterwards, but his name was not amongst the list
of officers.  Such is |
he found a sudden fate and an early grave in India.
He was long remembered by lis associates in Pe-

L As for our hos

nang as a most agreeable companion,—they were
equally [ascinated by his vivacity and good lumour,
to which his inimitable violin contributed nof a
little delat.

My narration may appear commonplace, but my

object is not alone to deseribe the * goings on” of
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ne young men.  Let us inquire as to their sur-
dings. They were in an obsewre Malay vil-
wo, whose houses were construeted of palm leaves,
trable by every sound. The Malays are a
ot vace, jealous, amatory, and revengeful.  They
a class judged of Eurepeans generally from what
oy saw of common sailors streaming out of the
ates and merchant ships, fo run into the ex-
es of drunkenness and vice in the seaport
ms. The Malay man never makes a noise but
n something serious is abroad—an amok or a
wl, in which the kris is readily drawn, blood
s, and perliaps life is taken.  OF the Europeans,
this vespect, they judged as of themselves—for
Malay princes in their progresses and enter-
inments supply their friends’ beds with damsels
n their villages,—and the revels of that night
their midst kept the village in a state of excite-
t and panic. The daughters clung to their
hers' bosoms, and the futhers grasped their
pons in sullenness, But they had misjudged
nature of the educated European ; with his moral
ing, his intellectual cultivation, and kis power of
cantrol.

Early dawn found the surveyor’s camp silent and
d, and we were scumpering through the cold,
, yet reviving mangrove swamps of Sungei
g, on our way towards George Town.

A Bayau Lopus i< o e s of Penng airport



CITAPTER XII.
NATIVE MARRIAGE CHREMUNY.
I accompanien two [riends one evening to a Mulay
marriage, to which we had been invited.  The
warriage was to be celebrated at a village a con-
siderable way out ul George Town, so that it was
ived at the place.  Stepping out
of our yn‘luuqum, we entered a ecluster of attap
stunding, without much order, under shady

dark before we

houses

of cocouwnut trees,  With the as: ce of
a nutive guide, we soon found the house. Tt was
lilke otlier Maluy houses, constructed ol round posts
and long leaves callod ataps,  The floor was about

four to five feet from the ground, and underncath

the area was open. We ascended to the floor by
means of a wooden ladder. The floor was con-
structed with nibong laths, bound down to the
joists by means of split rattans.  Over the loor
were laid abundanee of nutive mats, which were
comfortable to sit. upon, but we, by way of compli-
ment, were provided with chairs,

The Malay owner of the house, being a poor
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Aid not shike hands with us; but, with a
oful tabbel, or Malay salute, ushered usinto
room, where the preparations for the ceremony

completed,  The apartment was small, pro-
bably not over fonrteen feet square ; and fifteen
twenty Malay velatives were sbled in it
a back room were the female merabers of the

y, with their friends. Those were observed to
peering through the trellis work.  They were
posed Lo see, huf nat to be seen.

As this was the fiest time that T had come so-
gially in confict with the Malays, my observations
close, though my ignorance of the linguage
vented me [ wding mucelis. T need
ob say my preconceived ideas were unfavourable to
fie vace ; but the first sight was sufliciont to allay
isagreeable feclings. Our host was copper-voloured,

am - nnder

sed in garments: not unlike those worn: by the
Ianders of Scotland, only the colours were more

hig
somewhat

sombre than those of the tartan,  Te
erinkled with age, and had neither whiskers nor
wd,  1lis eyes were mild and dark, and Lis teeth
e filed down to the gums.  His mouth was the
rorst feature, and he added to its ugliness by sticking

6t his solt language, agrecable minners, and re-
etful bearing, ministered Lo his white Iriends’ ease,
fyot somewhat to their vanity,  Being a Mahome-
, we were not, infroduced to his wife or family ;
se were kept out of sight in the inner room.
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After we had sat a while, the lridegroom was

s ol age,
handsomely dressed in a silken baju and sarong,

carried in. Ile was a oy of thirteen yes

with a hugis

saputangan on his head.  Ilis nether
man was clad in the Acheen seluar, ornamented with
gold-worked thread. He was placed on a dais, soon
after which his intended was carried in by the
women, and placed beside him,  She was a girl of
eleven years of age, also lnuulsmnn]y dressed in loose

and Howing silken sarongs and green-coloured baju.
Her hair was drawn back, and seeured with nume-
rous gold pins; but I must plead a limited know-
ledge of the mysteries of the Maluyan Jady'’s ward-
robe.

The bride and bridegroom sat abashed and im-
moveable, with downcast eyes, apparently awake to
nothing around them. Rice and {ruit were laid in
the middle of the floor before them, with brass cups
and other utensils.  The native musicians struck up
a soft, slow, and whining tune with tomtoms and
sulings (drums and flageolets.)  Now a hand ly
dressed Malay entered and squatted on the floor.
He salaamed down to the mats several times, alter
which he commenced to move his arms in slow and
graceful snakelike movements, glistening snakelike.
On hie goes, gradually warming with the accelerated
music till he rises on his feet, and moves round and
round, with a brass vase upon his head. He
wriggles in apparent ecstacy as he contorts his
supple form, till at length exhausted he drops on
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NA

floor, mud the music ceases.  An older now
gops forward, and utfers many passages from the
an, uninfelligible cither o us or the Malays.
ne minoy ceremonies ave gone through, such as
ul
Deing completed, the conple were said to be
ried.  They were consequently earvied out, and
o departed.  The alter feasts and rejoicings we did
yemain to witness; no doubt they wonld be
ted. In some cases they extend

cing rice in the hands of ihe Detrothed,

L1 A gt s ehised varringe



CHAPTER NIIL

KOUKCHAL

Avree abont twelve months, T could conver
vably well in the Malayan linguage. The convers

tion of my friends no longer appeared a chaftering
Jjurgon, tireseme to Listen to. The prominent ex-
pressions first impressed themselyes onthe memory ;
then, by degrees, a soft flowing language issued out
of the apparent chaos of words.  With the posses-
sion of the language of the country, the people no
longer passed and repassed as groups of strange
folks, in coloured cotton prints of grotesque costume.
Our recognitions now were frequent, and our con-
versations friendly.  The Malay—the bloodthirsty,
revengeful, perfidious Malay—had subsided into a
good-humoured, respeetful, unsophisticated, little
copper-coloured wan, with a scanty light dress upon
him.  With such men who could not be good
friends?  When out on our excursions, hot, knocked
up, gasping for breath, melting with the fierce
noonday sun, who would not climh the tall cocon-
nut, and bring down the sweetest of the tope?
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« when this was not to be had, who would not
thie pine-apple garden to bring forth fhe
st luscious fruit, redundant with juiey nectar?
if this was also wanting, who would not draw
,gmteful wiris from the pendant attap plant ?
s was the Malay man in his own home—in the
ountry of his birth, family, and affections, 1
of the land Malay. There were others be-
ays inhabiting the island, 7 e, the
| Siumese, Burmese, Bengalese, Klings,
menians, dews, &e., &e.  All spoke in the lingua
nea of the Bast, so easy communication could be
d by all who had mastered the Malay langnage.

The subject of the present sketeh was a native of
P mang, but of Chinese descent ; his futher had
n a leading merchant in the early days of the
ement ; from him considerable property had
en inherited, thongh by this time a good deal of
had Deen dissipated. THis father’s grave was
ed by the Blind traveller Tolman, on his voyage
nd the world. Kockehai was an enterprising
; he planted largely, and entered into many
speculations, fow of which seem to have added to
his means.  As agent fur the Siamese government
of Ligor, he was a man of consequence amongst the
Keddah Maluys, and Sinmese. Indeed he was
approached on all fours by the meaner classes of the
latter. Kockehai had bis town house in the city,
and his cour try boxes in his nutmeg plantations. It
i in one of the latter that 1 will introduce him to the
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reader.  The box is of cheap and fragile construe.
tion, but picturesquely sitnated, and well shaded by
tall palm-trees. 1 was very intimate with Kockehai
for several years, but never saw his wife or daughters,
To have exposed these to the gaze of his friend the
white man, would have heen a cause of shame to him
ed their acquaintance an insult not to
be forgiven. The reasons, though inexplicable to
the Anglo-Suxon in Europe, are obvious to those of
Oriental countries.  Amongst all the leading tribes
of Indo-Chinese, polygamy and eoncubinage being
prevalent, their codes of morals are on a loose foot-
ing.  This reason will suffice at present.  The
origin, causes, and eflbets, may be diseussed at
length hercafter.  Under the above
I only knew Kockehai and some of his sons,  The
interior economy of his house was a sealed Look to
me.  Even descendants of Europeans fall into the
sume eustom in the seclusion of their women, and all
are apart,  The men
oceupy the halls and verandahs, the women the
interior apartments.

—+to have as

Treumstances,

friendly meetings of the sex

Kockehai might have been forty-five years of age
in the nsual Chinese
dress, in a large arm-chair, with his foet up on the
front part of the seat, chewing siri and betel, and

at this time.  There he s

sipping sugarless and ereamless ten.  On seeing his
friend coming, he whisks down his tail, and comes
smiling to shake hands, calling the syee at. the same
time to take charge of the pony. The next thing
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ald be to ask the Ahabar or news; this would
ly be regarding the defeat of Tuankn Ma-
ed Saad, and his vetreat from Keddah now
aceupied by the Siamese,  From this we
d proceed to discuss the systems of planting
egs, cloves, sugar, indigo, rice, betel nuts, and
nuts, in all of which Kockehai had great
ence. These discussions were most instruc-
e to me—rpractical, amusing, scientific. The
Je secrets of enlture, the times of bearing, and
profits, were all thoroughly sifted by this
elligent Tndo-Chinese,
Exhansting this subject, we would go on to the
1 polities of the place s and, in doing so. Kock-
i would put pertinent questions as to the govern-
mental system of Buropeans.  The Kast India
pany to him was an enigma ; for the governors
mpires—from Persia to China and Japan—were
Smperors or Sultans. How could a company of
udagars (merchants) hold the greatest empire in
East? “And again,” he continued, “look at
governors we have in Pulo Pinang. I knew
as wild seamps of boys ; now they order about
en-of-war and Sepoy regiments, they hang muti-
and pirates, and do as they like.  No greater
than they are to be seen, yet this eannot he
their power; the power must come from somewhere
else.  But,” says Kockehai, with -a knowing
ile, “talking of governors, how is it that Tuan
=—— of the eivil service is looked down upon
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by Europeans ?  Myself and my class used to be
Jooked down apon by the pure Chinese, but that is
not the case now.”  Then he added, “T was very
friendly with Tuan ——. Said T to him, ‘Tuan
jangan marah (don’t De angry). May T ask a
question P Yes," says Tumn ‘But,” said
1, *will you agree not to be angry whatever T may
say ¥ ‘No,” said Tuan ——. “Then,” said I,
Chow is it that the Europeans tell me that there is
something Forong (inferior) with you 2 ¢ Ah] says
he, starting like to eat me, « Kockehai, T will be
Governor of Pulo Pinang yet.” Ie turned on his
heel, and would scarcely ever look at me again.”
Here is a lesson; a proud, wall edncated Bo

ian

of high hopes and fine feclings rudely trespassed
upons would that only such as Kockehai were
guilty of this.

Now we turn to religion. 1 explain the tenets of
Christianity as well as T am able; but 1 fear with
little suceess in my newly acquired langnage.  Heis
polite, and says, We helieve in (tod also, the author
of nll things, That (rod must be the same God as
your God 3 but my conutrymen have many supersti-

tions which the ignorant men and women helieve
in: for instance, to-morrow is the sambayang bramat
(religious rites at the groves). 1 and my whole
family must be there. We take pork, sweebmeats,
and all sorts of eafables, and place them before the
graye of my father. We then bow to his manes;

and after allowing, as is supposed, the essence to be



ROCKCIAT, B

wved, we carry the feast to the lawn, and finish
up. Now I know well enough this is all non-
e, there is no difference in the catables that T
see; but the women aml chilivon lelicve otherwise,
4 I must ikoot (follow) them, or there would be a
ce * how do you do” for it.”

These were the sentiments of an infclligent
nese. IHow great a change has tuken place
that time! He and many other Chinese of
‘aequaintance seemed to be ripe for the better
urer religion, Their superstitions were gross ;
priesthood ignorantf, degraded, and despised.
professed a distorted Buddhism which their
igent, minds criticised unfavourably ; but they
unacquainted with a higher faith upon which
might repose.



CHATTER XTIV,
THE FATAL ACUIDENT,

1 was wrapped in the arms of Morpheus one night,
when I was suddenly aroused by my Malay ser-
vant Yusof, who, in a great state of fright, and
excitement, called me up, for a man had been
erushed in a sugar-mill, working close by, It was
then at work night and day to secure an over-ripe
crop. 1 was up in an instant, and hastened {o the
scene.  Here T found Yusol's information too true.
A poor Malay had allowed his arm {o be caught in
teying to snateh his bill-look, which had been carried
into the rollers in feeding in the canes.  His hand
was drawn in, on and on, in two seconds’ time, till
the monster machinery ground against his shoulders.
No presence of mind could have saved him, as the
machinery could not be stopped in a moment.
When 1 arrived, the mill had been stopped, and
the poor fellow extricated ; and T now found him
supported by several awe-stricken Malays, his right
arm dangling by his side; a mass of mangled flesh,
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thin as a pancake, When he saw me, he eried
p agony, “Oh Tuan, Tuan, for the sake of Allah
(God), bring down your gun and shoot me. Kasihan,
tuan (have pity, sir), and shoot me,” hroke forth
om the poor creature.  Horrified, my heart sank
athin me (I was then a lad). It would indeed
ave been well hiad he died, and escaped the torture
iﬁe then suffered, and was alouf to suffer. T directed
the Malays to bear him up to u shed, and to send
for a Buropean surgeon, and the man's own rela-
tives. This done, I awaited with anxiety the issue,
en cannot deseribe the wailings of his poor mother,
Maternal feelings are deep, their range is universal,
nd they vindicated themselves here, The Malay
mother’s undying love drew forth tears of sympathy
from all present.

Ere long the surgeon arrived, and the result of
‘his examination was, that, to give even a distant
chance of life, an amputation must take place at the
sshoulder-joint.  The poor man was gently informed
of this; and a reaction, after his terror and excite-
ment, having taken place, he craved to live. The
operation (for chloroform was not then known) was
an excruciating one; it was performed by a bold,
skilled, and firm hand.  The ghastly remmants were
removed, and laudanum brought relief. The side
and shoulders had been so much torn that faint
hope was given of recovery, but this faint hope was
grasped at by the poor Malay. His mother ca-
ressed the poor fellow's head, sang sweet lullabies,
r2
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wailed and wept by tuwme. Yet there was hope,
and she was cheerful at short intervals.

The poor man lingered for three days; and as T
tended him at frequent infervals, T saw much of
the workings of his nature. At times cheerful, he
would talk of his prospeets with smiles. At other
times depressed, he would turn his wan, weary
face to me; and, with an inexpressible air of lope,
mingled with fear, say, “Tuan, shall T live?” To
so earnest and piteous an appeal what could T say
but “Ask help from God, and he may hear your
prayer ™ He was a Mahomedan,  Was I right in
saying prayers were universal?  Conscience tells me
“ Yes” The fanatical of my countrymen only
would say No.  And T have met such fmaties in
the gmb of lambs. The prayers he utfered were
not answered, and he died. The wailings of the
mother at the dead of night sunk into my very soul,

The mill that had caused the sud accident was of
European construction. It was the first erected in
these parts.  TIts large proportions and great powers
were a source of wondet 1o the natives, who eame in
erowds to see it.  They sat all day long looking at
it, and when darkness came on, they went away.
The mill now became an object of terror, a super-
stitious dread got hold of the native mind, and no
one could be induced to come near it. The works
were stopped, and the crops were in danger. What
was to be done? I comsulted with an old Kling,
called Kraunee Buwasab, and he said, ¢ Leave it to




THE FATAL ACCIDENT, 69

, the mill will be at work to-merrow. 1 must go
geb a Malay dukun (doctor), but you must lend
me five dollars.”

When it was dark that evening, the Krannee
came back with an old Malay dukun, carrying im-
ense hanks of course thread.  After various incan-
tations e tied one end of the thread fo the mill,
and then he carcfully let ont the thread so that it
ight not break as he wended his way to a kramut;
(burial-pl. hall’a mile distant.  Here he tied the
other end of the thread to a murderer’s grave of
great reputafion. A murderer’s grave is u place of
pilgrimage amongst the Mal This done, he
aepaired to the milly and, having assembled the
Malays, he exoreised the dantus (evil spirits) that
had taken poss
Deing finished, he drove the dantus along the lread
to the grave, hroke the thread. and decluwed the will
free to commence again, which was done pecvrd-
ingly.

sion of the mill,  This ceremony



CHAPTER XV.

PENANG HILLS.
Howrver patched like the Penang hills appear from
the seq, the
from the seorching heat of the plains. On the

tops afford most delicious retreats

summit of the CGreat il several bungalows are
perched. The air here is huc t, cool, elevating

to the spirits, Lracing to the nerves, and exc ting

to the appetite.  Happy are the individuals whose
menns or duties will allow of frequent residence up
here.  Here are the governor’s, recorder’s, and
principal merchants’ bungalows.  Iere is a Sana-
torium, far-famed over the Bast, to which many
broken-down constitutions resort.  To ascend and
view this wonderful mountain, was my ewrnest
desive ; and the invitation of a friend soon enabled
me to gratify my eniosity. T ascended the wind-
ing zigzag path early one morning, accompanicd by
a ship eaptuin and a puvser.  We were mounted on
smart Tlittle Delhi ponies.  We Lad not proceeded
fi
and so bold was it, that we were foreed to dismount

before a formidable snake  stopped  the way s
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and pitch stones at it before it would glide into the
est. The length of this snake must have been
ht feet.  OF conrse the boa constrictor, which is
e found, grows to a much greater length. There
mething so repulsive and hideous in the snake,
at no wonder it is the most cursed of all Tiving
things.
On we went, alternately admirving the expanding
Jandscape, and the gigantic forest trees and ferns.
We amuse onrselves with the chattering monkeys ;
put what is that which rivets the captain’s atten-
on? Tt is a centipede erawling up a tree. What
a disgusfing ereature, with its immense foreeps and
many feet, its bright: brown colour and hideous
ves! We leave it ulone, and scend the path.
The air pereeptibly cools, the mists ave vefreshing ;
d, when we arrive at Strawherry Hill, we are
ually charmed by the magnificent wide-spreading
and the true weleome of our host.
Our first luxury is a batliin cold water.  Mow it
ags the nerves and whets the appetite!  The
gong sounds, and the native servants wait at break-
rries,  covvanut-curries,

L prawn-e
and  lightest breakfust loaves in
world, fea, coffee, cream, rich yellow fresh
mtter, sambals and roes, ave done ample justice
; our hearts rejoice, onr good humour expands.
Phe cool gentle zephyrs Llow through the verandah,
~our enjoyment is thorough. Weretire fo o shady
séat, commanding a panoramic view of the Keddah
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and Perak mountains and plains, the little islands,
the narrow straits, the blue unbounded ocean. We
turn again, and our eyes rest on the white glittering
houses of the town, three thousand feet heneath s,
the bands of intersecting roads, the clean regular
nutmeg plantations, the seattered villages, and the
green palm groves, Well has Penang earned the
title of “ Gem of the ocean ;” well has she ineited
her namerous poets to sing of her in rapturous luys.

After we are rested, we walk out to moke
agreeable calls, and then we streteh ouf to the
western hill, which is somewhat higher but does
not command so interesting or so varied a prospect.
On this day, my preconceived ideas of Penang were
realized to their full extent; but there was this
alloy, that, as is the case with Ttalian scenery, the
plains and villages looked better the further they
wete distant from yow. Distance lends enchant-
ment to the view; but elose proximity dissolves the
charm,

»5 the Great Hill, there were several ofliers,
having their solitary bungalow perehed on their very
tops. Thus there was Mount Irskine, Mount
Olivia, named after * Raffles”” first wife, the igh-
lands of Seotland, Jackson's Hill, ' Thbetson's Hill,
Brown's Till, &e.  On some, the houses were kept

Besi

in good repair—in others, they were fast going to
decay from having been abandoned.  In regard to
Juckson's Hill a melanchioly tale is told. A retired
officer of that name had pitehed upon it as a home
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¢ the evening of his days. e had a fine house
t on it, and plantations laid out, but when he
ught his family to take possession, all caught
and died. The entire family was cut ofl’ at
fell swoop.  The place had fo be ubandoned,
now the property was decaying rapidly.

neited by curiosity, T rodeup to this hill fo take
w of the remains. T made my way up by a
walk now rapidly being overgrown. T strug-
d through the bushes, notwithstanding the at-
wks of the land leeches which here infested the
ves. These little ereepers drop from the folinze,
fastening themselves on the neck and ankles,
e themselves with blood.  After an lour's
vel, Treached the bungalow, which T found yet in
repair, the glass of the windows being whole
d untouched.  The nutmeg and clove trees yet
d their heads ubove the rvising bhekar (serub).
ewhole place lind an air of melancholy that could
well sympathized in by a solitary traveller such
T was. Al was deathelike.  There was neither
tion mor sound to e hewrd exeepting the child-
wail of the wnka (ape), as now and then it eried
t from the decp gorges beneath,  Fit companion
rthe fatal spot !

1, This ill i bl Cagstnin Jaekson' LRI Fnson's nag
il Ties SWof Coren THIL



CITAPTER XVIL
TILE INDIAMAN,

One day T had made an escursion across the har-

Dour to province Wellesley. A large sail was des sried

in the offing. Tt was morning, and the sea breeze
had not yet set in, so she lay motionless upon the
glassy waters ; ere long the royals filled slightly,
then the lower sails began to show symptoms of
life; at length she got steerage way. She headed
for the harbour, upon whieh she hore down with all
sail set, from ringtail to jib-a-jil, and from mainsails
to skyscrapers,  As she neared the port, the smaller
sails were taken in and furled 5 still she approaches,
and the courses are hauled up, top-gallant sails are
furled,—she is now near the anchorage. She dips
her ensign to ILMS, < Hyacinth,” lying off the
admiralty house The main topsail i backed, her
way s losty the yards ave lowered to the eaps, and
down goes the anchor. There she rides with all
Tier masts and yards unclothed, a 1400-ton Indiaman
direcet from London.

This was a few years after the Honourable Com-
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of Merchant Adventurers trading to the Bast
mmonly called the East India Company—had
their monopoly of the trade, Yet this was
one of their chartered ships, owned by a
althy capitalist in London. The style of the old
pany was yeb kept up to the old mark.  The
wore their uniforms; and their trading pro-
es, though curtailed by severer restrictions,
not at all Dlunted.  The old mercenary coves
susness, that so universally enriched the servant at
expense of his masters, had no abatement. I
el remember o story of a captain of the olden
s who had strict injunctions to carry his ship
to China, having neglected these arders. Iis
p was only partially full of woollens and iron-
e, 5o here was a chance of a fortune lost to him
he to obey the orders of his Tlonourable
ers in Leadenhall Street.  So he took care to
ing an important spar, bear up along the const
matra, and make {or Penang.  On lhailing the
, the zealous captain's first inquiry was for the
of pepper and betel nuf, not for the price of
. He knew lie could make cent. per cont. on
go of these articles by conveyance to China,
this was his errand. e Joaded with these
es on his own account, and no doubt bought a
e, and set up his establishment in Belgravia on
Pproceqds.

To proceed : the captain and officers of the present
soon landed, and busied themsclves amongst
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the merchants, selling and bartering at a great rate,
The captain had soft goods and spirits, the first
officer hardware and wines, the purser all the above,
Desides cheeses and ales, the second officer had port
wine and brandy ; and so forth down to the cook,
whose investments were in sardines and slops. The
captain and purser having entree to the most wealthy:
circles, had great opportunities for the disposal of
their
the spirit of ** the shop ? intruded itself amongst
circles polite: hargains were offered by the purser
at dinners, hreakf
regard to decorum or good breeding. Yet the occas
iy this departure from the strich

s; and here it might be yemarked how

asts, and suppers, without much

sion seemed to jus

rules of etiquette—for e was a stranger, bringing

news from a far away and much-loved home. His
This

stay was fo be short, so time was precious.
was the opportunity for settlers to stoek their
sellars with Madeira and Cape wines, for the ship
had touched at both places on her voyage.

The event of an Indiaman dropping anchor in
the harbour was & great ane—a bustle and stir went
through the whole islnd. Palanquins and ponies
were held in great requisition for the men on leave.
A gong was sounded, by order of the police authori-
ties, all through the streets of the town, warning
respectable women to keep indoors for the next three
days, as the English were coming aslore—strange
compliment to the English. The native pater-
familias feels uneasy and locks his harem. The
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k shops are filled with Juck tars “half scas
ar.” They drive about the town, each with his
je, whom he affvetionately encircles with his
barm.  Dut good humour does not always main-
jtself.  Hereis a Jack hauling along a palan-
n, with a dozen naked natives pulling against
pim. They drag backwards ill he rushes at them.
fly, and he hauls again, On the coolies come
nd and pull him backwards, Again he scatters
by a charge in all dircetions. Now the native
interfere ; Jack is knocked down with a baton,
heis carried off into durance vile. The news
amongst his shipmates, and a rescue is de-
ed on. Three sailors stagger along near the
They pretend to be harmlessly diunk, so are
d to near the entrance. One springs like a
von the tall lean sepoy, embraces him and his
ot, and Tolds him thus as fast as a v
thers spring on the piled fire-arms, and with
they send the guard flying. Other mates
up, and the gaol is ransa ced, till their fellow
ound and carried off in triwmph to the town.
Malays sing a pantun, of which this is the
is short, pithy, and expressive :—

ion—i

“Phe Malzy ran eats rice,
The Chinaman eus g,
But the white msn drinks grog only."

« HMS Fvacinth was the
il cen il

1 owhieh Sheranl Osborn wies
L This niay hase ion when Thommsn tirst men

e midslupuman




CHAPTER XVIL

THE KINDURIL
T Buropean proprietor or planter, and especially
he whose funily bas been long resident in the
country, generally maintains w good understanding
with his tenants or neighbours. The tenants and
neighbours may be Hindoos, Mussulmans; or Budd-
hists, without producing either dislike or prejudice.
If his family be of good repute, tradition upholds
his favourable influence; his creed may be oppo-
nent to theirs, yet they forget the naserani (Naza~
rine), and see only the European gentleman, liberal
in sentiment, superior in understanding, just in
dealing, and aflable in intercourse. These qualities,
when they exist, easily win the affections of an un-
sophisticated race—simple in mind, eredulous, super-
stitions, sensitive to kindness, and patient under
injury.

On one occasion a planter of the island gave a
Kinduri, or native feast, near his mansion, which
was open to all comers, be they Hindoo, Malay, or
Chinese. To this I had the favour of an invitation ;




TIE KINDURT, ktd

and, in company with my host, and his ofher
friends, we repuired to the banquet to sce what
was going on.

Arriving on the ground abont mid-day, we found
it situated on a grassy lawn, bounded by tall cocoa-
nut-trees.  Under the shade of these frecs, were
groups of natives dressed out in their guyest costumes.
The total number could not have been less than
two thousand.  The gunests weve of divers colours,
ereeds, and nations, all larmoniously bent on enjoy-
ment and wutual forhearance; yet there was no
intermingling of food ; each class, nation, or caste
gooked and et by themselves. However much they
- might intermingle in looking at the various plays
and pastimes, in regard to their food there was no
abatement of jealousy. Several buffaloes had been
ed for the Malays, dozens of pigs for the Chi-
nese, und there was no want of vegetables and
eurry-stufls for the Hindoos. Thus the whole arca
was full of suvoury pungent smells, no doubt attrac-
itive to the taste of each and all. Certain it is, that
number of happy faces, the salaams and recog-
ons that awaited our host that day, showed that
e was the most popular of men.
~ As the food was ready, so did the people squat
down on the ground and devour. The Malays with
r tubs of rice, bowls of curried buffalo, and
ces of sambals (condiments). They dug into the
tents with their right hands, carefully keeping
left hands from the dishes, for reasons it
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would offend good taste to mention.  The Chinese
with their kits of rice, and cups full of stewed pork,
shovelled mouthfuls into their wide open jaws,
laughing and joking in their uncouth dialects. Then
again, the Hindoos at their simple, quiet, and un-
social meals; hidden in some out-of-the-way corner
where nobody could see them—nay, not even their
entertainer.  Yet the aroma of their meals is agree-
able; and they grunt satislaction at intervals in a
manner that is not to be deseribed to ears polite.

While the feast goes on continuously, so do the
games and plays. The basket foof-ball is tossed
high into the air; pushing with the pole, racing,
and kindred amusements are indulged in. The more
exciting games of cock-fighting (sabong ayam) and
gambling (tikam pol, or mein judi), to which the
Malays are so much addicted, are disallowed here ;
but there is no lack of other amusements. It is
now dusk;: and what is that quietly-seated crowd
over yonder doing? TLet us go and see. There all
sit j—uot a breath is drawn, not a word uttered;
—they sit for hours listening, and looking the best-
behaved assembly I ever saw. Tt is the Wyang
Kulit, or Cheritre Juwa (Leather Puppets, or Tales
of Java.) Forbidden to be acted in its own country,
now held by the Duteh, it finds a sphere and
asylum in Malay and British territory. T shall try
and describe what 1 understood of it—and this was
very little  and I believe most of the native audience
were in the same predicament.
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~ A large calico enrtain, or sheet, hung on a frame,
ated the actor from the crowd. Thus con-
ed, the actor rchearsed continnously and for
without stopping, cither history or romance,
actual meaning of which no one conld explain
her than that the narratives appertained to
elent history, in which the Javanese kings and
gods were the heroes. This, by exciting the
to remembrance of their former independence,
was held to have political effects so serious as not
he endured hy the present rulers of that beautiful
island. While the narrative continued, occasional
ows flickered on the curtain,  These were the
adows of the images of the lieroes, made of
leather, and drawn backwards and forwards by
strings. And such figures! The heroes of the
‘Javanese were truly not men. They stood on two
long storl-like legs, and wriggled about two lanky
loose-jointed arms.  But the heads and fices of the
‘heroes surpassed the limbs, in the goose-like length
of beak, the snake-like contour of head. Strange,
uncouth, and fautastic must be the ancient mytho-
]ogy of the Javanose. Unlike the wsthetic Greeks,
whose demigods were represented in the Juman
Jorm divine, their imaginations have followed the
instinet of a grovelling and subdued people; so
their demigods had not attained manhood ; they
- were of an inferior type,—a type of the Javanese in
their rank amongst the nations of the earth.

We ftire of this, and proceed to a more noisy

G
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scene. The audience is settled on the ground ; but
oceasional bursts of laughter take place. The uctors
are in the centre of the crowd, and are singing, ae-
companied by the dram and the flute, This is the
mein manora, or Siamese play, of which the Malays
are passionately fond. The acting consists of sing-
ing, dancing, joking, and repartee, boxing, kicking,
and romping. The most attractive of the dramatis
person@ is a heautiful, half-naked, copper-coloured
girl, who sits in the midst, absorbed in unimp}m-
sioned contemplative mood. The music waxes louder
as we approach ; the girl shows the slightest sign
of motion ; a slight jingling of her numerous brass
armlets takes place. Her arms begin to extend, as
does the half-torpid snake, and in curves as graceful
as its vising neck. The long finger-wires rear their
crests as the plumed cockatoo. The silk plaid that
lies neross her breast flutters—it is there not as a
hiding, but as a decoration to her expanding charms.
She rises slowly and by degrees,—inanimate, down-
cast,  She turns her slender body, rearing her arms
in graccful sweeps over her head. Gentle, sleepy
musie accompanies the while. Her armlets jingle

as she waves her slender arms in curves and circles.
Her body, as pliant as the snake, assumes the most
graceful postures. All eyes are rivetted on her.
The music becomes animated, and her eye now
sparkles; she is full of life and fecling.  Her ges-
tures quicken ; she is the essence of passion! A
Joud buzz issues from the crowd—a buzz of intense
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enjoyment,—for the chord of the Asiatic’s heart
had Deen struck. s eestasy has its short life;
the music gradually dies out; while the actres
sinks exhansted fo the ground!

Now the Moy Andrew jeers, laughs, and pranks
about.  One chord had heen struek; but it must
not be played upon too strongly, so the Indicrons
snceeeds the wmatory.  When Merry Andrew had

finished his performanee, he took off his long,
Roman-nosed red-checked mask, and displayed a
small featured flat fauce, withered and careworn—
a metamorphosis that suggested a moral which
might have been read to advantage on that oceasion
by some who were present.

Leaving this, we proceed to the Meinan Kling,
or Kling Theatre.  This isalso in the open ground ;
but seats are prepared for the Europeans, The
stage for the actors was, in o rude way, not unlike
the stages of Hurope. Actors came forward, re-
cited, conversed, fought, danced, and embraced in
the manner of their white confréres. The heroes
and heroines of the performa were painted in
the flesh colour of Europeans— proving that a brown
race duly honours the pale-faced sons of colder lati-
tudes. The colloguies being in the most jumbled
of Indian dialects, were difficult to understand ;
but an interpreter afforded us o fair knowledge of
the plot as it was gradually wrought out, The
forms of these natives are tall trd handsome, those
of their women symmetrical and graceful. But their

w2
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thedtrical taste, as displayed that night, T am foreed

in the extreme—combining the

fo say wus cos
lowest ribaldry with the most inmodest aetions
that 1 had ever witnessed, though they were looked

ut and gloated over by men, somen, and childven,
The representation, as explained to us, was of a
young hill native’s fiest. entey into a city, where lie
fulls into disreputable company.  In such compuny,
his experiend

re grossly displayed in a most

practical manun The native spectators, malo and
female, T must add, did not appear sonsible of fhe
indelicacy of the representation,  Its moral scemed
to the point; its expositions appropriate. < But,
why,” it may be usked, “did our host, iy Europein,
allow it¥  How could he help himself?  The
whole
A I

ir was under the management of Kodjoo,
d man of high repute—a father of sons and
daughters.  Kodjoo was résponsible to the crowd,
and the crowd approved; so that interferenee was
out of the question.

But after we had done with {his, something
more attractive scemed to lave ariseny for men,
women, and children were seen running  helter
skelter in one particular direetion.  The
soon explained Ly a number of Tndian fiveworks,

USE Was

blazing and sparkling over the lieads of the cocon-
nut trees. The blue lights almost turned night
into day, and cast a white tinge over the dark
countenances of tho spectators,  An image is reared
aloft amidst the laughter of the crowd, the women
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sof Orang tua—
e is not long in

d ehildron weleome it with the eri
ang. Gt (old man). The in
doing its pavt. Tt jets lire from its month, then

finger ends, next from the toe ends.  Excitement
d merriment inerease at cach display till a climax
reached by a stream of five enumating from




CHAPTER XVIIL

THE DEVIL CART OUT,

Accoxraytin by Baw
that stood on the pliins opposite George Town
perliaps it would be difficult now to indicate the
site of that same bungalow, but T will try to de-
seribe it and its surrounding scenery.

b, T arvived at a bungalow

The plain, at that time, was covered with low
serub) of damuntings and fadudus.  Some tall casua-
rina trees reared their lofty-heads over the sea
beaeh.  Around their roots, and intermingling with
the white sands, was the broad-leafed weed called
kang kong laut.  Alternate vidges of sand and
swamp, extended a mile inland ; then a dense tall
mangrove forest hermmed all in for miles,  No one,
excepting the deer-stalkers, had ever penetrated it.
Indeed so dense and impenetrable was it, that all the
traftic of the well-populated plains in the interior,
hud either to go round by Tulloh Ramis, or by
Prize River™either way being many miles of di-
vergence.

Bounding the waste of serub and swanp was
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Bagan Lunr'to the south, a village of Chinese and
Malays. This village was densely planted with
cocon nuts.  To the north was the village of
agan Jermal, inhabited Ly Malay fishermen.
re also was @ dense grove ol palm trecs.  For
miles the plain was waste, excepting at these two
places,—u haunt for tigers, willd hogs, thieves, and
throats. A deserted redoubt was placed half
between the villag which
w lusuriant cocon-nut and casuaring trees reared
eir Leads.  The site of the hungalow was called
ubong Boyah, that is, alligator bog—a fit name.
The spot was dismal, Jonely, and bideous; for,
‘along the shores, the alligator infested the muddy
, monthly, nay weekly pouncing on the prawn
hers, who breast deep, with an apathy and infatua-
on truly remarkable, pushed their nets over the
ry beds of the monsters. At night, clouds of
“mosquitoes darkened the rooms—a source of torment,
ot to be evaded, excepting under the curtains.
Many a time would L sit, as lonely as u church-
ouse, studying the hard words of Mavsden's Malay
_Gramm:v',:’ enveloped in sarangs from head to fvot,
owing only the eyes to have the light. Even
the little tormentors could not be warded off';
t a constant blowing and flapping had to be kept
Millions of frogs also set up u horrid erouking
in, which prevented conversation, with such Maliys
would stealthily draw near to have a beckara
gan tuan (a conversation with master).

iges above noticed, ov
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In such a place, there was a feverish insecurity
which Tiad its excitement,—its romance, as a pallia-
tive to the dull, dismal dreariness of the evenings.
Pirates and petty thieves were known constantly to
be roving about. The footprints of the tiger were
often seanned in the morning near and about the
buffalo pens, the huge wild hog too had often broken
in and ruthlessly destroyed months of planting and
years of growth. Every one was armed here.  If
the Malay had not his villanous kris by his side he
had a huge golo (chopper), so loaded pistols were
the constunt companions of my pillow. A dozen
Klings slept in the verandah, armed with huge
battens, no doubt to be flung away to lighten their
flight if danger had appeared. But Yusof, my
{rusty body servant—my Malay hoy, wore an im-
plement he could use, as he lay outside of my bed-
yoom ooy, which was a flamed damask Auis panjang,
of ugly Jook but not of great dimensions.

One night as T was spelling over some Malay
oondany  vonduang  (laws)—with  Bawasab sitting
tailor position on the matted floor, trying, no doubt,
how to make two pieces go as far as four—I sat
and looked at him, the companion of my drawing-
room. My thoughts then took au'flight far away,
to heaming faces, bright eyes, dear assoeiations.
Again T looked ab Bawasab: the contrast of cir-
camstances appalled me for o moment; yet T began
to study the features and dress of my native com-
panion. There he was poring over a dirty Took
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of strange uncouth characters—it was Tamul,
th its awenis and lawenis. He was a little man,
plexion dark brown. One of his eyes had a
white beam in it, it was stone blind. Not so
other; that was as good as two—snake-like,
wkling, dull, or animated, aceording to eircum-
nces. Prompt in his master’s service—active, wiry,
telligent—he  travelled over dangerous ground
ight or day to gain a point. At dead of night,
the wind had died away, he would push across
straits in a little canoe, concealing money or
Juables in some unthought-of corner ; and, narrow
hig escapes might have been, he was never
ght! He wore his turban thrown far back, also
thite long baju of cotton, ashawl round his waist,
ite cotton loose trousers, and he carried his keys
on his shoulders like King David of yore. The
being tied to one end of his pocket handker-
ef, while his stres, betel and tobaceo would be tied
in the opposite corner.  There he was a picture
contentment—drawing the white chunam over a
saf of siree.
But what is that gaddok (noise) P Bawasab and
I start to our feet. Our panic is short—for here o
‘woman rushes up to a corner of the bungalow with
aerowd of Malays after her. We descend and in-
guire the cause of the tumult. The woman cowers
d draws herselt np in a lump. Her husband
ces about and vociferates, hall in terror half in
His wife heeds him not.  An elder steps
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forward and explains to Bawasah that sheifan sug
masoh (the devil has got inside of Ter). This exe
planation is perfectly satistactory to Bawasab: it jg
quite intelligible, and he is a man of action at oneg,
Bawasab eries, ““Bring a pail of water, you kurbous
(buffuloes), and T will soon cast him: out for you,”
This mandate is quickly obeyed by numerous wille
ing hands, and the woman is taken hold of by hep
friends. Bawusal utters rapid formularies in hig
rough, rolling, rattling Zamul,—the better that they
are mot understood, the wore potent as they arg
mysterious to the simple crowd. At each sentence
he sprinkles water over the enchanted one; and, uf
the conelusion, the whole puilful is cast over her.
This doune, she revives and becomes sensible ; the
devil has gone qut of her, and she was restored to
lier husband’s affections.

She liad just given birth fo an infant. Passing
strange this, ol ye mothers of England ! you will
not believe it to be possible, still trath is sometimes
stranger than fiction. 1 was then a lad and thought
it strange too.

1 Obasty Thomson s refermnz to e Prye River now spelt

2. B Lt 15 ow e s of Buiterardy i s e
Nadiy e for s port

A Wikl Marsiben s vlissical Grammar s publistd aloge
with his s Dictionanc e 1612




CIAPTER XIX.

THE LAND PURCHASI,

arost next worning st daylight ; a cool land wind
its gentle breath throngh the venctians, reyiv-
and invigorating in its effects. A wist hung
down tothe ground, enveloping everything in
urity. The heads of the tall casuarina trees were
weely to b discerned.  'The elephants were busy
their morning meal, consisting of plantain
leaves, and sugar-cane. A kitten had lost
other, and wandering out approached these
animals. The elephants were female ones.
trumpeted with terror, rolling up their trunks
their mouths und making strong struggles to
their tethers, But this did not avail them;
could not succeed in getting away, so they
od trembling all over, and evidenced dsgreu ol
y which to me appeared most surprising and
ridiculous. Be that as it may, they were only
ted by the removal of the little innocent in-
der. Now quieted, the elephants proceeded with
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theirmeal, whisking about the Tranches over thejp

s o drive away fhe flies.

wood bath, T breakfasted, and taking one of!
the elephants, Bawasab and T mounted for a ride,
e
wrmed with an ivon hook.,  The keeper sat astridg:
on the eleplamt’s neek, where he seemed to have the!

The clephant was guided by a gomale (ke

most perfeet command of the docile creature.  IMa
made the ge brute kneel down for us to mount
the howdn, and on onr being mounted, it roses
Then it proceeded on our jonrney with a shaking,
disagreeable gait, but by its conveyance alone could !
we have penetrated through the serubs and over the
decp swamps, and by its means at length we wers
brought to the object of vur search, viz, the house
of Urana.

Urana was a Malay woman, with a Jarge family
of sons, whose mode of living was not apparent to
any one. Her house was situated in the densest
part of the serub, from whence various devious and
diflicult outlets diverged.  Urana’s family of sons
would have been held in high estimation had they
been piratical ; “for,” said the Malays, “a pirate
must necessarily be a man of courage.  Our princes
are pirates.” DBut as they had the character of heing
only thieves, they were despised and disliked.
“For,” said the Malays, “ thieves are cowards,—
they go below the house to steal fowls in the durk.”

Now, to maintain my truthfulness, T must fur-
ther explain that to go below 2 Malay house is no
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eult matter.  Lhere are no stone foundations
solid walls to diy under, but the honse being
on posts, the floor is several feet above the
d.  Below the floor, wre generally the goat
fowl pens, feneed round with wicker work, fo
them from the many cuemies, both hiped
quadruped.

[he reputation of Urana and her family made it
policy to lave them shifted to another neigh-
ood. 8o the pure
y was @ thing to be attained if possible.  This
the errand of Bawasab, for, and on Dehall of his
a looker on. When we

¢ of the house and pro-

e master; and [ w
got. the clephant’s trunk close up to the duory
ab grected the old Tady o the most wihning
ts, ¢ Tieblboh, to you, Urima,” said Le, = T frust
are wall.”

& Tabbeh-lake Koapnee,” rveplied Urana,  * Come
s T am a lone woman, and & poor woman; ut 1
m ashamed to speak Lefore this gentleman you
ve brought. 1 am not accustomed to see gentle-
in my rotten house.”

Never mind the gentleman, he is young, and
b bachelor, and wants to make the acquaintance of
nice lady like you, 1
eonciliatory mischievous grin,

- We soon got up the ladder; and wre seated
a mat., The ever ready siree box is placed

ana,” replied Bawasab, with

e us, and of this Bawasab purtakes.  Urana,
a closer acquaintance, was seen to be a
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withered old hag, whose capacions mouth was stuck
full of siree and tobaceo, Her black locks hung
down in digsorder; and her hands were discoloured
with a harmless, lut ugly species of leprosy,—a
disease commen to the country. Two or three of
her sons lay on wats behind her, making up for

want of the last ni eep ; but one rises suddenly,
startled af the unusnal visitors, The motherallays his
suspicions with a low word or two, so he brightens
up and weleomes us with the usual fabboh.

Now business commences, and Bawasab is the
most innocent, affectionate, agreeable man possible,
He addresses the old lady as mother, and the sons
as brothers. e says he has o great affection for
them,—as much as for his nearest relatives, not even
excepting his own sisters, His flattery is open and
undisguised, nor is it taken amiss; for he only
indulged in Oriental hyperbole. He goes on to
say that he has a great desive to see them rich, to
put them in possession of money; but alus! he has
had sore to do with his white master in George-
town fo get any for them. He has a bag of dollars
under his waist, and slowly he lets one or two drop
on the floor, and proceeds to suggest to Ais mother
what she could do with a bag of dollars all to
herself.  Urana becomes amiable; her sons shake
themselves out of sleep ; and their eyes are seen to
be bound by the sight of the wniversal dollar.
Bawasab knows how far he can go; he makes his
approaches slowly, now holding Urana’s hand be-
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een his own. No seruples against her disease
hock him ; and he softly suggests how fifty dollars
rould give her no end of fine clothes for herself, and
pium for her sons to smoke.  She could have these
ries easily by parting with a uscless bit of land
and an old house. The dollars now roll out on
vasab’s lap.  The sons’ eyes glisten ; they would
them if they dare. Urana wavers, and con-
lts with her sons in a dialect unintelligible to us,
replies, “One hundred, and the land is yours.™
asab sees his point is gained, so he haggles,
ws up his money tight, and asks her if she would
t him make but one offer.  He essays ta rise : but
ana holds him fast, and tells him lie may make
e offer.  “ Fifty-one dollars,” says Bawasab, “and
I will dare to speak to my master, Imt not one doit
ore.” She does not accept the offer; buf yet holds
s hand, and relaxes not hor grasp. The dollars
unfold themselves again, and they are viewed in
silence. The dollars, the almighty dollars leff to
themselves, produce magic effect.  The sons
inate over the quantity of risks from hroken
ones, when pursuing their avocations, these dollars
save them, and the length of time they will be
ible to enjoy themselves in the opium smoker's
radise. They now take an active part in the
by ; and, after much bantering, Jjoking, doubling,
and twisting, the bargain is struck at fifty-one
twenty-five pice, and twenty dollars is at
paid down as earnest money hefore witnesses,
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{he remainder to be paid on the transfer being made
at the collector’s office.

As a mere witness to the transaction, it struck
me as being unique and characteristic. It proved
that the power of wealth was universal, and the
weakness of vice was all-pervading, also that these
bronze and copper-coloured individuals were moved
by the same mofives us their fellow-creatures the
ities.

white men—and urged on by the same 1
Bawasab did not now tarry ; but, ta
affectionate leave, mounted the clephant, and ere he

ing a most

was well out of sight ebuckled over the fine stroke

of business he had e .d for his white master in

Penang.  The bargain took him an hour to make

but as Bawasab remarked, if you wish to deal with

thse prople yow must not hurry them.




CHAPTER XX.
GAMUT,

was @ tene Malay ; and, as [ was more in
of with him than with any ather person for a
year, T will deservibe hira us well as T am
At this time; T may say, [ lived entively
gst the Malays, seldom secing Europeans

¥ conversation was in Maluy, and current events

discussed in that langmage.

mut might stand about five feet four inches.
ged in the nsual manner of Malays, viz, in
ong (plaid), saluar (\vousers), und baje (cont),
head he wore a Bugis handkerehief; and on
he wore sandals, By his side was a keis,
which he never parted for amoment. At g
he might have been taken for a Seottish
ler ;. when near, his copper-coloured skin,
twinkling eyes, Mongolian  pl
that he was a Malay, e ndependent
fone, but rvespectful in his wanners; and,
my long intercourse with him, he neither
a fineture of low hreeding, nor a sign ol

siognomy,

1



8 LIFE IN' THE FAR BAST,

loose and improper thoughts. Indeed his sense was
delicate and keen: his ideas had a tone of high
standard. e was unmindful of money for any
other object than what was necessary o maintain
himself and family. He gradnally commanded my.
friendship. T felt T could not but respect him,
Tlis conversation was intelligent on the affairs of the:
surrounding states ; his information was deep in
the characteristios of his own race ; and his descrip-
tions of past and passing events interesting and
instructive. Yot he could neither read nor write—
a defect he bewailed with much sorrow. His age
might have heen forty-seven to fifty. In our many
rambles and rides together, he nsed to relate the
history of his own life; and as an illustration of
these soeial incidents T will put down what I can

remember,

He was hormn near Bukit Tingal, on the Juri!
viver; he once pointed oub to me the remmant of
his father’s cocoanut grove, standing in the mids_lt of
a plain of lalang (high grass) close to the mangrove
jungle.  Now ouly three trees served as a mark of
the spot—a cirenmstance which drew a sigh frony
the Malay: for these melancholy remembrances
brought back the memory of a doting father and.
fond mother, as he knew them in his sunshine of
childliood !  But he soon turned aside: grave
thonghts crossed his brow ; for time had diq)m'sad
the members of that family, and scattered them t0
and fro. Oamut was a wild young man, and want
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gsee the world ; so,in a moment of ungnardedness,
was caught in the meshes of an enlisting sergeant
the Ceylon Rifle Corps. Dosed with narcotics,
before seeing either father or mother, he was
rried on board a ship bound for a long foreign
pvice. It is not wonderful,” said Oamut to me,
at an amok fakes place; for the Dbereft and
enzied youths see the land of their love still in
v, and are maddened at the parting.”  An amok
d not occur on this occasion; Oamnf was horne
and he landed safely in Ceylon, was drilled and
ed into the shape of a British soldier. He
was also sent to school, but could never learn the
ference between a and b; he however progressed
far in English as to speak it, parrot-like; but
vhat he said was better understood by himself than
y his white friends.

~ While in Ceylon he assisted in the reduction of
hill tribes; and on one occasion stuck by his
ounded captain for three days. IHe concealed him
the jungle, and Lore him ont in safety. This
ave Oamut a, step 5 but he was bodo (unlearned), so
d not be made a sergeant. IHe served for
enty-seven years, after which he yearned to return
0 his native land. e got his discharge without
sion (the reason of this T could never satisfac-
orily learn). So he returned penniless to Pulo
ang to find father and mother, sisters and
brothers, gone! The very posts of his father's
se had rotted away.
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Under these circumstances, he entered the police
service, was engaged in taking anoted pirate called
Che Mat, whom he captured in the very midst of his
lurking-place, which was once pointed out to me at
Sunget Svakup.  The bravery of the act gained
Oamut a paugnluship (constableship), and great
became his infliuence with the Basl Indian Company's
official then in charge of the provinee (Wellesloy),
Nor was Owmut lax in his endeavours to please his
new white master (the above official), for he hesitated
not, with his
work at the East India Company’s official’s private
country houses and gardens, and thus to improve
that individual's properties. * What did it signify

istants (though in public pay), to

if! his master were pleased, though the whole Malay
world were dissatisfied “ But,” continued Oamut,
it was not the police alone that had todo work for
the government offic
India were pressed into the service to make roads,
and to work amongst his various and distant planta-
tions.”

But notwithstanding Oamut's alacrity, an evil

I. _Bands of conviets from

hour was in store for him. Ie had married his
daugliter to thenephew of the official’s nonia (native
mistress).  This nephew: gave unpardonable otfence
in a family squabble.  Oamut’s son-in-law was
ejected from the back-room cirele with ignominy.
This offended Oamut’s dignity, and he threw up his
appointment in the Honourable Bast India Com-
pany’s police service, and tendered himself to Tuanku
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Mabomned Saad, then about o make his abortive
atterupt to drive the Siamese ot of Keddal,

In his new employment, Oamut dvilled the ins
surgents, ind afterwards followed the expedition
Sangora, which was tuken by the Malays,
B veluted, the Malay
pese of the most horrible eruelties

acensed

They
would vip up the pregnant women for the mere sake
of a bet as to whether the ehild was a male or a
female; they would erush the Malay prisoucrs
ander the fiet of clephants, till they were as thin as
pancakes ;. they would inapale others on the pucho

prisoners

nipak (the sprout ol the wipaly palm), which has o
point s sharp as a spear, and which grows albout
six inches every day.  (This death is called mati de
suly, vr death by topalement, the decpest oath
uttered by the Malay.) Thus the victim would live
till the sprout had grown through his stomach and
e would die in the greatest and most protracted
misery. Such dreadful aceusations were related
with w warmth that evidenced a beliel on the part
of the listener; but 1 often hoped that they were
the mere sugeestions of over hatred—a prool of liow
the oriental can hate. I lear, howeyer, the practice
was too well known fo all native governments.
Certain it is that il the Siamese were guilty-—or
even thought guilty—of such abominations, the
Malays would not be slow in taking a full revenge
in kind, [ shudder for the vietims on either side.
Sherrard Osborne has borne witness to the cruel
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butchery of the Siamese prisoners by Tuanku Ma-
homed Saad, prier to his flight from Keddah,
Oamut went on to relate that, with success, the
Malay chieftain became arrogant and exacting; he
krised the suspected and flogged the dilatory
amongst ns army. This did not suit Oamut’s taste,
s0 he took the first opportunity to take his congé,
and returned, with many other fugitives, to the
secure refuge of the British settlement. When he
crossed the border, he was half-naked, half-starved,
worn ont, and dejected. In this condition he songht:
his daughter’s house, where he found a tender
asylum,

Having offended the East India Company’s chief
official, he held himself in cover till he sought the
powerful protection of an independent member of
the Luropean community, who, knowing Oamut’s
antecedents, extended a helping hand “to raise
him,” as he used to say, “ from the dust.”

I have mentioned that Le never parted with his
kris, this was partly from fear of assassination, partly
from pride. The Malays in British territory are
disarmed ; but, under the wing of his European
friend, Oamut was not interfered with by the native
police. The law was weak here. Ile used to say
that as a police officer he had to bring many a man
to justice, of whom some were hanged and others
were transported to Bombay. The friends of those
were but too eager for revenge ; and was he to allow
himeelf to be krised, without the means of defending
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mself?  Further, he had so offended the Nonia of
Enst Tudia Company’s chief official that hundreds
‘her bidding would be willing to make quiet end
him. Thus he always walked in fear of treachery,
wias aware of the habits of his countrymen, He
“The government of the English is adil (just),
judges will neither take bribes nor flattery ; but
e it s ouly an English government in name. The
is the real rajuk (raler).  All the lawsnits
 carried on in the back rooms of the Iast India
pany’s official’s house ; and the wan that can
ke the nonia the largest present is sure to gain
use when it comes to be tried.  Before court
ays,”" hie continued, “T have seen dozens of Chinese
twenties of Klings carrying up ducks and fowls

and dollars as presents to the nonia, so what
e can there he wlien thisis allowed ?  All the
@ and fetina (oppression and defamation) that
place, come from these back rooms; for there
onia can have her say when no one else can,

Look at this,” le would continue, “and you
easily understand how oppression and defama-
are so rife.  The nonia’s brothers, brothers-in-
and cousins occupy the high offices of govern-
. They sit at every corner of the hull of justice,
police offices, and of the land departments. A
ccannot be uttered but it is detailed to the nonia.
how are her relations paid for their serviees ?
not the Company's wages of five or ten dollars
uth that keeps up their gigs, horses, pleasure
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gardens, and women,—hut it is the bribes taken and
the unjust actions committed, The paddy (rie)
field of the ryof i
bagatelles to thes
against them. Look at the finest lands in Penaga !
Aon't they helong to the nonia’s brother, and how was
Muralibly cast aut from house and estate and turned
out to poverty und wretcheduess, his sons to the
slave market and his daughters to the rothels? Tt

ized tor luek rents, and sold fop
aphants, for no one dare bid

was by such actions as these.
Here
hausted his energy—so Tie would ask leave to retire
for the day.
T relate this man'’s story—first, hecanse 1 know it to
De true, and, secondly, to give the lie to those writers
on India who aseribe the emly influence of the

damnat had got his whole heart out, and exs

Company’s officers to their illicit conmections with
native women. These connections muy have lowered

fhem to the level of o degencrate people, and enabled
them to mix themselves up in all their petty and.
unworthy intrigues—but these conneotions, when made
by men in power, not only depraved. the holder of
office in the eyes of the natives; but, as was the case in
the above instance, were the cause of mueh injustice and.

oppression.

That the above official should have employed the;
police and convicts in working on his own properties|
and plantations, was at that time akin to the system,
that prevailed o quarter of a century previously. All
Members of Council were allowed at the public ex=
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nse 300 conviets for their private use, and such
ivate Buvopean inhabitants as had interest with
e Government were also allowed conyiets for their
pivate use. These “good ol times™ have passed
away, and not toa soon.

This Jumin River in Prosinee Wl is spels D on T
g il v <pidt Jueyin.



CHIAPTER XXL
OPPRESSIONS,

Oxg fine morning 1 was ready mounted on one of
the elephants, with Oumut by my side. T int ended
to have a look at the interior, so [ carried him with
e to inform me of the various Joculities and topics
of local inferest. We first kept along thie shore for
ceveral mmiles till the road turned in at Tulloh
Ramis for Sungei Puyoh und Bugan Lulang, at which
lutter place the Prye river was crossed.  As we
wended along the beach, T observed two rows of
young cocoa nuts in front of the old tall groves
of the villages. 1 asked Oamut what this meant ?

“« Why,” said he,  tuaity these two rows belong
to the East India Company's chief official, and those
Pehind to the Malays; and this is the state of the
case, for, for four miles along, the sea frontage belongs
to the Bast India Company's chief official, and behind
that is sometimes his own land, sometimes the land
of natives.”

«But," inquired 1, “were these numerous vile
lagers not in p ion of the sea frontage befor!
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‘the East India Company’s chief official came to this
country at all, for I sce the villagers' trees ave old
ones 7
“Ql, yos,” said Oamut, “but Tie took the front-
#ge from them, and appropriated it to himsell, and
rﬁhls was done for two reasons ; fivst, because cocoa
quts thrive best on the sea~shore, as you may casily
perceive s and, secondly, e wanted to protect his
private ferries.”
« What forries, Oamut 77 said L.
“The fervies of Tualloh Ramis,” said Owmnut ;
“on't you know, sir, that no person is allowed to
Jand all along this beach, unless he comes in the
Bast India Company’s chief official’s private ferry-
toats? It they did land they would be ]muu(&d on
by the police, and put into chokee (juil).”

« Monstrous ! suid I« This cannot be the case
in British territory #”
~ “ Monsirous or not,” said Oamut, * it is the o
The fare is four cents to go ucross to the Zunjong
(George Town), and the Iast India Company's
official takes hall of that fo his private use. Tf is
on the servants of Allal (God) but apa bulik
(what can be done) 7 The 60,000 inhabitants
the pmvm(o must submit, for the power of the
e man is mmt
“But,” Oamut continued, “the money loss is
the greatest, the loss of lives has been great, for
g the musim barat (west monsoon), the waves
high here, and the landing is safer at Bagan
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Jermal. Phe peoplesnlmit quietly ; Tt Uhey mip-
e deeply.”

This stynek e Uonew phases ina mercantile

eompany s woverment ol @ conntey. 1 owas filled

with vot a little dudi ion as I turned from the

wenapelised ghire and - procecded inland, il we

e to the ferey ab Bagun Lalany.  Here was o

pulicesstution, u police-ofticer, and a
s this a publie ferr
SN0 s he, Gt belo

Compuny’s ebiol officiul, wh

erry Lout.

v, said I, to Ot
fo the East India

land commands the

viver and voad. is land s faken so s to extend

over the sand ridge into cither swamp, so no teaflic

can tuke place without going over his ground, 8o

the churge is not for crossing the viver, hut for

going through the Bust Indin Company’s offivial's

property.  You will see that this police-
d two cents from each of us, and

afficer will oy
twelve eents for the elephant, for going ueross the
lind, and then he will be so obliging as to put us
across the river for nothing.”

“Aund who pays the policeman for his serviee ¥”
said 1, laughing.

“O" said Oamut, “the public treasury does
that.”

“Then T am to understand that tho treasury pa
the policeman to collect the tolls ol a private ferry

“Yes, just s0,” said Oamut, “and you will now
have to pay yoursell by
can reach the other si

way of prool; belore you
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ut's information proved to be correct. In
ice to the native policeman, I must state that
as polite in the extreme, he regretted that it
as his misfortune to charge a white gentleman for
ing so small a it of ground, but he wonld be
delighted t0 put me neross the river for nothing.
5 Apq bulile boat,” said he, it is the Bast India
Qampany's official’s orders.”
Having paid the impost, and erossed safely, we
eeded till we eame to two cross roads, near two
tty hills covered with the most beautilul nutmeg
tions, These hills were situated in the eentre
vast plain waving with golden vice erops. Here

wattention wis arrested by a man sitting by the
ay, and utfering loud lamentations,  The nearer
g approached him, the louder his lumentations

W,

“Why this grief?” T asked Oamut.

“Tet us stop, and then you can usk Clhe Aota
urself,” said Lie.  * Ele will el you all about it.”
I deseended and asked what ailed hin.

“Oh," said Che Kota, “a white man asks the
mse of my wisery?  Who should know better
an the white wan.  All my misfortunes have come
pon me through the anyin (oppression) of the
hite ruler of this country. That little Lill, that
utiful little hill, like fo an island in the sea;
hill ealled Bukit Polandol (moose-deer Till),
@8 once mine:"”

“Whose is it now 2" inguired 1.
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«“ Ayah, the Fast India Company's chief official
has taken it, he has ent down my serce gardens, he
has drained my paddy fields, he has cleared and
felled my «durian, mangostan, mangoe, and champada
trees.  All, all are gone. Now the bare carth
remains, which he has plauted with his own nutmeg
trees, I am undone. The spirit has gone from
me. L am like the lonely stork sitting in the midst
of a pyak propol (reedy swamp) s no one to cheer
me, no one to look kindly on me.  The large durian
with its hundred branches loaded with fruit no
longer gugor (fall), so that my childven may eat
and be merry.  All is swept away, my flesh is
wasted, and my bones are votten,”

Here his lamentation vied in sublimity with the
Psalmist, where he eries® My days are consumed
like smoke, and nry hones are burned as o hearth.
My heart is smitten and withered like grass, so that
I forget to eat my bread. By reason of the voice
of my grouning, my bones cleave to my skin. [ am
like a pelican of the wilderness, T am like an owl of

the desert, I watch and am as a sparvow on the

house top. T have eaten ashes like bread, and
mingled my drink with weeping,”

“My wife is gone, and my children are the
slaves of the stranger.”

Here he was overpowered with emotion, and tears
fell fast. T gave him some money, and tried fo con-
sole him as well as T could ; but now a large crowd

* See Pl el
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gathered and stood around. Their complaints

were much to the same purpose as Che Kota
%zere to this effeet, that the other Lill, which is the
arger of the two, and is called Bakit Merak (ved
), was once covered with froit groves the pro-
rty of the native inhabitants. These had now
been cut down and appropriated to the private use
of the East India Company’s chiel official, who hud
it planted out with nutmes trees.

One of these natives appeared a peculiar object
of charity; he was an old man upwards of eighty
ayears of age. His name has escaped my memory.
;?.ul: I well recollect another mnative, ealled Ja-
hiah, o tall, powerful man; he stepped forward
from amongst the crowd and asked the favour
if 1 would only go with him and see how his
‘paddy fields had been wrested from him, and how
enly a small remnant remained to him. 1 did
mot refuse, so I left the elephant and walked
with Jahiah one or two miles along an embank-
ment.  This embankment was now the boundary
of the Fast India Company’s official, and it was
seen to run through the widdle of the Malay in-
habitant's fields.  Jabiah carried me aeross the
'boggy parts of the wood, as he would carry a child,
I viewed his little remnant, which had a small
cottage on it, swrrounded by a fow plantain trees.
On his small remnant he had to support a wife and
children, T burned with shame when T saw the
larger portion that had been taken from him; for

, and
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this he had cleared with his own hands, labouring
under a burning sun. He showed me the lind
order to clear the piece, given by the same Last
Indin Company's official that wrested the land alter
his lahour had made it valuable. Here was a strong
brave anancto meke an eneny of, by subjecting him
to gross injury. T eould not hut recur to Oamut’s

remark that the murmurs were doeps T thought also

they might be dangerous.

Low. ev-Madris Armiy
e ol Proviee Wellesley
Heischiedly 1 or sl sty b Vit the Midiey
stite of Peenk swhich spved it stne leu Phai dommation ot
whivly carrei] i sy 6ftial sgiriiungiel

1 Wl was sloihiless Lyeur <Col o
et 124 1840 wan el
|

whin berws




CHAPTER XXTI.

DESPOTIC OFFICIALISM,

Straxae ride this morning; the fales in Mill's /is-
tory of British Didia were having practical clucida-
‘tion, the surmises of the simple country folks af
honie were being realized, when they surveyed the
ill-gotten wealth of the yollow, sleepless, snappish
nabobs that from time to time sat down in old
haunted rural mansions to linger and die. T felt
T was now actually poaching on forbidden pre-
serves,—lor these regions were forbidden to Eug-
Jishmen till the year 1533, and I had stumbled
unawares on the very heart of 4 monstrous, loath-
some despotism,

This was a wholesale way of getting rich,—first
the valualle sea frontage is pounced upon ; second
the sea highway between one British settlement
and another, containing 40,000 and 60,000 inhabi-
tfants, is monopolised for the private benefit of an
East India Company’s official; (hird, the river
dividing the province is closed to the public and
monopolized in the same manner; and, lastly, the
1
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crowning information of this morning’s ride, the
inhabitants are driven whelesale from their patri-

monies! 1 now write down what T saw with my

OWnL ey
possible the Malays might have been the vietims
of legal quibbles, but the hard, stubborn facts
remained the same,—they were ousted from their
houses and Tands.
would Tave settle
justice would have rej

and heard with my own ears. It is just

government court of inguiry

these points; or a eourt of
sted or vindicated the
of the Maliys. As furas T am aware, no inves-
tigation over took place! The Malays, ab my
suggestion, did go over lu lay their complaints
bofore Siv George Banbs an's but I fear they never
obtained redress.  The Dbelted peons around his
office would never have allowed o number of ragged
Maluys
also proceeded to the Court of Judicature, but

ims

¢ to approach his august presence. They

failed here also; they could not pay for an advo-
cate, and were not allowed to plead in Jormad
Jangicris.

Suelvdoings would be impossible in Great Britain,
here they were more than probable. Nuy, the native
rajahs of Malayan states daily and hourly commit
such acts on their people. Then, here wis in Last
India Company’s official in the position of a Malayan
rajah unchecked and uncontrolled,—how conld he,
a European gentleman, bo capable of suel transae:
tions?  Stmply in this way. He no doubt had
the feelings of a white man forty years previously s
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but he was weak-minded, and had, for thirty years,
peen held wnder pative influences. Having suecunmbed
o such trammels, he had become an Anglo-Tlindoo
vajal, and ad so conformed to the ideas of that ¢
hat e imbibed their prejudices, and mdulgod in
their oppressiveness and venality.

1 sieSimnel Graorise Bonhinm, KCB. svis Governor of e Straits
etlernesis from 1430 00 1844 and Later Governor of Mong Kung.
alan Cluagter NANA



CHAPTER XXIIL
CIE KOTA.

Onn Kota signifies « him of the fort,” and whether
Che Kota's had been that same fort that is to be
seen marked in Lieutenant Woure's clart of Pe-
nang, L do not know. At all events a fort or
stockade is shown to have crowned the summit of
Bukit Palandah in the year 1332. By referring;
to Moor's Notices of the Indian Avchipelayo—a
work that T haye not seem for many years—
there will be found a map of Province Wallesley
by Fletcher, a government  surveyor. In that
map the boundary of Provinoe Wellesley s clearly
depicted.  That houndary shows the extent of
land  Dbought fram the jah of Keddah, but
which scareely tukes in Permatang Pan.  Botl
Bukit Palandah and Dukit Merah, were, ab thati
time, in Malayan territory. It was not il th
Gth of April, 1882, {hat the boundary was €%
tended o0 as to include those two hiills.

was done after the insurrcction of Tupnkn Kudi
Ly which time the Hast India Company had &
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knowledged the supremacy of Siam over Keddah,
0 that it was by Siam’s consent that the boundary
was extended. 8o much is necessary to be related
before dealing with Che Kota's claim, and that of
others similarly situated.

Colonel Law's' istory of the British Colonics in
¢ Straits has a short sentence connected with this
bject. Tt is to this effect: A large portion of
e central distriet (of Province Wellesley), viz,
ye, was excited o rebellion, and a party of polica

proceeding on gencral duty under a small escort,
were treacherously waylaid, and a constable, three
spoys, and some peons were mnrdered.  This ¢ir-
imstance happened in August 1530, while the Tand
was Malayan, and two years prior to its being ceded
‘the Bast Tudia Company by Siam, the conqueror of
eddal. Then what were these native servants of
the East India Company doing over the border, for
ere neither at war with Keddah nor with Siam,
e Kota and my Malay informants said * that they
exeenting warrants for refusal to pay taxes to
East Indin Company’s official.” They owed no
allegiance to the British erown, they did not reside
British territory, therefore th
es, and resisted when the milifary were sent out

refused to pay

erce. Che Kota himself was absent from the
W, but his brother wus in it
he Company’s native servants had been resistud
shot, so all must fly Trom vengeance that wonld
0 surely overtake the villagers indiseriminasely.

so that was enouglh.
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Some ran to Perok, some to P
ing fruit groves, the fertile rice-fields were deserted.

In the meantime, the fronfier of the British is
pushed heyond the deserted homes of these Mulays
by the sunction of the Siamese. The insurreetion
of Tuanku Kudin is put down, and peice and sceu-

1, and the flonrish-

rity reign again,  The East India Conipany's chief
official has long coveted these two hills, and now is

hi

opportunity, he asks
adjacent lands from  the governor of the Straits
settlements.  This was willingly acceded to hy that
ligh funetionary, under the impression that the
Tands were waste, withont rice-ficlds or [ruit gurdens
on them.  The hills are taken pos

for agrant of them and-the

sion of accord-

ingly, the fruit groves e cut down aod destroyed,
and nutmeg gardens planted in their stoad.

Now Che Kota and others, knowing themselves
to b innocent of blood, return only to see their
homes and estates in other’s hands, and not a vestige
of their patrimonies remaining to them. A melan-
choly return from exile, this! The same official
that drave them out, lind now legal possession of thes
estates wnder the great seal of the State.  Speh is w

plain statement of Che Kota's grievance

That of Jahiah and others had a dif
He and others fled from Keddah, and sought an
asylum within British tervitory from the conquering
ies. They proceeded to the East India
Company's chief olticial’s offiee, and oblained a swrat
tubus tabang (occupation certificate) for lands near

ent aspect.

PDumese ¢
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Bukit Nurah. The land was under high forest, so it
was cleaved with great personal labour.  The above
certificate, by law, entitled the holder to a grant, on
the ground being put under eultivation.  Thus,
under the authority of the Hast India Company's
official, they occupied the soil, cleared it, planted it,
built houses on it with the hope of enjoying the
fruits of their labour in company with their wives
and little ones.  Thus the whole strrounding lands
“were cleared from forest tnder the daily
of the same Enst India Company’s chiel official. He
never hinted to i single veoupant, that he held a
grant over all their homes, till the fovest had heen
and
pable.  Then suddenly, he sent

pection

eut down, and the lands made into riee-fields
thus rendered vi
a surveyor to mark out his square bloek, which done,

a posse of conviets set on to build v great em-
bankment round the whole,  Thus the Malay set-
tlers [ound themselves suddenly beveft of their all in
this world.  And 1 happened fo stumble ou them
in the midst of their consternation.,

A sudden tremor scems to lave af

od the whole

population—they held np their certificites of oeeu-

pation to the Eost Tndia Company’s official, while he

pointed out to them his superior title by grant from
the goyernor.  They soon =aw it
dispnte with the holder of despot
his own personal interests. They knew nothing of
stanee, such 45 may be seen in

s power against

constitutional v
EBuropean countries ; the only resistance they conld
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think of was hy arms.  But that latter resistance
involved terrible vesults, the gallows of the English,
or the sword of the Siwmese. They bore their
grievances, therefore, in silent sorrow—for justice
was never rendered them.

By the Honourable East Indin Company, the
author of their sorrow was honoured, advanced, and
pensioned—but what did this avail him? The
curse of a higher power fell on him.,  Zfis home was
blighted cven more awfully than was Che Kotd's, and
his estates passed info the hands of strangers.

1 This would be the e Liit-Gol Tames Law . mientioned
er i Chiginer NXL Low sweite aimerons articlos s thye Listory of
the Straits senlnenes. the Maly Peninsaln sl Sinn whiclh sers
publishedd it Jornisl of the dudian Arehipelozn




CIHAPTER XXIV.
DISCLOSURES AND REFLECTIONS,

yG delayed by crowds of natives, we did not
ve at Permatang Passeir before dark, and here
amnut and I lodged with his son-in-law,--a young
dsome M
porning, and walked to a place ealled Kota, the
dence of o Malay chief, situated just Leyond the
ndary of British territory, Here 1 called on
ku Abdulla; and, after some slight convers:
, retived o view the village, or rather hamlet.
ta always had a bad reputation ; for here all the
otorious charneters congregated on a commanding
From henee they could issue and comnit
lepredations on the well-cultivated pliins of Pro-
ce Wellesley 5 there they could safely digpose of
heir ill-gotten goods, and spend the proceeds in
ILeve

We were up by daylight next

mbling, co ghting, and opinm-smoking.
net many of the Proyinee Wellesley M
own o e, indi
& three lavourite pastimes of the Malays.  Oamut

pation at

g ineaspell of di
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remarked that here they are like buffuloes wasting

their substance on those pigs of Chinamen, who im-

pose upon their v
to be so fond of gambling that they would gamble
away their clothes, children, and at Tast  their
wives, till they had nothing but their skin to cover
them. We left this den of iniquity, and, said
Oamut, quietly, “ Keep your pistol cocked and
ready, fuan, when you sce me uncover wmy Aris, as
we pass through the blukar (serub), for many o man
have T known to be set upon here for far less than
we are supposed to carry upon us.” We passed
over the boundary, however, all safe; and, after a

knes:

s. I have known Malays

breakfust of rice, eurried fowl, and plantain, we
mounted the elephant and set out on our journey to
Bukit M N

On leaving Permatang Passeir, we had to pass

aver a long swamp filled with dead tre 50 we

hiad an opportunity of watching the cauntious saga-
city of our noble animal. Al soft parts, he would
break off a branch of a tre, and lay it forward
with his trunk, p

ss on it well with his fore feet,
letore moving his hinder legs, At other parts, he
would push over a tree in the direction he was
going, and thus make a bridge for himself to pass
alomg.  This was tedions, though interesting work ;
rra firma.
sdom, the
buffalo honesty, the tiger firoeity, the snake stealth,
the alligator voracionsness : in man all these attri-

and T was glad when we arvived on t

Qamut said, “ The elephant represents
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g are combined, so he is more feared than them
put together.”
We soon rose aver the plain, and found ourselves
the top of a hill called Bukit Indramnda, covered
ith clove trees and planfain gardens, the: property
some enterprising Chinese settlers,  Fere we
d. scan the whole provinee from the Krean to
e Mudae. Selecting remarkable spots, T asked
amut whose they were. “That," said he, “is
Anrgading, a nutmeg estate of the East India Com-
any’s chief official ; and that is the ferry station
Aurgading, the private property of the same
ial ; and that is Bukit Jelutong, the coffee
antation of the same official s and that is Tulloh

ar six or seven miles s and that in the distance
Kota Aur, another private ferry of the same

which all the population must passs; and that
pretty hill to thesouth is Bukit Tamboon,’ another

nubmeg estate of the sawe official ; and that low

ill is Tasseh an infended sugar plantation of the
e official.”

Wy,
has everything, and nohody anything. Who can hare

said 1, “Owmut, stop!  Your official

interest in supporting the Stati 2"

We proceeded on slowly, and I found myself moral-
i Is this a type of the government of the
Bast India Company ¥ [t cannot be.  But granted
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that it is, then their justice must be like unto w
TDuteh nutmeg —when monopolized, one shilling per
pound, when free, one farthing per pound, and then
easily obtainable. But then there is this difference,
a nutmeg is a luxury—justice a necessity.  But
whenee the parallel? Here it is.  An East Tndia
Company’s governor at 50001 per annum, not to
be approached; a resident councillor at 24007
per annum, not to be seen; a judge at 450070
per annum, ot to he reached. Truly this East
India Company's service is the finest in the world
for those who ave in it. But what are the
people the hetter for all fhis, when justice is so
precious #

Oamut nudged me on the side and said, ““Here
is Kubong Simang—a dismal swamp that we must
pass through.”  We descended at a Malay hut, and
found an old man, his wifeand thrae children, in an

r. They subsisted on a
small garden of plantains, whose fruit they sold to

estreme state of pove

s by, The man was afflicted with elephanti-
sis in both legs, and great uleers hroke out over
each insteps Oh, horrible! T shuddered.  He
conld barely walk, vet the calm, placid countenanece
of that man was a bright lesson in the virtue of
resignation.

“Oamut,” T asked, “how does this man live 2

Said he, “His wife keeps him.”

“ How #”

“She chunkals (digs) the ground, and plants the
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garden.  She is rajin (smarf), pandei menchari
makan (clever at sceking a living). She makes
enough to feed and clothe her husband and chil-
dren.”

“How can that be?” said I.

“Oh,” said he, “ she will get 300 bunches in the
year from her garden, and that will bring them
fifteen ringits (fifteen dollars), which s chukup
anakan (enonglh to live upon).”

“How do yon make that ont ¥ said 1.

“Well,” said he, “four sarongs will clothe him
and her—the children rvequive none—that makes
four dollars; then two chupas a day of rice ave three
doits a day, or eleven dollars a year, which makes
ap the fifteen dollars « year.  Now, what with the
Little fish they cateh in the ditches and roadside
puddles, they ean keep body and soul together, and
that's all the servants of God showld ask for.”

This wus a new system of philosophy, certainly
not imported from the west.

We crossed the swamp, which was named after
‘the aborigines (for the Malays are interlopers like
the Fnglish), it being the place where they as-
sembled af certain seasons to feast on the T ampui

fruit, to drink its effervescing juices, and to met
drunk to their heart’s content; Lut this was only
once a year,

Aswe proceeded along at a slow pace, 1 began
Cagain to refleet,  This East India Company's
Official —what was Le that he should hold despotic
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sway over 60,000 hyman heings ? - He is part of
n general system ; and, in his own country, no
doubt was morally and intellectually reared.  What
Thas changed his nature from the healthy, faiv-play-
loving Briton to the bloated tyrant ? Native connee-
tiows of a {ow and illivit kind.  Why so?  Because
e has been Hattered for thirty years, and flattery
insitdiously impairs the mind; and the climate,
impairing the energy, has made flattery the more
destructive.  Fluttory and climate destroy the oviginal
independence of the Europsan,  He is now under the
trammels of his native conneetions ; they are hated
with a gnawing hate, and live under the fear of
treachery, They suggest oppression on their marked
enemies to discomfit them ; and, by flattering his
vanity, and pandering to his avar he falls a
victim to their wily toils, and the Britisk official
becomes o tyrant ! Oh, how unfit a representative of

England's  manly Chris tanity ! how unlike {he
noble disinterestedness of England’s most noble
statesmen ! Tn this case how much did not this
state of affairs tend to lower the Buropean in the
native estimation, to destroy his high prestige, and
to ultimately

Oamut again nudged  me, and awoke me to

annibilate his power !

veality, for the pepper gardens of Bukit Moratajam
were now in view., We procceded to view them
He Liad many acquaintances amongst the Chinese
here, and we stoppad ab the head man's house at
wid-day.  Here we were hospitably regaled with
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imice, salt lish, tea, and sweetmentss alter which we
ook an carly departure, heing anxious to veturn to
Kubong Boyali that evening.  Leaving the eleplant
at Permutany Passeir, we pushed through o foot-
Mrauk then being cut through the mangrove jungle
from a place ealled Bagan Srye.  Thos we returned
to the bungalow after dark.
Before parting with Oamnt that night, T asked
Lim how long Province Wellssley belonged to the
British ?

Hesaid, © Upwards of a quavter of a century.”

“And how was the populution governed during
bhat, time ¥

“ By w single white official, assisted by one or two

Indo-Portuguese clerks
“ Who was the rule
“I'he nonin.”

“Yes, true ; but who was

wagistrate

“The Fast Indin Company’s official,”
“Who was coroner "

“The East Indin Company's offieial,”
“ Wlho was surveyor-geners
“The Bast India Compuany's official”
“ Who was tax colleetor £

*“The Bast India Company’s offieial.”
* Who was commander of the troops #”
“The East India Corapany’s official.”
“Who was superintendent of roads ?"
“The East India Company’s official.”
“Who was register of land elaims ?”
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<Pl Bast Todia Company’s official.”

<Well, T osee, Ownut, that the Hast India Com-
pany’s oflicial, to o justive to his churge, wonld
requive to be a demigod,  Tlow many schools are
there in the provine

“ Nune.”

“Phen the Fast Todin Company’s offi

al s not
sehoolmaster amongst the nwmerous offices ™

“No; the more dgnorand the people are’ kipt, the
Toss trovble loe thinkes he il v in kueping them quiet.”

“[lave you sen any Europeans besides myself in
this provinee ¥

“ Vory seldom, indeed.,  The Last India Com-

al wrote to the Governor recommending

pany’s offic
that none should be allowed ingress.”

“ Hus the Governor ever inspected this provinee 2

“ Never, to my know Jedge.”

Do appeals ever o to higher courts o

“ Very seldow, except in cases of murder.  The
people are afraid to question the st India Com-
puny’s official’s judgment, lest the nouia’s creatures
might be set upon them.”

Happy illustration this of the benevolent and
putriarchal goyernment of the Honourable Company
of Merchant Adventurers trading to the !

At sonthern e e i of

t T hese vivers e
Provive Wellialoy . Kee

2 Homgson il 0t podneaie B dis Bl ow et
Tanbn sl i vepnduced i Fhe Flamson Poimtizs 1993

vis s sl Keti
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A WATER EXCURSION,

Ve made a very early start one morning for a
water excarsion on the Prye River. The carly
dawn was scarcely to be nlxs\muumhud in the Bast,
Venus shone with splendour, and the Great Bear
(refehied its long body over the northern liemi-
ssphere, The Singapore sampan floated in the calin
Sraters, not even a ripple broke against the sandy
shore.  The tall casuarina trees east (heir shadows
ownwards in the water. Tt had been a ealm, still
ht. The cool land breeze was searcely to he
cted agninst the wetted finger. eve lay the
mpan, a model of marine architecture, a patent
of that " the wave line was long known to he
ays before Scott Russell had ever been dreant
e—bruulosf at one-third distimee from fhe stern,
gradually narrowing to the sharp gracelul

Five Malays already sat in the boat af the
s and steering paddle. We loitored a little to
ire the model, as fur as the coming light would
le us.
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At length Oamut came with the gun and the
kris, and we stepped on board and sat down on
comfortable Siamese cushions ready laid for us.
We skirt along the sandy shove, and eross the Hats
of Bagun Luar, Here Oumut cries, “Seo that
boyah (alligator).” T lookerl, but could not discern
anything. “There he is; what a big boyal!” T
was yet ab falt. Dan't you see his eyes sticking
above the water, and two or three knobs of his
Duck " said Oamat. Now 1 could make these things
out, if they helonged 1o an alligator ; but 1 doubted if
{hose Tittle lack spots could be o living thing.  We
pull up to it 1t makes a splash and a dive—
2 Lideous thing, at least twelve or thirteen feet long.
Forties and filties of natives werd wading  breast
deep over this same flat pushing theiv prawn nets,
unscared by the horrid reptile.  This apathy or
resignation on their part i3 muaccountuble to the:
life-loving, life-enjoying Juropean. Their lives too:
often Ll a sacrifiee while engaged in this cmploy=
ment ¢ bub prawns must be had for curries and
lialaehong—two indispensables in fur-castern cuisiness
We now enter into the broad bosom of the Pryi
skirted by mangrove jungle on either side.  Th
Sun now peeps over the horizon, and we pull un
tlie shaded side, and Jisturh a Targe herd o juditon
(large monkeys) ; theso ery, shake the branches, gri®
and leap from. tree to tree, making gesture whit
parody Inmanity. [ 5ift my gun, the Malays }
I fire, and down comes a areat

annoyed.
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making such piteons eries as a ehild would utter.
Oamut saild, “Don’t shoot any wmore; sivg it is
against the adat (eustown) of the Malays to kill a
monkey.”

To this the steersman added, * More than that,
siry il s a doso (sin) o Kill one’s own kindred 5 for

is nob the monkey deseended from our 0w dato
nenc (ancestors), the great chiel of whom was Han-
doman, -« dewn (demigod) of great prowe e
will bring eheludie (mislortune) on us, if you shoot
any more.”

I had as little hearl to kill another monkey as

any of the Malays. I Tave no doubt the same im-
pulses supported  the
act was too lik

o superstition and my pity.
and T had qualms of
ands,

We glide on, We pass numerous alligniors lying

murd

ce many days afters

i the mud basking in the now rising sun. Some
@ their mouths wide open, as Oumut cxplains,
or the purpose of catching flies, which settle on the
e, and are imprisoned by sudden collupse of
jows.  We enter a narrow ereck, called Swngei
¢ Here we meet a boat load of Malays, one of
m had a shocking aspeet,  This skin was spotted
h white leprosy.  One hall of Tis fuce and body
livid white, the other dark brown. 1 shuddered
8 affliction. We pass, and the ereck narrows.
derful little crabs wre now seen to run over the
and banks—scarlet, blue, green, and yellow.
t beautiful little fellows! And they bear a

K2
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huge ¢law over their backs, as good as any
As we approach, they dive inte innumerable lig
in the mud and disappear.  We at length, with ¢
rising tide, get upto the village situated on
edye of the mangrove, and bordering an immey
level plain of waving corn.  We secure our
and partake of break

The superstition of the Malays regarding Hundos
wan (Hanuman of Hindoo mythology), who
represented in the form of a monkey, wonld indica
that the Keddah Malays are yet ouly partially
Mussulmans. Still when we see onrmodern Engligh
believing in spivit-rapping and clairvoyance, is @
Sair to say that such are only partially Christianized®
Superstition, which is a curse to the uncivilized, as it
enthrals his mind, subdues lis understanding, fetters
and bears him down to the dust, even

st

his enterp
still asserts its sway over those calling themselves
the most enlightened of mankind.

After breakfast, we walked out to survey the busy
scene,  Here were thousands of men, women, and
children, busy securing their golden crops. In
these rural scenes it was observed that the gentler
sex were at full freedom to exhibit their counte-
nances, there being no veils to hide a pretty face,
no indications of a husband’s unamiable jealousy.
The paddy was being cut with the rurgum, already
mentioned, and the rice was being beaten out by
the buffalo, as deseribed in Seripture. The lands
here are rich, carrying heayy erops (six conchas to
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They yiclded @ rent of hall” the erop
hich would amount to 20 or 34 sterling
. Yeb so unsottled were these times, that

onld be bouglit for from two to five yeurs'

varieties of rice are numerous, and well known
agricultural Malay. The vice off Keddah i
iy esteemed for its whiteness and ilavour. The
makes a capital palla, which an custern cook
tning in making warvellously palatable.



CITAPTER XXVI,
ANOTHER BATD,

Accompaxtip by Owmut and a Malay erew, we
started at 3 e one day Tor the Jurvo River. The
tide was high, and the sea Lrecze wus blowing a
light gale. We hoisted our mat sail and skivted
first the white beach, then the mangrove jungle,
When oft Sunget Seakup, Oamut pointed out the
place where he had captured the infamous Che Mat,
a pirate who used to pounce upon, rob, and murder
gar hoatmen, plying between Batu
Kawan and Penang., T a leaped joyously:
parkling the waving

the Chinese

against the mangrove bush
leaves with delight.  Our spirits were buoyant
with the fine run, as we sped close along the
bushy shore.  As mangrove grows in several feet
of water on its strange branching strutted roots, it
looks like o partially submerged forest of a bright
green colour; and, at high water, particularly, the
sight is pleasing, but at low water the muddy flats
in which it grows render its proximity then not ab
all inviting.
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was dark before we made the Jurvo; and; as
prom:hcd, T was strack with the tinkling bell-
oise of myriads of trampeting inseets in the
e, now busy raising their loudest notes.  The
was rendered the more charming by the aler-
yise and fall of the sounds caused by the gentle
on the shore. 'We ran in and sought accom-
fnodation at a native police-station, where we slept
rather lay—for the night, as the innnmerable
uitoes tormented us almost to madness.
@ were astir early in the morning; and, after a
of tea, we started to have a look at the country,
rst had to go through some thick tall forest,
I shot a bird called the tookang. It carries a
markably large Dbill; and, when flying, iwitates
sound of a person swwing wood. We had not
eded far before T started back at the sight of a
t print of a large tiger's foot. This was my
acquaintance with the footprint of a tiger, so 1
‘nervous ; but, in after years, the oecurrence was
§0 common to me us to pass unnoticed.
The Malays said : “Never mind, tuan, that one
dato; it will not harm you.”
“How s0?" said 1.
It is one of our ancestors, so will not meddle
with mankind.”

Btrange idea, thought I, a remnant of the
ndoo belief in metempsychosis.
@ proceeded, and arrived at a village planted in
midst of tall ancient palm and fruit trees. Here
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was an old man sitting on the ground, Blind, aud

deeply scarred over the head and . We saluted
the old man, and, after some rest, asked the canse of
the s  blindne

“MTuan,” said hey, “ 1 was a strong young man,

Since then [ have been blind aud
vas then a young man, aud went up
that hill to cuf rattans for making matting. A
tiger sprung on me, but T fought with Him, 1
cloft his skull open with my parang (¢hopper). 1
have no more recollection of w
when I awoke T heard my wife sighing. I tried to
look at her; but I conld not see. < Where is the
tiger ¥ suid I, raving. My wife said “Tlush, you
are very il The tiger is dead, and we found you
avch lying beside it. We thought
you dead; for you were weltering in blood,  We

t oceurred, hut thiat

after some da,

lifted you up to take you to the kramat (hurying
ground), but when we were washing you, life had
not ebbed out, and you have revived.”  The fore-
claws had eleft my skull and torn ont my eyes, yet
dingan tolimg Allah (with God’s assistance) 1 fived,
and am now an old man, with children and grand-
children.”

Strange idea of the Malays to call so terrible a
scourge as the tiger by the reverential name of

g
4

ndfather.”  Yet when we consider how prone
uncivilized man is to propitiate the evil influences,
rather than to honour the Author of all Good, we
need not wonder at this.
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Teaving the old mum, we str across 4 paddy

field to Bukit Togungor, amd wrrived at o Malay
house, stockaded and  covered  with dense finit
groves. Here we were civilly entortuined by the
Malay owner with cocon nuts and fruit.  While thus
engiged, we Tad time {o inspect the work of a0
Malay woman who was weaving,  She had six fin-
gers on cach hand, sl was husy woaving a savony
of a checked pattern.  Her appavatus was of the
rudest deseription, yet the web was strong and
lasting.

Leaving this, we proceeded over undulating
praivies of lalang, at times passing through deserted
groves—at times through open spaces,  We walked
for several amiles till we came to the mangrove
jungle at the head of Jujong Muti. The vegeta-
tion was exuberant. yet our impressions were nie-
lancholy,  Wasted by the tiger and the pirate, the
whole country was depopulated,  There stoed the
posts of the houses, and there the ancient palm and
froit. groves; but all was silent us death, and the
wail of the nnka pe) sounded the funeral dirge,
We returned fo the police station by dark.

Next morning at four o'clock we started in ow
boat for the head of the Jura River, Tt was dawn
before we reached the landing place at Bukit Ketehil,
Here the clephant was ready waiting for me, T
stopped for some time with the native mercliant of
the place, a Jawi Pakan (Indo Malay), and we
found i busy, even at that carly hour, buying
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and selling to the Malays. They bronght sugur,
rice, rattans, &c., for sale, he giving in reburn, opium,
cloth, ironmongery, &c. Iis conversation was to
thie following effect :—

« Well, aan, Tam glad to see you. T am glad to
see u white man here, it shows the comnfry is pro-
gressing when g white man thinks it worthy of his
notice.  They are a had set here; all thieves—all
thieves. I have been robbed three fimes, burnt out
twice, and stabbed once. All thieves, gamblers,
cock-lighters, and opium-smokers,  Zuan, they
want to feel the Aukkum kras (strong law) of the
white man. Yes, sir, let the strong law of the
white man come down to us, then I will be able to
ent my rice in peace.”

Just then a customer would avrive, so his atten-
tion would be diverted to him. The Malay brought
syrup.

« What is the price of that gula, oh Inehi?”

“ o conts a catty,” replied the Malay.

“May I make an offer " said the merchant.

« Yes, oh father!" said the Malay.

« Will you take half a cent a catty?” said the
merchant.

«No, oh father!” said the Malay, without anger.

Now they haggle for half an hour, and compound
{heir differences by barter. The poor Malay was in
the hands of the wily merchant, for he had not got
his accustomed smoke of opium and the merchant
knew this.
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This business being disposed of, my merchant
nd would continne: ** These Malays ave a stapid

0

But reverting again to his ill-usage amongst
them, he would say, “ They ave a bad sef, o lazy set
of thicves. I wish you white gentlemen would
gome and sctile here, then the lear of the gallows,
or banishment to Bombay, would keep them in
order. 1 shall never he safe till the white man
‘comes up here”

Leaving the merchant, I mounted the elephant
at nine oclock in the forenoon, and leaving
Oamut to return by boat, T struck for T
While we passed over the open country [ was led
\to a large stone having unknown characters cut out
on it; and having gazed ab it for some time, we
struck into the high jungle; and, after a tedions
Journey of about seven hours, we came upon the
open clearings of the Malays of 7asseh. Hoving
only my gomala (elephant keeper) with me, he en-
livened the journcy with recounting the great dan-
thereof, particularly if we fell in with a herd of
elephants, whose marks were numerous, and most
of all, our dangers would be increased if we fell in
with a gaja toongal (a lone elephant). Ile said il
we meb with this we were done for, as it wonld
eateh our female elephant by the tail and lwold it
there till he pulled it out. [However these prog-

sselt,
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nostications: proved fallacions, and we came slly
to the habitations of man.

We found that the men of the settlement had yl)
alit ag
the wvnsual appavition of a white mun, a geans they:

departod, so the women were in o great (v

lad never scen before, so we pussed on, notwiths
standing it was dark, till we arived at the Tt of
some Chinese wood-eutfers. Making our errand
known. viz.
hospitably asked in.  The gomala tethered the
elephant, and such simple fare as the host had, was
set before us. This was riee, salt fish, and tea.
The hut was small, and he had forty or lifty coolies
in bis employment—these lay in pairs in their beds
under mosquitoe cartains.  Every bed had a light
inside of it, and here some amused themselves by
singing in high falsetto tones, others smoked tobaceco,
and others opium.  The air of the apartment soon
became fietid, steaming, and overpowering. 1 was
accommodated with a bed to myself, and my gomala
lay on a bench close by me, I lay down, but feel-

lodgings for the night, we were most

inj

smothered, I rushed out to the open air several
times during the night, only to be driven back by
the fear of tigers, for their foot-prints round the
liouse were observed daily.  After one of the most
comfortless nights L ever spent, T hailed the carly
refreshing dawn with its cool land breeze. Rousing
my gomala, he prepared the elephant; and, alter
an early breakfast, we started for Bukie Tamboon.
Having passed through the bush, evidently full of
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abundant,
gmnnd the open vouds  Here, tived of (he cle-
ant, 1 desconded and walked on foot to Bukit
boow, which place 1 gained by noon.  Here 1
raged w canoe fo carey me o Chankat Koledag,
d returned from thence to Bukit Tamboon by
k.

Here I engaged the canoe, with two men, to take
to Kubony Boyah, so we pilled all night, and
there Ly light next mormning. Tt was a
utiful moonlight wight, and lucky it was for us
wwno Clhe Mats were fallen in with,  These excur-
ns were nob without the escitement of danger,
may be inferrod. 1 may mention that the very
n that paddled we down the Juyjony Ldup was
t day whisked off his canor Ly the tail of an
gator, and devoured alive. The alligator sunk
the bottom, hut the effervescence of the dead
ly made the monster rise to the surface two days
wards, when it was caught, and Dronght on
shore.  When opcnul the hml) ul the TN Wi

whose fuotprints were v

d decom posed and du‘lppc‘utd
At a subsequent visit to T
an old and intimate friend.” On this occasion we
a Malay house to stop in, and when so housed,
rained for three days continuously, so that we
ould not go out. Tt was there that 1 first felf the
ower of Shakspeare, whicl my friend read with
discernment and fecling.  How often have 1

seli, I was joined by




142 LIFE IN LI PAR WAST,

dwelt on that little episode of life!  Our Malay:
retainers showed great care of ns; thoy woere well
armed and lay around us.  And why so? may be
asked.  The common fear of treachery! And was.
this groundless? No. A week later, two othen
Buropeans made their way to the same place; and;
at dead of night, were attacked, the one beiug_'
murderced, the other left for dead.

these that T became
aequainted with every nook and corner of the pro-
vinee, from Arean to Muda, and by which 1 made
extensive acquaintance with the native landholders,
tradesmen, and planters, Being then the only non-
official European resident in the province, | liad.
free and unfettered access to the confidence and
sympathies of the people. T found the gt'nur-’ﬂ‘:
population while steeped in ignorance, poverty, and
superstition, possessed of many amiable characteris-
ties. They were invariably civil and obliging in their
demeanour,  No doubt, in the back-lying parts,
thieves and petty pirates, and even murderers,
abounded ; but, in the eultivated districts, the peaple
were quiet and orderly. Their habits and castoms
might be repugnant to our Buropean morul code;
Dut is that not as it always has been from time im-
memorial ? T could not but feel that here was &
grand field for a benevolent and philanthropie
government. A small portion of the knowledge of
the arts and sciences imparted to the people, would:
have afforded many advantages to the governors

It was in such excursions
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the governed ; even the knowledge of reading
d writing would have Deen a great hoon to the
pulation in increasing their powers of obseryation,
ging their experience, and geuerally in im-
oving their condition. A retrogressive govern-
t might fear this, an intelliyent and vigoraus one
uld cherish it.

Sl upon DTS’ Wi
SO Lganin Do B bttt g bt s 145310
mson resendic than Lo wis s compai an Lasseli il on
o journeys i Malavae Jamies Riclardson Fozan hael been st
ol Witly Thismison el pracised (= o liwaer in Peoin ol
apovie Hle s o becans Gt s e fonander of the
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CHAPTER XXVIL

THE BOARITUNT.

T locality of Subrang Prye was infosted with the
wild hiog,—so much so that attempts at planting:
ruitless ; what was pnt into the ground tos
day,; was swre to he uproot ed at night. This led w
general hunts of the destructive animals.  The nas
tives having plenty leisure on fheir hands, were fond
of {le excitement of a boar-lumt, so they
responded to the eall of Jambat babi (p
Toli Balher was called in to consult with usas t0
the getting up of a grand hunt Behind  Dagan
Luar. Te was said to be skilled in devices fo
cllveting their dustraction, so his opinion was o
tuken, and his eounsel was fo he follopwed,  He s
{hat there was only one Boar he could not eng
fo destroy, as no Dikemat (mnlri\'a\m-v) of his, or 8
other man's couli) ever entrap it. It ow
(invulnerable) fo muskets and blunderbusse:
yory c¢hain) on
that

wera

as it had a jangeor aeading (an i
anout. 11 it could possibly he canght with
its mose, it might he talen 3 but, as it only put
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chain off when feeding at night-time, {here was little
chaneo of its thus being taken at fanlt. ¢ However,
all others,” he said, ¢ I lknow how to destroy, and that
in o way T will soon deseribe to you. The fivst thing
;s to make two long fnces, ranning np to a point,
rA‘r. the point we place strong {rames for the animals

to rush through; and now it is, in the instant of
their passing through, that they meet with inevi-
“table destraction ; for in the frame are fixed fonr
sharp sabit (Llades), which rip up the animal in an
anstant.”  Thus instrueted, T had the work pre-
ed, under Tob Bakker's instrnetions, and invited
several personal friends on. w set day,—that day
ving been first named a ucky one hy Tol Bakker,
We collected numerous Malays to beat the bush,

ab fhie time appointed, mounting our elephants,

arvived af the seene. TEowas inoathick copse
d, where the wild hog abaunded. We had a
L space cleared for the animals to pass hilore
ing at the frame, so that we might have a shot
ay of excitement and practice. We dismounted
the eleplinnts, and sat on some trees whose
hes were cat so as to afford a seat. The hush-
s having collected 1o 1he number of two
ree hundred, commeneed at the further end
a yell and din that soon bronght the animals
&y and, as they approached; we were all on
a small panther Jeaped across
al guns were fived at him, but he
1; and, as he leapt over the frames, he was
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not injured. Not so with the wild hogs; hoars
swine, and pigs rushed past—many of them being
¢ plimged into the bladed

hit before,—and madl
ide of which they lay, ewt up

frames, on the outor s

on four sides, woltering in their blond.

The Malays, heing Malomedans, would not foneh
the slain animals; but the Chinese greedily carried
off the
our own table, whicl, on heing
soom eub up into joints and cnrvics,  This made no

arenses.  We reserved one sl ome for

yried home, was

bad eliange from the usual diet of fowl and fish,

A dinner of this sort was always wuch enjoyed
in Tndin.  The free and frank intercourse of ISuro=
and abandon, provided the

peans, and their hilart
best rolish to a somewhat simple fave. Bass's
best " flowed pretty frecly on such occasions, shirpens
ing the wits and sustaining a constant flow of jokey

somg, and, not unl'rmlm'mly. mad frolic.

At 4
not end so well, @ huge tusked boar Litying tarm
on the uatives, vipping up fwn of them so hadl)
that they had to he horne from the field on
Tl dead.

Dsequent boar-hunt £0 this, the s

atretohie
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REPTILES AND INSECIS,

As 1 had fnished Dreakfast one morning, 1 was
led by the noise of men’s voices and dlamouring,
[ lgapt up out of my conch and ran to the verandal,
There were fhur men hanling along something black
ich T could not muke out. T was not kept long
suspense, for on secing me they called out that
Hiey had brought an alligator for me. T went down
them, and swre enpuigh they had bronght an alli.
r, about ten feot in leng They had lim
d hand and oot with stout rattans, and thios
o were his jaws firmly closed s indeed they had
lim so securely bhound that ke could searcely moye.
appeared that they had found him near the man-
e, lying gorged with food, so that he was in a

ant state.  This was the scerel ol his laving
secured and hauled along. T paid the men a
ar for the alligator, and sent it over to a seien-
2 friend residing in Penang,  This scientific
end was foud of experimenting, so the alligator
s powers completely tested.



48 LIFE TN THE FAR TAST,

On visiting my friend three weeks afterwards, T
asked low his subject goton: < Ee mtaten,” suid he,
with gveat gloe, T hardly dawr gae newr it noo; ity
ik ; bt come aia loon, and T}

Z

jumps like
let you see some fun.”

It appears my friend had gob an hout’s amuse-
ment daily, before gaing to hreakfast, by setting hig
bull tervier at the alligator, At first ull the barking
and biting of the dog conld not move him, now!
he had only to go within five yards to excite the
monster to such an extent as to bear ond my friend’s
practical descriplion, Though still tied and bound
as the Malays had bronghit it to me; by tw ing and
jerking its Dody it could throw i 1
up in the air, and ¢ t was the difliculty t!
Tiad in avoiding blows from fhe animal's tail,—and I
can aver that n switeh from this woull have beett

enough for poor “ Pepper.”  Such was the state

the reptile, after being three wweeks without  foo
Soon after this it was destroyed, and its stulled bod;
ol friend’s studio for many a day.

graced my S

Not long after this ovewrred, the Malays fi
across a boa-constrictor in the same state of stupore
They wade a running noose, and threw it over it
Yead : and, in this manner they hanled it along 08
my bungalow. Tts length was nearly fifteen foety
and an immense swelling in its middle, showed that:
it was gorged with some lurge animal. It lay as if
it were lileless, so I set, the Malays to rip up Wl
stomach, This they quickly did with their pisau rauts
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eulinr knives), and out fell a full grown wild hog,
rely whole, excepting a little flesl from off its
o our astonisloment the serpent lay perfect ]y

dormant—a  physivlogical fact that ductors nmay

On the Chinese hearing of the serpent,
ssenibled from the village and hought it from
o carry ofl home. It appeared that they
hly relished it as an article of food,  Alsuin, a
lay, explained to me the mamer in which the

ictor catches the wild hag.  The log
for itsell’ in Alie serubiy in whicl it

=
g
g

: The serpeut. finds out the nest
and coils itself” rouud the interior, so that the nest
wins nearly as large as it was, The unsuspecting
d hog on entering its abode is thus caughit in the
sof the serpent in a moment, and erushed to

One day I had gone out for a trip, and on my
turn found my sorvant Tying all Lis length on the
r uttering wild exclamations of pain and terror,

ake six fect long, now lying dead.  When quiet
s restored, T ascertained that, during iy absence,
snake had got into my bed, and us the servant
about to make if, the veptile flew at him and bit
He fled from the house in great terror, snd
e of the neighbours dared to go in {o kill the
uder. At last an old Malay woman, taking a
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switeh i her hand, cantiously peeved through the
door, and pereiving the veptile on the floor gave it
king its back,

4 stroke with Al switeh, thus b
and rendering it harmless.  The bite did not prove
deadly.  Ilaving sent my servant to o Furopean
physiciun hoapplied a lotion—which, i it was not
the means of cffecting a cure, at any vate did the

patient no barm,
Tu the course of a few months, such were my
s of the larger reptiles. Amongst the

experienc
smaller sorts, scorpions and centipedes weve nus
merous: and T had the misfortune to e hitten by
the latter. Tt was a small one, so I was relieved
[rom excossive pain in a few hours. The inscets are
more annoying than these, though they are not so.
terrible as the veptiles.  The cranga, or red ant, is
u most disagreenble, pugnacious fellow, and exces-
sively annoying to wood-cutters. 1 have seen @l
Malay so bitten by them, that he hecame a mass of
uleers, and did not recover for months.  The land=
leech, also, is very irvituting to persons travelling:
in the primeval jungles; but, of all insects, the
cand-lly beats everything in its tantalizing tortures.
1t bites through stockings, and is not to be beaten
off, by smoke, ov by famming; further, its bites
coutinue their irritation for seyeral weeks, and somes
times break into sores, The hornet is a very nu‘
merous tribe in Penang, A few of them can kill
hosse ; and T believe that six of them could kill
man. T once got a sting on my right foob whi€
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<iand for weeks alter-
wards a little walking wonld cause the wlhole foot
to swell,

Of all the veptiles, the snake is most alihorrent to
mankinds and these regions abound with them,
botl on shore and at sea. T well recollect, when
leading  my horse throngh a brook near Mount
Brskine, that 1 was about to place my foot in the
coil of 4 hideous snal

Jaid me up for several ¢

T pereeived my danger, and
gave  leap that surprised me. My hair stood on
end, and I shuddered all over.  Tho beautiful green
snake is innocuous, but not so the black and mottled
ones; and the sea-snakes, of the tiniest forms, are
deadly.  Suakes infest the bath-rooms and founda-
tions of Louses; and, in wet weather, they aseend
dnto the upper rooms.  They climl up the cables
of vessels at anchor; and, nof untiquently, glide

over the sloeping Laseurs. The encountering of
snakes is of daily occurrence to those who have
rural employments ; and, during moonlight nights,
the horses stumble across them as you canter along
the rowds.

The reptiles and inseots of Malaya defract much
from the comforts of life, True, Furopeans are
Idom: Lt by them; yet, the very knowledge of
heir existence destre

s that agreeable amenity en-
yed in temperate climates.  The natives, whose
ocations lead them much into their tracks, suffer
tly, such as agriculturists, fishermen, and wood-
en. I had almost forgotten to mention the white
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ant. It is a most destructive little eveature, Tf
ance gets into a house it soon eats upall the beamg,
Tt was even aceused by the East India Companyy

asurer of Bencoolen of laving eaten up all the
dollars in his chirge, iron chest and all ! The Coug;
of Directors in Leadenhall Street, fortunately for,
the freasurer, being in a waggish mood at the time,

ordered a supply of small files to be sent out to
their defaulting servant, to file the tecth of the
little animals

In this case it certainly was unduly blamed ; bug
I can vouch for a portmantean, filled with my best
snit of black clothes, having been completely spoiled
in the course of a single night.  When 1 opened it
in the morming, to my utter disgust, I found it full

of the insatiable destroyers,




CHAPTER XXTIX.

KEDDAIL DISTURDANCES,

south Asiatic nations seem fo exist in a chronie
te of rebellion, and their covernments
fain their preponderance by sebfing neighbour-

m o

districts ab loggerheads.  In order fo weaken
they cherish local antipathies, by way of gain-
leisure to themselves. Anarchy is thus the rule,
the exception. Where there is no law, the
sfrongest does as he likes. Tvery petty rajub, or
n of a rajah, mainfains his consequence by dis-
derly armed refainers, and the only easual relief
the subject is when these quarrel amongst them-
ves, for in this case the retainers have to fight
their foes, instead of oppressing their fellow-country-

This state of watlers reduces the producing
power of the populations to the minimum. Nothing
produced but absolute necessities ; no wealth is
emmulated by the subjects. All are steeped in
verty, all are discontented, all hail revolution and
ange. The populations bear extortion and tyranny
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with the most aljeet servility, Gl the eulminating
at, when the smouldering fame of
The
wiont i short apd iolont, and is supceedid Ir// another
terie of dorsnant apathy. The native of the tropical
Fast has not the yigour and infe
LBurapean s he can, thervefore, neithor combine for
ize sueh w syster of

points are arri
discontent hursts forth with \pm-nmllu en

aonee of the

general protection, nor org:
government as is capuble of uwaintaining order.
Thus E
uselial—must of necessity Lo despatic, L despotion
i the hands of @ just vl is a blessing to Eustern
nertions—not o eursi.

Keddah wus 4 wenk Bastern state, situated at the
fag end of two powerful ones, viz, the Siamese and
Burmese. It was expected to serve Dboth these
masters ; consequently it lated one and despised
the other,and got into bad odowr with hoth. When
Burmah was stronger than Siam, it acknowledged
its siperiority ; when Siam was stronger, it paid
obeisance in that direction. The exactions, whether
of men, money, tokens or symbols, that Keddah had
to bear, were at the caprice of the monarchs of these
countries.  Keddah would have gladly propitiated
either for the sake of peace ; but this was not to be.
Siam claimed a token—the Bunga Mas (golden
flower),—while Burmali claimed assistance i men.
Wihat was to be done? The English were power(ul ;
—might not Keddah vest quiet under fer wings ?
Such might have been the thought when Keddah

torn govermuents, to o strong—or even
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offered Penang o Captain Light. Captain Light,
on behall of the East Indin Compuny, hought the
e lo
proteet Keddal [rom political encwies,—the real
¢ bt the istand
ol Keddah,

who was said to have marvied Light, ‘I'his fiction, no

istand [or o consideration s Dut hie did not en

olject of the Maluy vajih.  Some s

was given as w dowry to the princes

doubt, has been wixed up with the Bombay transac-
tion of 4 Portugnese princess.  Light would haye
had to be eiremucised before lie got u royal Mus-
sulman's daughter.  This vefutes the traditional
idea.

Captain Light took possession of the purehased
island of Penang on the 17th July, 1756, If it
belonged o b
against the trans!

z

1,

mo should have protested
This Siam did not de. Sir
Georze Leith again, on behalf of the Bist India
Company, bought Provinee Wellesley from Keddah
for the sum of two thousand Spanish dollars. This
happened on the 15th July, 1500, nor was this
transfir opposed by action or protest on the part of
Siam. I Kodc
the Rajah of' Keddal a were vassal, these cossions
of territory at distinet dates must have either been
silently approved of by Siam, if not, those were the

s

hihad heen a province of Siam, and

times to protest.

Keddah sent admissions of superiority to Siam,
but so does Siam to China. Reasoning on the
basis of these admissions, how is it that, in after
years, Siam claimed more to do with Penang than
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did China?  Keddah had Ler native line of princes,

son succeeding father for wions, as Siam has

I

lows as Siam bas.  What diflore

nephew sueceeding unele. Adah had her writfen

co was there

etween these two kingdoms?  Merely this, Siam
strong, Keddal weak,  The claims of Siam

the elaims of might, not of right.  Siam was
jealous that Keddal had obfained an Furopean
triend and neighbour, so she determined to vex her.
First she cverced Keddul to make war on Peral:
this was in 1513, The objeet was to wealen hoth,
preparatory to their buing overrun, - In 1821 Siam
overran Keddali,and its mative princes fled.  She
would have done the same to Perak, but for the
foar of the English and the Duteh.  Keddah was
devastated, and wany of her inhabitants carried off
Thousands fled into Penang and Pro-
s of the
English land proprietors ; it cleared their jungles,
the
50 1t
itiate Siam.

vince Wellesley,  This suited the purpos

and gave them a setfled population. Tn I

Burmese war wis looming in the distance;
was found fo be English poliey to
Keddal relations were consequently
the grant of Lenang and Province Wellesley was
sought to be confirmed by Siaw. This object was
attained in 1826, under Colonel Burney's treaty with

Siam,
Tn 1831 Tuanku Kudin, a chief of Malay royal
blood, headed an insurrection against his Siamesc
y s, Hewas ful at first, and regained

crificed, and
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temporary possession of his native country. But
England’s as
was reduced.  He remained by a remnant of his
adherents, fifty or sixty in nnmber, and died a
hero's death in defending Keddah fort. e was
overpowered by numbers, and nearly all died with
him.  As in the case of Sir William Wallace, the
patriot’s head was sent to the (Siamese) eapital.
Keddali was again devastated, and Provinee Wellos-
ley replenished with settlers; lands rose in value,
and rents ruled high. Tt was at this time that the
East India Company’s chief offieial took up ex-
tensive land claims,  But the value of his land
acquisitions met another check 5 for, in 1838, 4 man

fance was now given to Siam, and he

ealled Twankw Muhowed Swnd, a prinee of royal
blood, raised another insurrcetion agaivst the
Siamese, and earviod many poople away with him
from Penang and Province Wellesley,  Ilents fell,
and the value of land in the English setilements
again beeame nowinal,  Tuanku Mahomed  Suad
drove the Siamese out of Keddah beyond Sangori;
but the English and the Siamese were now allies,
He was consequently beaten back, escaping only to
be Inid hold of by the East India Company's
Government as a pirate, and to be dealt with as
such.  Keddal this time was utterly destroyed ; its
fertile plains wasted ; the herds were driven ol (he
fields, and the fruit groves were et down; the
mother fled with the infant at her breast, and the
father crept through the jungles with his little
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ones in his arms.  Provinece Wellesley was again
replenished with settlers, and Fnglishmen spenlated
and. grew vich on the troubles of their neighlours.
More eyes than mine have witnessed these seenes,
so T dare mot exaguerate. In LT8G the English
softled down on a desert island near flonrishing
Keddah. In 1838 Keddah is itsell a desert, the
island Penang a very gavden full of life and pros-
perity. T have seen the poor Keddun come to the
<heds and outhouses fo e down and dic.  Others
more forfunate in preserving life, were glad to
Tabour for their bave rvice only.  The actual strife of
swarfare is mot the worst.

Oamut used frequently to exelaim,  Kian vajil
bevelui orang kotehil benasa”  (When princes fall
out, the destruction comes on the lowly) An
appropriate illustration for the times.  And shall
we aseribe all these miseries to the English? - Cer-
tainly not.  They mush lie in the first place at the
door of the Rajah of Kedduh, who sold Penang for a
wood price.  He didnot fully explain his connection
with Siom ; and, by this want of frankness, lrought
his country into great danger. Tl he not
counted on the assistance of the English (which
he had no vight to expeet) hie wonld have heen more
complacent to Siam, and sverted her vengeance.
Keddah would live done as she did heretofore, and
submitted to exactions for the sake of peace.  But
the after part that England played, in assisting
Siam against Keddah, was abhorrent to generosity,
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not to speak of gratitude.  Such a ecourse would
never have been sanctioned by the home authoritios

1

Giovernment of India,

however expedient or proper it might haye uppe
to the East India Compar
il they had been fully aware of the facts of the

case.



CHAPTER XXX.
KEDDAIL HISTORY.

Arrer T had acquived a flnent use of the lmguage,
T becane eurious o know the prior history of the
people,  For this purpose T engaged a Jurie tulis
(clerk) to read to me and instruct me in Malayan
literature.  Amongst otlier books and manuscripts
1 was forbunate to obtain a eopy of the Keddah
annals) at that time a rarity, though, 1 believe that
sinee that time, many copies have been made,
one of which is now by me. This book purported
to b A true and fuaithful Listory of Keddal fiom
its foundution,” and had to be mentioned with all
due respect in the presence of Malays. T will give
a strictly literal translation of the fivst page or two,
as a speeimen of the style of these little copper=

colonred historians, through whom the genius of the:
peaple will peep out a little also.

“«Ix e ¥aMy oF Gop' the COMPASSIONATE, the
MERCIFUL.
“Now it is related that during the time that the
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prophet of God, Solomon, was firmly seafed in his
thrond of the world (he vuled) over all ereatures of
divers kinds and vaces, that had been created on {he
earth by Almighty God (such as) nankind, jins,
fairies, dewas, and muwbings, also all kinds and
races of I (thut Tive) on the face thereof.

“The Lord of all worlds guve over all the thinas
of this ewrth ta he under the anthority of the
prophet of God, Solomon (to whom be peace ),

that he wight govern and give liws to the
same.

“Tt was orduined that there was to be no apposi-
tion fo the laws of the prophet of God, Solomen,
(whether) from all the leasts which roam on the
earth, or from the birds whicl {ly in the

“Every creature inhabiting the numberless hills,
mountains, and islands, placed in this world, were
to be under the authority of the prophet of God,
Bolomon,” = * * =

“While the war of Sri Rama and Iandoman
continued on the island of Lankapuri (now Lang-
kawi), it was desolated.  Shortly after this eame
the Garuda (the size,
0t wis from the grandebildren of Maha
Raja Rewana. So the Garuda remained there in
search of food. This Garnda, during the time of

rabian #huk), a bird of gre

Sri Rama and Handonan, was aceustomed {o enguge
in battles.  Many were its supernatural gifts, in so
much so that all the living ereatures that fly, oreep,
or walk on the earth feared it.

M
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“Now on a cerfain duy came 2 hawk to the
CGlarada,  Said he, © Dan't you know I can give you
some news (namely) that the Rajah of Roum (Persia)
has ot o son, and now T intends to ask a betrothal
with the daughter of the Rujah of Chinn? These
are very far distant from cach other,
one being towards the sunrise andd the other towards
fhe sunset,  Farther the Rajaly of Rown intends to
<Ay, said the Garuda to

{wo eountr

send his son by ship.”
the hawk, * 1 heard the rumonr from an old erow,
He saw ambassadors carrying presents fron Ronm
towards China, so T flew till T could see the state
of affairs to be as they were represented fo me, and
thus satisfied myself.’  Said the hawk, *The Rajah
of Ttoum designs to display his mightiness to be
above that of all other prinees of the world.” Said
{he Garuda to the bhawk, low is he able to main-
tain all this pomp and circnmstance o In my
opinion e will have a downfall 5 but, wait a little.
1 will first seek an interview with the prophet of
God, SoLoyox; foris he not the greatest prince of
tho world? 1 things turn out as I anticipate, T
will put a stoppage to this design of the royal.
families of the two countries.
«When the hawk heard the words of the Guruda,
it asked leave to depart, and flew away. At th
same time the Garuda ascended into the up! t
regions till he had surmounted the clouds, 1
smoke; aud, in an instant, down comes the Iy
bird before the presence of the prophet of GO
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Soromon.  Said the Garuda, with obeisance, *Oh
prophet of God, T have heard a report that the
Rajah of Roum has a son, and the Rajah of China
a daughter. Now tlie Rajah of Roum wishes to
betroth the daughter of the Rajah of China. The
personal appearance of cither is exceedingly hand-
some, and their countevances are heautiful; they
are not to he equalled.  Now as to the position of
these two, they so far separate, that in my
apinion it is not possible for them to meet (each
other).”  Then said the prophet of God, Soroyox,
€Oh Garuda, by the Lord that made me, if {he pair
are hotrothed, you may close them in wood, or in
stone; hut these will not keep them apart., The
Garuda replied, < Oh prophet of God, let me under-
take the work of keeping apart the princess of China
m the prince of Roum, Tt [ do not sneceed in
ing upart these two, T will remove from under
@ sky, and from over the earth, away from the
inhabited by mankind”  Wherenpen  the
ophet of God, Sorovox, replied, “Very well, do
much as you are able; but remember, when you
nage to soparate these hetrothed of mankind, you

st come and tell me.” So the Garuda replied,
“Oh prophet of God—very good; when done.’
the Garnda begged permission {o retire from
e presence of the prophet of God, Sovavoy, and
flew axcay to the country of China,  Betimes avriving
i China, he scanned the whole government, of the
N R
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Rajah of China, which to appearance was as the
hawk reported.”

Such is a specimen of the style of the Keddah
annals. 1 may add that the prince of Roum pro-
ceeded on his voyage under the care of Marong
Mahawangss, accompanied by a great: fleet, mentjoh
pendoman ha bunna China (comrsing with the con-
pass towards Clima). As they gained the sea -of
indostan, they anused themselves timbahan dingan
Bunii bedal meriam (with the noise of firing powder
from cannon).

1 remember well we stopped af this, and T was
heretical enough toask questions. < Well, Jun tulis,
T see that your country is very ancient one.  Tts
history goes back to the times of King Solomon 27

“Oh, yes,” said he, “Keddal is an ancient
country.”

« And T see that the birds could speak in those
days ¢

“ Oy yes,” said he “ihe Dirds were wiser than
men; at {hat time the birds were acenstomed to
et with plates, dishes, and chop-sticks, and lichave
themselves like manushin (mankind).”

“And T see the compass was used in those
ancient times ?”

«Qh, yes,” said the jurn tulis, © the compass has
been handed down from our ancestors in olden

times.”
« And,” said 1, * cannons were common with yous
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while Solomon’s soldiers fought with swords and
slings 2"
< Barankali” (perhaps), said he, not now knowing
the drift of my questions. 1 did not offend his
feelings by express
We continued, night after vight, at our fransla-
tion, mueh of which I wrote dowri ; but which lay

ng a further doubt.

for years in my desk forgatten. My business is nof

now to pursue this hist this hag alveady heen

gwm to the publie Iy an oriental seholar (Colonel
Taw)Zbut it will be inte resting, so far, to relate the
characteristic native account of how the kingdom of
Keddal was
China, and p
flowers, and ciur

established.  The Garada flew away
ked up the princess while gatheri
ed her off to the island of Li
puri (now ecalled Langkawi, situated off the ¢

Keddal). Meanwhile the prince  continued Lis
m)

15t of

voyage as far as the river Changong (Tena
here the Garnda appeared, and raised a storm of
wind, min. !.]mmlvr. and ]ighh‘xinw casting liis vast

ve sllipq \\'i!h him The fleot now Iu-um-\'-tlml as
95 Tayai (Tavoy). Here the Garada appeared
. and was shot at by Marong Mala awangsi,
vith the arvow ealled Brat pura.  This set him to
light again s but, with the loss of other thres
5. The Garada appeared again, and the dis-
fleet took refuge in Mrit (Mergui).

=
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At this place a great storm was again raised by
the appearance of the Garuda, and he carvied off
other three vessels, the enchanted bow Prusa Sam-
pani Gambara, having been used by Marong Maha-
wangsa in vain,  He then shot another arrow,
which ehanged into the bird Jintaya, and which
chased the Garnda oft the field, But the prinee of
Roum had proceeded ahead of the fleet, which was
percei\'ml by the G aruda, as he neared the islind of
Lamknpuri. and liere he attacked and sunk the
prince’s ship. The prince, however, was miracu-
lously saved Dy clinging to a plank for several
days, and was at length washed ashore.  Here e
was discovered hy the princess of China's atfend-
ants, and carried to a cave, and was here tended
by his betrothed, the princess of China, though
unknown to each other, and under her care he
revived.

Meanwhile Marong Mahawangsa was overcome
with grief at the loss of his royal charge, so he

Janded on the adjacent coast, then ealled Pulo Srai
(the present Keddah). Here he was met by the
natives of the tribe Girgassi, who elected him as
their rajah, and Tiere he built a palice called Tanka-
suka (region of delight). Having established his
government, peaple [rom  abroad came to dwell
ander his rule. Trade and commerce flourished,
owing to the prudence, liberality, wisdom, and.
justice of Marong Mahawangsa.

Thus, according to traditional history, the little
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Malay kingdom of Keddah was founded as fir back
as the times of King Solomen. The history of

Keddah will thus be seen to have much fable

amongst its grains of truth, and yet it is inferesting
to the Oriental archwologist.  Indeed the history
has been ol political importance, and has Deen
quoted over and over again fo maintain opposite
policies.  The same chapters and verses have leen
appealed 1o by opposite factions to support their
jarring intereste or theories.  Colonel Law is of
opinion that the book dates as far hack as three or
four centuries; with all submission T wonld make
it not more than a century or a century and a half.
The style is so modern, that in the ever-changing
dislects of the Malays, the style must be the crite-

rion by which to judge of its anfiquity, for there
are no daf,

given in the hook. Tt is evidently of
Mahomedan concoetion, in the mythieal portions,
and these haye been mixed up with the historieal
traditions of the people, and written at a time at
which Keddah had an opportunity of  growing
strong, when Burmah and Siam had other weishty
matters in hand, such as intestine wars, or wars
with neighbours.

1 The cope suryives amongst Thomson s oolltion m Now
Zeakund andd s enatled Ve History-of Kedediah 1

2, i LieutGol. )
Chipter NN, 117

s
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CHAPTER XXXI
SUPERSTITIONS.

T preceding chapter will give my readers a small
glimpss into the mythological antecedents of my
copper-caloured friends. T will now relate a few
incidents which will give a peep into their present
standard of mind.

Oue day [ was lounging in my wicker chair, over-
come by the great heat of the day, This was in
the open verandaly, where T was speaking to Oamut,
Abpain, Doili, Hajee Abdulla, and others, who were
seated tailor fashion on the matted floor. Oanchee
arrived with a messuge which bespoke importance,
forhe gave a more than usual low tabbeh (how),
and sat himself down beside Alraim.

wWell, Oanchee,” said T, « what is the news ?”

«Oh,” said be, “ 1 find that new clearing at Per
matang Rotan baniak fras (very hird).”

“How is that 2

“he hantus (evil spivits) ave baniak kras”

“ What do you mean ?”

O, Long Ketehil's wife has had a miscarriage.”
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“ What have the hantus to do with that ?"

«Oh, it was Long Ketchil that felled the big
marenti tree, and the antus got angry at him, and
has taken fo usih (vex) his wife, so none of the men
will go near the clearing sinee the Jantus have com-
menced to meddle with the woman.”

“ Well, what is to be done "

Here Abraim put in his advice to clear up mat-
ters. ITe said that his elder brother Oanchiee had

asked him to speak tome, as he knew 1 would not
believe him, seving that the white man does not
believe in blis (the devil) or in hantus (evil spirits),
but that the Malay people were very fakeot (fright-
ened) ab them, as they gave them sickness, fevers,
and coughs, and all sorts of ailments. This was
the case if they did not pugi (lumour) them. They
were very hard on the Maliys, though they might
not dare to meddle with great folks, like the white
people.

“ Well,” said T, “the work of clearing must go
on, so what is to be done "

“Well," said  Haj

a

Abdulla, “ begging your
pardon, sir, Tam a holy man, and have made the
pilgrimage to Mecca and Meding, and would not
ask a favour for my brother Ouanchiee if it was not
necessary, But we must have a dinduri (feast) be-
fore any more clearing can go on.”

« And what is the good of the dinduri?'

*Oh, it is to drive away the evil spir

“Where are they 7"
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“Oh, they are in the stumps of the treos, and if
we do not entice them out of the way, they don’
like to Jive in the headless stumps, so will Jump
into the first man that comes near them. None of
the Malays will go near the ¢learing.”

“You are o hajee,” said T to Abdulla, “and a
trie Mussulmun ; how is it you believe in hantus ?
why do you try to keep in favonr with them and
not with Zwan Allak (the Lord God) ="

“Oh,” says the hajee, *that may be true; hut
we st not despise the eustoms of our a
so the only way to keep clear of the hafus is to
have a feinaupt.”

Here Doih strnck ing he said thut his wife was
pregnant and was gile (mad) after balichong,  She
would eat neither rice curry nor anything else hut
balachong.  He was sure the dantus had got into her,

and was putting her up to vex him, The next
thing would be that she would be gife for another
lushand, and then an amok (murder) might be the
end of if. Here Oanchee, to back up Doih, said
that Che Mat Taher has dena fatta (heen taken
with Jatta, a strange nervous affection) since he was
at the clearing.  If you dance he dances; if you
roar he vours 3 if you run he runs; if you throw
anything down he would do the same; even if
he Tad a basket of eggs on his head, down they
would go and be smashed all fo pieces.  There
was no resisting this appeal, so I asked what
they wanted me about the dindwpd, seeing T did
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not believe in hantus.  Oh, said they all, Tuan has
got money, we have none. 'We wunt you to Jend
us two zingits (dollars) to buy fowls and sambals,
and then we ean have a kinduri, and get rid of the
Jantus.

Seeing this was the olject of the meeting, and
that there was no getting off, 1 paid the two dollars
to Oanchee, who went away with the donble object
of feasting Lis friends and getting rid of the evil

spirits.

When Oanchee had gone, Abraim remarked that
Permatang Rotan was known of old to he very
muel infested with hantus: that the former settlers
Bhad fled (rom  their attacks;
had dreamt that they would be as bad if the

and this time he

place was not opened with proper ceremonies.
“ Dreamt,” said T, * you donot believe in dreams do
you?”

S0, said he, ¢ whatever / dream is sure fo
come to pass. My drewms always come true, so T
believe in them,”

“Well, if you believe in dreams that you see
come to i

how is it you believe in spirits that
you never saw 7

«Qh,”
every one: there is Chelong the opium smoker, lie sees
Liantus every night, and has to be locked up in the
godown, (cellar) to keep them off, Ile shakes like
a daun peor (cocoa-nut leal) in the south-west mon-
soon, and runs as if they wanted to murder him,”

said he, T wish it were the case with
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With this glimpse into the mysteries of Malayan
thought, T was anxious to see the Kinduri. Two
days afterwards, being aceounted a lucky day, it
took place: but they avoided letting me see fhe
rites, being ashamed of my unbelief, and their own
superstition, which latter was contrary to their own
professed religion (the Mahomedan,) I saw so far,
that they construeted the model of a prow (boat)
which heing filled with rice and other eatables they
carried off to a river and launched it —saying that
they had induced the hanfus to enter the boat, and
as they could not travel over water they could not
again.  Thus was the forest cleared of evil
its, and, after feasting on the good things pre-
pared for the oceasion, the Malays were ready to
commenge and fell the trees of which they formerly
liad so superstitions a dread.

Tn clearing the fovest, fears are caunsed by the
minsma set free from the vegetation. This cireum-
stanee no_ doubt has been the practical cause of the
Kinduri and its pucrile superstitions.




CHAPTER XXXII.
RA

AMY PHLAY.

Axoxast the inhabitants of the Strits of Ma-
lacea the Klings form a considerable portion.  They
are more money-loving than the Malays, so they en-

gage more in trade, or the oceupations of agrienlture
and gardening.  Altogether the Kling is a useful
member of society, peaceful in his habits, nsurious
and wealth-creating.

Onthe estate on which 1 then resided, Tuma anmy
Pillay, a Hindoo Kling, excreised the office of native
writer and accountant. e was tall and meagre
in body, and of dark bronze complexion,  He wore
a muslin wrapper vound his waist, and wmmslin plaid

over his shoulders. A red twban of moderate size
adorned the upper nan.  When the turban was off
he di
hair sticking on the evown. He Tad fonr or fiv

layed a shaven head with a small tuft of

marks drawn with the ashes of cow-dung across
his arms, and a yellow streak down lis Dbrow.
These were Lis caste marky, and he was proud of

them.
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Ramasamy was attached to his young master, at
least he frequently told him so ; and were it not for
the broad effrontery of his adulation and flattery,
he would have had more eredit for them than he
obtained. 1t must be admitted that he was ener-
getic, careful, and laborious, Belore pay-day he
would sit up all night summing up columns of
dallars, cents, and doits, and he would count over
the doits (value one-cighth part of a penny) with as
much eare and precision as the large pieces. He
would also pay out many thousands of these without
mistake. e would sit up next night to check bis
aceounts, and not rest quiet till he had balanced
them to a single doit. Such were Ramasamy's
business habits.

His social habits were peculiar, and ereated much
curiosity amongst the Malays. Alraim  alleged
that he peeped through the chinks of the walls of *
the store-room, when Ramasamy was ab his dinner.
Now Ramasamy’s pride was that he was a holy man,
and could not be scen eating, Further, Abraim
alleged that Ramasamy ate his food like a cow, from
off a plantain leaf Taid on the floor. He used
neither fingers, nor forks, nor even chop-sticks, but
ducked down on all fours till his mouth reached the
food. This may be true or not, for Ramasamy dis-
played great seeresy and mystery as to his times of
meils.

He would say to me, “Tuan, 1 am very soochi
(ehuchi, ot clean); T live entively on vegetables ; 1
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touel the flesh of no living animal ; T am of o high
caste, next to the Bralmin: I cannot mix with
Malays orother
all. My brother's
to her every night for my next dag

Rumasamy was a widower, without ehildren, s

s, bt I keep mysell apart from

wile cooks my food, and T go

s meals.”

)

he was lonely in his condition, and his labits were
ascelic.  Ramasamy's hrother's Liouse was af Sungei
y o it

Puyoly, a distance of five miles, und the )
was through sernb infested with robhers and wild

animals; yet did this lonely Hindoo trudge over
the distance morning and evening, after the laboms
of the day, and during the dark, gnarded only by a
long dirk, which le clutched in his
ready for defence.

Ramasamy had been a court rafecl (law agent), and
he was fond, as many of his corntrymen are, of the
excifement of the law courts. It was fo him what
pirating is to the Malays ; every art was legitimate,
from false swearing to bribery: and it seems to
have given an agreeable change to the generally
quict tenor of his life. The most improbable suits
were concocted, the witnesses instructed, and the
whole web of evidence rehearsed hefore the appear-
ance at court; so the chances were sufficiently
doubtful to create suspense in hope or despair. A
horse-race could not be more exciting to an Eng-
lishman than a disputed plea to Ramasamy.

Abraim had a female relative, the mistress of an
Huropean gentleman. Abraim was proud of this

ight hand,
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“high connection,™ as it did not militate against his
religions or moral ereed, Lie being a Maliomedan,
Now Abraim, while he laughed at Ramasamy’s
ysterions labits, which were the subject of much
curiosity, had a great vespeet for lis logal qualifica-
tions, und was desirous of enlisting them in a law
plea that his female velative was engaged in.  Ra-
ryice with some disdain, with

he remark that he was the agent for Buropean and
native gentlemen, hut he would be sorry to serve
female of that deseription. 1 looked at Albraim; lie
was the picture of fury. Ile neither stamped nor
foamed, hut his eyes sparkled five, and grasping his
kris, lie was about to bury it in the breast of the
trembling Hindoo, when he was laid hold of by the

bystanders, and led away.

1 have mentioned that Ramasamy lived on vege-
tables soldly. His temperament proved this. T
recolleet well, while going over some accounts with
T, that T happened to touch his fingers. Oh, how
colil, cold, that touch was '—how clammy, unfeeling,
toad-like l—my hot young blood recoiled from the
contact!  Not long afterwards, T was sitting read-
ing one evening in the corner of my verandah, when
1 heard a soft step approaching me. T looked up:
it was Ramasamy, leaning against the wall, ¢lose
by me. I saw at once that something was up; s0
T asked him what was the matter. He looked
cantiously about him, and said, *“ Master is alone 2

“ Yes,” said 1, “ what of that?”




RAMASAMY PILLAY. 177

“ Mastor is lonely »

“ Well," said T, * what's the matter "

 Master must not be angry.”

“CWell,” said I, “out with it.”

“T have got a very handsome niece,—a beautiful
girl of fifteen.”

“You are fortunate, Ramasamy,” said T, half
suspectingly.

“I am a poor man ;—would master not like to
simpin: satu buda? (keep w youth)) She is yours
to take."

Lwas now fully enlightened on the object of his
solitary ervand.



CHAPTER XXXIIL
NATIVE CONNECTIONS.

I sever saw my intended. These things ave
managed in the Far East Dy the young ladies"
guardians.  Their desies are not consulted,  As I
am not writing my own history, T um not called
upon to set forth my own feclings on the sulj
Ramasamy’s toad-like tonch, a Tew days previously,
may have done wonders 4o subdue any thoughts of
so desirable a relationship.  Or my young imagina-
tion muy have portrayed the young lady to be an
Indo-N s and clegant form,
us many of that class are. It is strange that the
tastes of Buropeans become madified by the climate ;
and what would repel them in their own land, does
not da so in the tropies.  The putit kuning, panjang
aipiis (olive complexion, and tall and slender form),
so much extolled by Malayan poets, are attractive
to the Ewopeans; and the ctam manis, dloh sangat
(nut-brown colour, most beantiful) of the popular
Malayan songs, is even as aftractive as the other,

1y, of handsome featu
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to those who have long been habituated to the cli-
mate and the peaple,

Whatever way it may have heen, it is not likely
that T would have portrayed, in my fney, Rama-
samy's nicee as a squab figure, flat-nosed, black and
filthy. These fincies pertain mot to the lot young
folly, but cool old wisdowm. Tt is now many years
since thut happened—yes, more than a quarter of a
century ago. LI wm now a married man; aud lave
my liftle ones growing wp about me: and even
now, after that lo
this was an important epoch in my Jlife.  To Tave
formed the conneetion oflered, wonld indeed have
vstem

i period gone by, T think that

cial and religious

been obnoxinus to the s
in which T had Deen nurtured, in my native land ;
but it would have been quite in keeping with the
manners and customs of Bast Indian society of that
date.

So I may repeat, that, as T am not writing my
own life, T need not state how fur religiouns or moral
reasons may have influenced me at that time; but
I may say that, added to any feelings I may have
had on these grounds, I had an unbounded, love for
home, T worked almost alone for one object ; and
that was to return to my country. At the time I
am now writing about, I was yet in my teens;
reflection, even then, kept desire within bonnds.
Notwithstanding that English mothers have the
same prejudices as the mothers of Macedonia of old,
I utterly abhorred the unfeeling conduct of many

N2
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of my countrymen in the Fast, viz., in {hie abandon-
ment of their childven Dy native mothers.  Suely
conduct relieves the perpetrators from theiv entangle.
ments, and so may not affeet their worldly fortunes ;
but to abide by the eourse which Tonour, duty, and
humanity dictate, has the elleet of tying down all
but the very wealthy, to the country for life.

Whatever my motives or eelin
in this affair, these necd not prevent me from ana-

1y Juave been

lyzing Ruasamy’s. A black man’s motives l—are
theg worthy of el
motives and feelings nicely weighed, and well
balanced ;o let us try him,

He was a Hindoo,—so had no knowledge of the

ideration ? Yes, he had his

virbues of monogamy. These ave best known to the
natives of temperate climates. He would, no doubt,
have liked to have had his nicce married. I know
e would ¢ and to be the wife of a respectable man
of his own But this ohject was not attainable.
What then? Was he to marry her to a poor man
of his own easte? This would make lier a dmdge
and a slave for life.  Worse than this; there was
no security in murrigge. She might have been
{hrown back on hig hands, at the option of her
husband. He resided in @ country where his cus-
toms wore not respected, nor his laws enforeed.
Could he marry her to a man of another easte ?
No l—this was repugnant to his laws, and theirs.
Oould he make ler the concubine of a man of
another caste? Yes. This was admitted by his
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toms and laws; so he offered her to the white
- Coneubinige with the iwhite man was inginitely
eferable, in his op wion, to warriage wath the poor
lindoo. Tt was equally Tegal 5 wor did it fuvolve,

in Europe, social degradation, to him or fo her,
He was astonished ab my vejection of his offer ; aud
e subject was never mentioned aguin.




CHAPTER XXXIV.
THE PIST CHINESE WAR.

Logp Aveknaxn had taken fright at Russia, and at-
tempted to forestall that nation's influence heyond the
Punjaub, by oceupying Aflglanistan. — The British
army found itsell’ entrapped, and was utterly exter-
minated.  This dire event shook the Tndian empire,
from one end to the other. Every nerve liad to he
strained to repair the lost prestige of the Company's
arms. The resources of the East India Company were
severcly tested; but, as in their other difficulties, a
“happy-go-ducky " fortune maintained them.  Mean-
while our difficulties with China came to a head,
The Chinese officials fostered the opivm trade, while
at the same time their government prohibited it.
oner Lin, with true Oriental wmiability,
only beheaded one thousand of Tns countrymen

Commis

daily. Nodoubt he was actuated by similar humane
feelings when e destroyed one and a quarter mil-
lions’ worth of British property, for the sake of the
health of his loving countrymen. Be that as it
iy, let historians deeide, McCulloch's ill-natured
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suggestion, that the motives of the Chinese govern-
ent actually ly in the desive to vestrain the export
of the precions mefals required to huy the opinm.
not worthy of notice.  So we will pass from these
minor themes of Great Britain and China, to the
pajor theme of Pulo Pinung.

I,I the events ol the Aflzhanistan war vibrated
oss the ligtle island, the China war shook it to
its core.  The Olinese population tied up their tails
with ineflable confempt ; and they at the same time
Jaughed in their long sleeves, * What I said they,
“the English are numbered by tenss the Chinese
are numbered by millions! Preposterous!  The

great Thmperor will sweep them from off the face
of the earth!” 1 recollect well, standing on the
granite walls at Tanjong Tokong, with my China
friend, Chan Guan, when he suddenly espied the little
“Diana,” a Company’s steamer of 160 tons burden
and 40 Lorse-power, rounding Pulo Teecoose, The
“Diana ™ was the first steamer constructed in East
Indin.  She attained the great speed (at that time)
Cof five knots an hour, and was commanded by the
redoubtable Congalton.® Ier fame was great, as
she Lad lately encountered a formidable fleet of
pirates, and smashed them,—but more of this by-
and-hye.

“There,” said 1, “Chan Guan, that is what will
do it!"

€A ya," said he, with incredulity, *“we have
wonkangs (junks) ten times larger than that; and
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we can put great wheels to them, moved by a
thougand men, which sill yun over that little thing
like an alligator over a mud-fish |”

“Chan Guan,” said T, “ you are ignorant: that
little vessel is moved by a hikmat (contrivance) you
know nothing about; it is moved by the most
powerful of agents, asap ayer (steany), which far
transeends the power of mankind.”

This Chan Guan met by ineredulous indifference ;
he was not to be persuaded.  Said he, © Let your
fleets anchor in the river of Canton ; we have divers
that can live below the water (or three days: the
Emperor will send thew to Lorek lobang (make lmln)
in your ships Lottoms, and sink them. It is sheer
infatuation of you English to think of making war
with the Central nation. [ will admit that you
English ave clever al fighting; but our numbers
will smother you. Tl yon kill 10,000, the Emperor
will send other 10,000, Te has no end of men!”

Clan Guan forgot that these men had legs, and
that by these means they would run away from the
Tinglish.

Not long after this, a low, black craft made her
appearance. This was the “ Nemesis” steamer, com-
manded by Mr. Hall, o Berwick man, now well
known to fame. Hall's masters were great, so
could afford to be generous,  Congalton's (a North
Berwick mun), were small-hearted and jealous; so
they were niggard to a zealous servant.

The commander of the * Nemesis ™ was proud of
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his achievement in having brought out his eraft
vound the Cape of Giood Hope,~and well he might
be ; nor was he lax in displaying her powers. Thein-
vited the Huropean society of Penang on hoard, for
w trial frip. As a humble iota of that society, T was
‘there, and, with others, (0lt convineed that the
# Nemesis " had got a man that conld well Tundle her.
He run her close along the north heach ; turned
ler in all directions, shooting through the juuks
and native eraft, and, at Tust, Dacking her stern on
to the sandy heach, he Tanded us over the taifrail
This was o mimie rehearsal of future great aetions,

The next phenomenon that appearved ut Penang
was o full European regiment (the Cameronians).
These remained a few days, full of life, energy, and
hope.  Alas! we followed with owr inguiries the
I[fortumss of the friends we then made,  How melan-
(choly their fate!  England’s gallant men sank from
‘;&iseum: in the stagnant marshes of Chusan.  Fleet
after fleet, and troop after troop, followed. But why
should we count these 2 Lngland'< eradle rocks that
‘,\_ﬂm infant ey live, grow big, go abroad —and div,

wrestling for wealth or glory ona forcign strand !

 And what was Penang doing?  She was not
sentimentulizing ; she was speculating.  Her citi-
zens were utilitavians,  An order came down from
Bengal for the chief civil authority to buy up all the
s that he could lay his hands on.  He had the
finest grass-park in the island himsell; so he de-
ed grass to be four times its previous value, and
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with the other park-owners, © wade hay while the

st shone.” s salary was small—only 24000 per
atinum,—so windfalls like this were not fo be de-
spised. Another order eame down to buy up all the
cattle. These ulso were deelaved four times their
previous value; and the merchants and planters of
Pening ransacked the Malay peninsula, i
and prairics, for the cow and the bullalo. The result
was that an immense herd of lean, fleshless speci-

piadungs

mens of the bovine race were shut up to starve in
the government lawn at the Zanjony (Point). The
chief civil anthority was all smiles : he expatiated
on his smartness in having collected such a mob of
bones, averaging, with calves included, 107, a head.
Little did Le think that there was a spy in the
camp, and that Sir Herbert Maddock intended to.
pay Penang a visit. The times of Warren Hastings
were not yet run out,

L Pk Teecunse: sew spedt Pk Fikas (R sl o a0 shund
Off e ol Gonst of Pening
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CHAPTER XXXV.
SIRGEONGE BONHAM.

M. Boxnay was o good specimen of a Company's
Governor.  Young, liberal, and aflable, he was
exceedingly popular amongst the Europeans, whom
he entertained frequently. His plum-puddings were
good, so was his champagne, and us these found
their way to the stomach, so were the hearts of his
friends taken captive.  With a considerable know-
ledge of munkind, he united a shrewdness in arrang-
ing his policy. His efforts were exerted to keep things
in easy train, and, like @ sensible man, make them

pleasant if he could, My, Bonham had been a quar-
of w century in the Far Eust, and had drawn to
msell many friends and supporters.  He had a
eat deal of *“bonhommie ™ about him. Tle was

ought to be. Tt is a pity that such men should be
angerous fo the liberty of the subject; for the
er part of Mr. Bonbaw’s rule had a tendency
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As the Supreme Court of India has always been
o the government of India, sowas the Court
its to the Straits govern-
ror ca-offictn was president,

a bo
of Judicature of the St

ment. Though the oo
of that Court, and the r ddent councillors were co-
adjutors of the Recorde the acts ol the Government
were sometimes  (u estioned Dby the luwyers, and
expecially in the case of native pleas ; this inferfir-
enee wits neither palutable nor respeet ful to a de-
government. At best the pr
dor was a troublesome affiiir to the eivil authorities.
Mhe Recorder, being an English lawyer, trained to
Englisl Law, and smbued with what Tudian officials
would eall its subtleties, he was thought by them to
e intractable in cases where governmentul pulicy
was eonsidered by lim to run counter to law and
justice. To have the Government policy thwarted
by an English Court, especially in the cases of native
Indians, was felt to be humiliating to the governs 3
ment of the Honourable East India Company and
{hejr servants.  Indeed it was offensive o them.
So the Court of Judicature must be got rid of,
ake things more pleasant to the ruling class, and
Sir William Norris, the then recorder, a man of
small calibre, was easily worked upon. He was
lazy, and it might save him trouble. The first step
of the programme was unfolded to him by Mr
Bonham—1that was to admit no more lawyers to the
bar. This chimed in well with Sir William’s pri=
vate feelings, and he supported {lie motion, so it was:

spotic gsence of arecors
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decrced that er Majesty's Conrt ol Judieature was
henceforth fo be withont o bar, awd that Tler
Maje:
eortnsel !

Now Sir Williwn Nowris took ill, for want of
employment, and asked leave for

s subjocts were not to dave the advantage of

few months’
absence. This was veadily granted, us it gaye an
opportinity to unfold Mr Bonluun's nest measure,
viz, the abolition of the Recorder himselt, For My,
Bonham not wnreasonably argued when we have got
rid of the lawyers; what good can there be for a
Recorder? 8o o make this consummation patent to
his

which he constituted on the most simple prineiples

supporters and admirers, he held a Court himself,

of common sense and equity. Queen's law was
voted @ bore, so it was to be abolished.

Having
empannelled grand juries and  petty
Bonham despatehed the eriminal sessions in one
fourth of the time that the Recorder ever lad
done, This was highly gratifying to the jurors, as
it detained them so short a time,  Thus Mr.
Bonham was voted four times wore clever than the

Juries, M.

Recorder, and they hung a Malay that session to
prove the
So far, things went on swimmingly ; fortunately

sertion.

no Europeans were hung, or the case might have
been different.  Sir William  Norvis meanwhile
returned to his dutics, and so saved any mischiyf
from actually taking place. About this timea young
lawyer made his appearance from the ecapital of
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Tndia, aud sought admission to practise ab the bar.
This was refused, The refusal was peremptory,
and not to be questioned.  Our young lwwyer, true
o the instinets of his profession, questioned the
dictum and persevered.

During the five months of Mr. Bonham’s jndge-
ship, great causes Tad been smouldering, und had
now burst forth. The seree fwrmer felt himsealf
aggrieved by the East India Company’s offieials, and
went to Court, The seree farmer was a Kling, so
loved law, we will not say justice, He had not the
pleasure of conmnsel, and, while the Court without
lawyers clung to a common sense verdiet, the Kling
clung to law as his right, and wonld not be satisfied.
(ase upon case, and complaint over complaint,
crowded into the young lawyer's chambers Lt he
was powerless: he dare not approach the seat of
English justice, appointed by Her Majesty’s minis-
ters. What was to be done® He hit upon another
plan, he laid the seree farmer's case before the tri-
bunal of public opinion. He wrote in the papers.
Here the cause was argued to the full vindieation of
the serce farmer. The Recorder sab aghast as he
read the moring’s luminary. Mr. Bonham foamed,
and the old Registrar shook his goose-quill. He

Tunteered to be the champion of the Court, pro=
mising to blow the ¢haff back to Caleutta. A furior
onslanght was made on the rejected advocate. He
was surely squashed? No! column after column O
the Penang Gazette,and page after page, hore witnes
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to his pertinacity, if not to his rights.  The old
Registrar was palled by the volubility of the admi-
rable Crichton, yot he was foolhardy, and fought a
sinking cause with desperation.  This did not avail ;
for the young lawyer clearly beat the pugnacions
old Registrar off the field, and showed, fo u langhing
community, in not over reverénd sentences, how the
old man was like a child playing at draughts, his
right hand playing against his left.

In the avena of public opinion, the battle of the
law against what is sometimes called eommon sense,
was gained.  The whole island fook up the young
Jawyer's cause; and a monster petition was pre-
sented in full Court for his admission. This Mz,
Bonham shirked, to the last ; but bis
‘eame to his aid, and he gave in, th an il grace,
he allowed the Zaw to have its cou again.  The
young lawyer was admitted only as a speeial Savour,
and he was to be the very Just; Dut as the dymatis
sonee shift fréquently in India that very fust was
only applicable during Siv Williain's short tenure of
of It came to pass that the bar was in due
recognized in the manner it ought to be, /¢
the great dyfender of the rights and literties of the
people ;. say to the conteary who may.

CONVIRON. S¢nse

Mz. Bonham as an upright man, judged according

his lights, forgetting low power mizht have been
dbused by an incompetent, or disho suceessor,
A8 2 good Company's servant, he was desirous fo
his Government from the heavy burden in the




192 LAFE IN THE FAR BAST.

ng an imperial Court: of Judicature,

cost of maintaini
when such men as himself

in which he saw no use,
and Thomas Churely were there to perform the
offices of judges of the people. M. Bonham retired
from the charge of the Straits government, respected
and beloved by all who were so fortunate as to have
to hir. With him was not found any of the
hautenr of the Bengal civilian. He had
to tell of his high position.
gave dignity to an otherwise

woee
repulsive
sufficient, pomposity
His fine grey hair
not: very aristoeratic physiognomy. He had a
snub nose, a. stutter, and a lisp. Yet Tis upright
sriage, and amiable joeularity, sank hese, and
displayed his gentlemanly qualities, amongst
B a high sense of honour was not the least

whic
conspicnons.

e held broader views of the responsibilities of
government {han most of  his  compeers. His
masters, in sinking trade, had faken on themselves
the burden of Kigher aspinations. The extreme tena-
city of patvonage, which was a monopoly tringent)
gde, ns far as he daved. ITesst ill
countrynmen to vespectable offices
il gentle

enforeed, he ¢
admifted his f
the publie serviee, and secing this, severs
of good birth and education vesident in the St
were indueed to serve the Company's Governmen
With the retirement of Mr. TBouham, an alterati
of poliey took place fowards these gentlemens
h, while it did gross injustice to 1
o had given up other P

policy whic
parties concerned, w
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for those then oftered Ly Goveror Bonham, at (he
sume time involved the abmegution of all local
merit.

Mr. Bonham was afterwa:
services in China.

vated

waonet for

1. Wl Uity swies apypointed Weslenr Collor i Sin

rs
rein R s wlfive whivh Ve carsied ont s ably il fis
e in |




CHAPTER XXXVI
THE NONIA O NONAL

P Nonia of Keddah, or {he Nona of Malaces, means
lady. DBut with Luropeans, or with natives con-
versing with Europeans, {he term signilies pertive
mistress. The white wife of a European is termed
anim, a corrupfion of mam or madam; had he w
colowred wife, she would be termed binis and. lad
e a coloured mistress, she wonld be ealled aona, or
sonia. The concubine ol a Chinese or Malay would
be termed gundih.  The lower order of Malays falk
of their better half as their perampnan, Or woman,
as do the lower classes of the English.  The origin
of the term is the same in caeh language, and
it is plainer and more practical than first thought
indicates.

Before the advent of Euglish Indies, the nona
ield a conspicuous part in the social economy of
Penang.  Their influence ramified the whole fubric.
So great was it, atone time, that governmental inter-
ference was thought necessary One of the early
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governors of the settlement, in a rather lachrymose

despateh to the Supreme Government, hewailed the

fact that the nonas of Buropeans weve monopolizing

all the best building sites on the northern heach—

o 5

mity of their white rivals, on appearing in the arena,
The nona may he Uhinese, Malay, Javanese, or

e of matters tending to disconcert the eraani-

Balinese: so long as she is yellow, or copper

coloured, she does for  nona.  She way be Maho-
medan, Hindoo, or Buddhist : so long as she is not
asked to man: e meed not be a Christian,  On
rare occasions, she may be
nection with the white man.  In this ease she duly

ked to legalize her con-

becomes a good Christian, and attends churel,
sitting some five or six seats behind ler white lord
and master

The nona is elothed in rich silk sarongs, and
flowing white eubayoos.  She waddles in wooilen
elogs, held to her feet by a wooden peg, which sticks
up between hier great and second foes.  Her rich
black Dair is thrown baek, and knotted Dehind,
where it is secured by round-headed gold pins.
She las no other head-dress than that which nature
has given her.  This would be envied by a western
belle, and her dark sparkling oye illuminates a
countenance that tells of passion more than of
intelligence.  Her gait [ have termed a “ waddts 3
this is partly owing to ariental ideas of gracolulness,
but more owing to the weakness of musele and
flexibility of joints. Her arms swing as she pro-

(4



196 LARE 1N THT FAR BAST.

epeds, owing to the same causes. Thus her carriage
is not prepossessing. Her featnres are small i nor
do they bear the impress of thought or mind so
striking to the oriental when e first views the
western Jady.  When seated on mats, or supported
Ly the Txurions cushion—that is the time at whieh =
the nowa appears to most advintages for the soft-
nes¢ of manner, so congenial to those ‘who suffer
fram the Tangnor eansed by the climate, proves too
frevquently seductive.  The Mongolian features are
by no means tasteful to the Buropean,—small, square,
amd lat —but these characteristios ave much subdued
in the women 3 and, in some instances, are not appa-

vent in any great degree, Where the conl-hlack
eye is large, and the face oval— and [ have aften
o such— the nona is o beautiful specimen af the
aentler sex; so it is not to e wondered at that the
friendless, lonely, yet wealthy  Europesn should
saerifice at her shvine.

Thic tionias had theiv civeles, their v
scandal, and their gossip.  They might not indulge
in tea partiess but they had their pie-nics, and.
seree, and Detel eonversations. Their Furopean |
lords and masters were few, so they were Tield in s
mueh the greater estitnation. The habits of each
were eritieally canvassed. The fuithless had their
due amount of censure, for the nona, as a whole, was
faithiul to her partner, whether for the time beings

nes, their

or for life.
When T say * for the time heing." T must explain
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that the stay of many Buropeans in the settlement
was short; so in 1his case the engagement was tem-
porary.  On their departure the nona was either
banded over o a friend and snceessor, or she had to
cast ler ne;
tions had most varied fortune.  Some were owned,
educated, and veared in the lap of Tusnry 3 others
were left to their fate. T the ease of fomale chil-
dren thus left or abandoned, the fate was sorrowful

wain, The childven of such conmec-

indeed,  The mother or non, according to her
instinets, reared her fomale children for the money

she might make by them, and the best fate was that
they might be the pur

hideous career was in prospect.  When T s

hise of o wealthy man, else a
Wy par-
chase,” T must explain that the virgin child on

being given away, hrought a donceur to the mother
of L0 or 200 sterling:  Rueh was the maral code,
a quarter of a century ngo. It may e somewhat
wodified now ; but it iy
the: trop,
The more abundant presence of European ladies, no
doulit, has s ¢ hid an influence for the het ter, it
as affecting Europeans ouly.  On the first arrival of
a Eurapean, he was either introduced to the nutive

nherent dnothe socinl systom i

5,50 1 foar nuver can he totally eradicat

female civele by a friend, or the native fomale ciréle
‘would obitain aceess to him by wmeans adopted by
themselves, A Life of chastity and continence was
‘a phenomenon so rare as to he beyond native beliel;
and the best illustration of these fuets will be to
Tecount the experience of a young gentleman, wlhom
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kuew intimately us a {riend, but who shall be
anieless.

The young gentleman was well comnected, and
vitg possessed of an ample income. His age was
he was sent, like many
flier young men, to manig plantation away
com all neighbours, e lived in & bungalow con-
jguous o a Malay village, and seldom et his
onntrynien. Such being the case, the nona cons
Jave conchided that he was @ gond match and that
a life of solitude and

eventeen.  Ad this time

it was improper for hiim to live
depression. The queen of the nonas, an ald lady of
sixty. was consulted,  She was a person ol great
experienee, having bad intimate converse with one
of the former goyerno
So it was: decreed that it was

youny centlemin to de-

s, and several of the original
Jeading merchants.
anbecoming of the simple
<o ler and her soeiety. But how
young man to e approached ¥ This delieate affair
was left to the old (ueen.
Oneday as the young gentl
fillin (lnneh). his servant rought in a bottle, which
he said an old lady wished him to aceept of.  Now
to his innocent ideas, there was nothing wrong i
rom an old Tady.  The hottle o
ugared bilimbings

s so shy a

sman was eating his

aceepting # bottle fy
inspection wis seen to he full of s
(an acid frnit). It was really very Kind of the old
lady to think of him 5 so the present was
with many {hanks. Next day, while partaking
the Tt b el an old lady was snnouneed
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being desirous of an interview. **By all means,
her present is very palateable, ask her fo step in.”
So in steps a respectable looking old Malay lady,
who curtsies to show ler aequaintance with Luro-
pean manne She is soon seated, and addresses
the young gentleman first as twan (master), andas the
lamp weurs off, as anal (son). At last she invites im

to come and see her, asshe has a play with her family
in one of the houses of the village.  She departs, and
sure enongh on the young gentleman looking out of
his portice, he sees thirty or forty young native
damsels sporting abont the house indicated.

Home associations had yet strong power over
him, and he instinctively sees the impropriety of

the acquaintanceship, and avoids further intercourse.
The old lady ealls again, and is repulsed.  Petrified
nd confounded, perhaps not a little enraged at
eing her amiable plot cast to the winds
& with he
the most experienced, and for

she de-

but she leaves one
unately for my
iend's independence, one of the plainest, to remain
the neavest house and wateh and L7 il possible.

The young lady left was a Malayo-Chinese gil.

oung ehirges ;

e she sut [rom honr to hour, and from day to
watching every movement ol the young man.
“lie went to bathe, she would peep through the
to spy him. If he sat in lis verandah, she
opposite in her serambi, hoping to cateh one
of weakness or the wost minute tolen of soft
Her pertinacity was astonishing; for from
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rs, this was her
il. All things

month to month, and even for ye
sole object,  But it was of no @
must have an end ; and so had this enterprise of the
Malayo-Chinese girl also a conclusion, by the re- =
moval of the mysteriously unfeeling young man to
another and distant settlement.

One would have thought that hope would have
Dbeen blighted within her yearning breast.  No—
love burns not to be quenched.  So remarkable had
been Yer determination that she bore his name, and
was known by it5 but of what avail 7 After a while!
she fllowed him, and by hribing his native ser-
cained aceess fo his porch.  Here she stood)

vants
waiting, with some papers in her hands, till the how
of his appointments would ring Lim out.  Pun
tual fo his time he descends. She rushes forward”
and places the papers in his hands.  What wer
for the em

they ¥ Mere waste paper—an ext
coninter.  He quivers like an aspen leaf, but stern
resolye overcomes, and the poor ereature sees hime
no more.

Such are the episodes in human lifee.
sunshine there are many cutting ceruel blasts.
children of passion know not, nor understand 1
the encray that binds the son of the cold north’
his destiny. Each weighs the other by their 0
standards, so their actions are inexplicable.
our standard their actions are lowd, immoral,
witked. By their standard our actions are
pradish, and unfreling.



CHAPTER XXXVII.
REPURN 0 SINGAPORE,

Tur many associations which connceted me with
Penang were at length fo be left behind. A so-
Journ of upwards of three years had been full of
welty.  Twas now entering manhood, and, with it,
pped into another sphere of action.  The nutives
longer prattled their little complaints and trou-
and 1 no longer found mysell’ unconseiously

ympathising deeply with their Tumble life-dreams
d anxieties. Perhaps, too, my new avocations
me to le
more into the emporium of strangers,  There
more of distrust, and less of confidence in the
man,

ingapore, ab that fime, was a town of 30,000
bitants. “These consi
0 of the earth; at Jeast one or two of every
zed nation were to he found there, hut the
eand Malays predominated.  The European
the town was studded with handsome man-
and villas of the wmerchants and oflicials, The

infimate converse with the natives,

ted of nearly every na-
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Chinese part of the town was more compactly built
upon, and resounded with busy traffic. 'I'ne Malays
lived in villages in the suburbs, and their houses
were constructed of wood and thatched with leaves,
In the Chinese and Malay quarters, fires frequently
broke out, spreading devastation into hundreds of
families.

The roadstead was covered with Furopean, Chi-
nese, and Malayan vessels, in which the constant
ham of commerce rang, and the question natu-
rally arises, how was this conglomeration of divers
tongues, ereeds, and nations held together? 1 will
try and sketch the internal economy of the settle-
ment,.

The Europeans, who were the dominant race, did
not number many. Those on shore might he twa
hundred in number, those in the shipping would
number not more than four to five hundred.  Oe-
casionally the presence of ome of Her Majesty’s
frigates might double that number.  The Europeans
were principally following mercantile pursuits, and,
as a body, they were upright, honourable, and
stable.  Their word, in those days, was as good as
their bond, and the juen as fidence,
No bauks had yet appeared, so each firm kept its
own iron safe. The Kuropeans were, at that time,
social and hospitable. At the hour of G e 51
general vendeavous was held at Scandal Pointy
where the news was rattled over, and affairs of
interest discussed.  The various married couples
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would pass and repass the assembled group in their
conveyances, and at times they would stop to speak
to acquaintances,  All were known to cach other,
and, on the whole, soeiety kept on good terms.
The more general adyent of European ladies gave a
‘better tone to the morals of the community than in
other parts of the Far Fast. Notwithstanding
this, much of the old leaven remained with some of
the original settlers, mer
gambling and other © fushionable viees ™ were in-
dulged in even amongst the highest eiveles.

But how was it with the other tribes of the com-
munity ¥ Gambling was almost the only pastime
~of the Chinese, and cockfighting of the Malays.
* True these were forbidden, but only by law, not by

wmts, and officials.  Thus

practice.  The consequence was that murders, ar-
~sons, thieving, pirating, and heinous crimes were

rampant amongst the natives. (Gang robberies were
so common as to be of nightly occurrence, and each
neighbour, as he lay down to rest, wondered if' his
“house was to be attempted that 1 The Euro-
pean houses were only on raré oceasions attacked.

This security was owing to the number of servants
vetained on the premises,  But the poorer FHurisians,
Chinese, and Klings suffered greatly.  The robbers
were principally Chinese, belonging to a seeret
soviety called Tun Tue Tlogy—a society feared hy
all Governments having Chinese as a portion of
their population.

 The Company’s Government,  being based on
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Asiatic principles rather than Furopean, lent great
fucilities fo this disordered state of matters.  The
revenue was absorbed in paying exorbitunt salaries
to the higher officials, which left nothing to pay the
working ones,  Thus, while the governor received
50000 sterling per anmum, the rveal head of the
police had a salary of only GOL sterling per annum,
What could be expected 2 The chiel of the police
kopt pace with the governor in accumulating an
independence.  And how wus this?  Gambling,
to which the Chinese were inordinately addicted,
was forbidden by law, but, by the amiable and Jay
condescension of the governor, it was allowed fo e
carried on universally over the settlement for a
period of fifteen days st the time of the Chinese
new year.  The object of this laxity was always a
myth to me. At this period every opium shop had
its gambling apparatus exposed to view, and all
tribes, Europeans included, dived into the satur-
nalin.  The town resonnded with merriment and
strife, alternately. The nights were consnmed in

debanchery, the days in sleep. The viee of gumbling
was openly encournged by the opiwm farmer, and
winked at by the Government, as tending (o inerease
the returns of the revenue, This fifteen days of
excitement redoubled thie zest for the forbidden
vice.  But, thowgh forbidden, did it eease? No!
Some of the leading officials drew: great rents from
these gambling houses.  “The vice wus covertly
allowed by the police.  Not that the chiet of the
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police would take bribes, no, his Preshyteri

n pre-
Jjndices would not admit of that, but his wife heing
of another persuasion, took them for him s and,
enriously enough, such shops as had foreot the
monthly

to the lady, were suve to e set upon,
and their owners hauled by the tail before the
magistrate, who would fine and imprison  them
without suspecting the  wheels within whenls,”

T have stated that murders were the consequence
of the general lyxity of the Government ; and, in
doing so, [ give the results of my own ohservations,
I had not been two days in Singapore, before T
came ac

':7

the dead body of a Kling, Iying across
the public rond, within hall s wile of the town, with
his throat eut from enr 4o ear. 1 had not bheen fhere
six months, hefore 1 full
weltors

acvoss five human hoings

gin their blood, lying also on the public
road, two miles out of town; and, in four years, T
counted twenty bodies of murdered men on the
public roads, all within a few miles of the town.
And, it so, wlhat may have happened fie off from
these roads?  These fiets may aid @ sugaestion
- which will be hovrible enough,  An instance, in
- particular, made wy haiv stand on end. Tt Wirs
before dawn (hat T was Hding through a gloomy
forest which then sliaded one of the norther ror 15,
when ~uu14!vn|\ my lorse sturfed af the YU warm
and mutilated body of a Chinaman, Iying across the
road, “Ihe marks of the doath strnggle were yet
fresh. 1 was shocked awd hoveified at the sight,
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and being unarmed, turned my horse's head to the
apen cotntry with all possible speed.

To give the veader an idea of what Singapore
was twenty years prior to my own time, T will
make a few extracts from the autobiography of
Abdulla Moonshee :?

“8aon after Mr. Crawfurd (the famons historian),
beeame resident ab Singapore, news spread abroad
that the Chinese of the Tan Tae Hoey, whose
haunts were in the interior of the island, intended
to attack the town. for these people were very
numerous, there were thousands of them,”

Aldulla continnes to say that he visited their
haunts in disguise. e characteristically tells hows
4 Malay beggar, carrying with:

he disgnises hims
him only “a rupee’s worth of pice, o small knife, af
peneil, and a picce of paper.” 1 will not fak
of his adyentures here, so after he returned s
from his expedition, he goes on to narrate what haps
pened in town. It was to this effect, “that abov
two hundred Chinese had come down to Cinpong
Gilam,” ammed, with their faces Dblackened, th
mareh lighted by torches.  They rohled the how
of the Roman Catholic priest (the poor old, amiabley
Padre Min). The pricst had no one in his how
but his cook, so the robbers hownd bim hand and
foot, and gutted fhe house of all lis valuabless
Efforts were made to recover the property, and onf
Chinaman with a blackened face was enught.

was brought to the Jock-up ; but, on the followi
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night, two or three lundred of his avimed commdes
ccame into down, and el

ng Ahe prison doors,

releused him.  The Burapenn constable eseaped by
the windows, and the native wnes all van away, o
save their lives,”

The nest mentioned by Abdulla is the ran-
gacking of the Doby Gilaut by two or theee lundred
Chineso.  The policemen ran off] le ving the dobies
(washermen) to the morey of the rolbers, The
robbers tied the househollers to the posts, and
carried off’ all they could lay their hands upon,
The neighbours dare not open their dowrs to see
iwhat {he noise was about, for, on one door beine
ned, the owner's fwo fingers were immediately
opped off.  When the rolibers liand made off, then
gszstance: ey, but only to find Doxes opened, and

st confusion,
he househalders were veleased, and the people
mmenced quarrelling.  “ AC length the police
e, and pretended to search and investigate ; hut
od knows they were all so tervified thit they wished
hemselves unborn,”

T this way mattors remained.  Sometimes overy
ht, sometimes every ather night, rohberies were
mitted, 1ill a consummation ar

ived, by fthe
bnon in the battery, sentry, musket and ull, dis-
earing, never more 1o be heard of. A Siamese
| ed in the harbour, and all the erew
; exeept four, who saved themsclves by Jump-
g overboard.  On the police visiting the junk, six
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or geven of the erew were found to be dead, covered
with wounds, and the deck wus daubed over with
bload.

To these narratives, of which the above are short
abstracts, Abdullandds: T shall not enlarge further
on the conduct of the Chinese Tun Tue Hoey. In
Singapore they were exceedingly licentious, and did
as they pleased, without regard to decency or -
ized mantiers.  How many lives of the servauts of
Giod, how mueh property, did they unjustly take !
Thero were hundreds of houses robbed which I
have nob noticed, indeed I have only given a very
slight idea of what they did.  Nevertheless the great
men who govarned the country pemained quiet, satisfied
with their evening drives, their well-covered tables, their
well-lighted howses, and, their salaries of thousands of
dallars every month.  They allowed the Chinese to
tyrannize over an English country s in this way the

Company’s (E. L) property was wasted in paying
salartes only"* |
Phe sentences in italics are remarkable as indi-
cating the opinions of an intelligent native gentle=
man who wrote thirty years ago of occurrences
prior to that period. They were apinions that wise
men would have done well to weigh; but 1 fear if’
they attracted notice it was only to excite a smile of
contempt. 3
Tt was not till the year 1543 that the Bast In

« The above | huve extracted from & portion tanalated by B
aull, Jour, ¥. 1. Arch.



RETURY PO SINGAPORR, 200

Company’s Government were foreed to a measnre
caleulated to promote the public safety.  No doubt
n from the mono-

the measure had great oppositi

polizing bureauveracy which governed India,  This
measure was to place a responsible officer at the
Dead of the police. But the chojee of a man?
there’s the rub.  The office was a very responsible
one, involved hard work and active attention by
night and by day. Tt was beneath the regard of a
civilian of the priviloged cligs, and the nest to that,
a Company's military officer competent for the
office coulil not be found,  The offiee required tho-
rough acquaintance with the native languages, and
of the manners and wsiges of {he inhabitants.  So
this distasteful alternative hal to be taken, viz,
o appoint & fror English geatloman® fo the office.
Free Bnglishmen enteving the Fast India Com-
pany’'s service were saddled with the lugubrions
designation ol une
British ear will sound
genevated. Tt had cer
“solemn league and e
verhouse made such fioree w
this subject for future clucidution, 1 will proceed to
say that a gentloman of high principle and honouy

senanted. This to the religions

something like the wnre-

uly nothing to do with the
nant," against which Cla-

are.  But reserving

rdor Ju Ilin wis any
oty ot belsging to the Eyst oilin
pany, nor in their sisice. A fige mordhant s one who' teiulil
o o eeounts wid 2 frco Kuglisliman ws v privata pecson, not
o for s ta:the Govermant, such s platers, werclinus,
istors, storleepors, &, e,

* This reem yoquires explonution, A e
glish sbiipy o Leitulin or Liy
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aceepted the charge of the Singapore police.  He
was a gentleman who moved in the highest circles
of the place. Duing ancovenanted, this gentleman
was nominated deputy superintendent of police, the
objeet of the prefis being to guard against the pre-
cedent of an interloper being created full superin-
tendent, which might have the effeet, in a minute
service, Such

degree, of inferfering with the regul
were the marrow sectarian barriers which the East
India Company set up against the employment of
educated Englishmen residing within the limits of
their charter.

Now highly qualified us this gentleman was, he
of the salary that would
sial of India

was paid one quarf
have been offered to the lowest off
House nomination, and one half of what would
have been offered to a wilitury cadot.  Nevertheless
ipline

he soon put the police into such 4 state of di
that the Dbye-lanes and forosts beeame more safer
than the streets of the town were wnder the former:
régime.  Gambling was put down with a strong
hand, piracy abated, and gang vobbery was utterly
eradicated.  Such were the services of Thomas
Duncan, Esquirn“ 4 man of great delicucy of feelingy
benevolent disposition, high social powers, heing
a fine singer, a jolly compinion, and a universal
favourite.

by e Padng
ave fiing i copy of b
Thomson did i 18745
s 5 New Zealand collevtion

ot vt o Singpore B
apore. 184371

1. seandal Paint was 4 kool au thie ol sei
2 Abdillah. Thmison s teachoe of Ml

aitobiography, 10 wanshe in 1840, This
Abdullal’
30

iy srsiviesin Th
 the Sitlan Arnb
homus Duminan. Suptd o Polige St

7




CITAPTER XXXVIIT.
LERCMEO MYET.

Lerumbo. significs coral recf, and myet a corpse.

The name s 1ot w pleasunt one, for one of the chief
dungers in the Straits of Singapore,  Notwithstand-
ing this it bears happy memories to me. It was
while lying off' this veel” that I first obtained the
driendship of the late Captain Samuel Congalton of
the Honourable Company’s steamer * Diana”  His
frlemlulnp lagged not during his life,  Flo was sent
'out by the Government to plice a beacon on this
shoal, so we lay there at anchor for abont three
weeks, And how was (he time spent?  Let us
htgct over the recollection of these happy houss.
 The weather was delightful ; the sea as smooth
a8 glass, the air never disagreeably lots so, with
ithe jolly company of the captain, how could we but
enjoy ourselves?  We anchared elose to the lee of
ithe shoal,—and let us look around. To the west-
ward, the Carimons veared their blue woody peaks ;
the north, the low shore of the Malay peninsula
could he descried, the bushy heads of the Jungle at
T2
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times just peeping above the Torizon.  Beyond that,
Gunong Poolai' reared its Tong back. Mo the cast

and south, countless islands studded the view ;—here,

andy, glittering in the sun g there, 5 yonder,

y. Some covered with deuse jungle; others

roc
adorned with pine apple and chumpada gardens,
These gardens were yet unexplored.  The mysteries
of their mazes were ab ivie to my young spirit.
Would the cuplain gratily wy curiosity ? Ol yes,
Here was the jolly-hoat, and o erew of seven Maluys
to wo where 1 liked.  What could haye een more
Tiheral and enjoyable than this?

At owrly dawn nest morning the unnistakeable
odour of the coral reef was apparent.  We are all
astir. Taking o huriced taste of hot cottee s Dis-
cuits; we then pulled oft to the reeft 1t was lound
to he an oval pateh ; and the beacon was to be built
ab the eastend.  This T will leave to the gallant
caplain; it being @ monument of higskill. I myself
proceed oyer the reef, with my usal usele

5 idleness,
and view the wonders theveof. Here I fell across
the gigantic cockle, which old Dampier correctly
says would dine two hundred men. At times these
cockles measure four feet in length; but those we
found here did not exceed fourteen to sixteen inches.
Here again | stumbled over the black slug, called
butu kling by the Malays,—a characteristic term,
but not translatable into English, Again, 1 spy
the bubi laut, a black ball, bristling with needles,
which it is almost death to toucl. T keep clear of
¥
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them, while [admire their tender structure.  The
slightest toneh breaks the venomous spears to pieces,
alk over corals of all deseriptions, forms, and

L enongh fo il twenty smusenms. We get info

the bout, and row vawud the veel.  Tleve, in the

clear pellucid water, we espy the most delicate

Is 1 have ever seen, and thousands of

branchy co
fishes sporting amongst the marine grottos.  And
fishes ! They

5 in hrightuess

how beauntiful the ecolours of 1h

rival the hirds of the adjacent coas
{low, and purple. The

Green, blue, y

and varic
seene is enchanting .

But the tide rises; and eight bells arve struck—a
sound that gladdens the when the appetite is
reburn onhoard. The captain is proud

good: and w

s Ie saves his hononrable

of his morning’s suce
masters, the Hast India Company, three thonsand

dollays, which was the fender of a contractor for the

beacon.  We dress, and are soon seated at his hos-
pitable table, covered with well-prepared  Oriental
dishes,  The cnrried fowl is splendid: the red
and vongmin pickles delightiul,  Our captain teases

sh

his pet ape, and his tame otter : and he jokes and
spins yarns about all parts of the world.  After
breakfast, the jolly-hoat is at my serviee; it is
well laid in with provisions and water, and 1 pull
to the labyrinths of Pulo Pecee,? in search of
novelty,  Noon finds us anchored under a shady
mangrove. We had landed at a village; and having
bought abundance of sugar-cane, plntains, and
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ine apples, he Lusears enjoy a fvast to their heart's
ontent.  Evening warns us to return s and we get
Toneside after dusk; well sutisfied with our pull
{ the ndrrow infricacics of the wooded
slands, and our sail amidst the gentle aephyTs
which now prevail in the Sfraits. At cight bells.
are placed on the table,

spirits, water, and sl
LS

which, having been dis 2, we retire to an early
rest, after the constant exerase of the day. The
above is a specimen of {he daily routine, which was
ursions in different directivns, sueh as
Took 2 for a shot at the wild pigeons, o

varied hy
to Pulo
o a passing free trader, to obts
or Tndia. Few can fmagine the soft soothing enjoy-
v oseen them.

i mews from home

ableness of such waters who have neve

Sunday heing a day aof rest, all the Lasears would
out in their best sui and the deck
waonld b new pin.  No more than a
shott visit to the bencon was indulged in. Tt Tiad
ad considerably above the waters,
ol very liberal

he dres:

as clean @

pow reared its he
The eaptain was & Preshyterian
ranges yeb, Delonging Lo the Established Church of
Seotland, he had wot forgotten his old prcjurliues
against the Seceders, towards whom he let off what
little spleen was in his natare.  His contests with
Bishop Wilson? of Caleuttiy, Tind been {requenty
while that high episcopal diguitary wus travelling
as his passenger over his dioces The Bishop'®
{diosynerasies, which browght gravity and gaiety
sacredness and pmfnnity| solemmity and wiirth, infé
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too close and jurving proximity, had much ol Con-
calton’s good-natnred eriticism  directed to them;
and many were the laughs Tis friends had at his
deseriptions of the peeulinrities ol the enrnest,
simple-minded, good Bishop,  One duy, an excellent
devillid fowl was placed on the table, His Lovdship
was asked what he would tuke.  Looking around

at the various dishes, he at length asked tl
for a picee of his encrgy j—a bit of clervieal wit that
Congalton's quick and humorous perception enjoyed
intensely.

The Bishop had morning-prayers on the quarter-
deck of the steamer, when he made all joining in
them kneel on the bare deck, ylights.
This pulled rather stoutly against Congalton's strict

against the sk,

Presbhyterian reminiscences, 1t would have also
been u
see their cap
oceasions he alwiys got out of the way, on the plea
of shouls ahead, or compasses out of order. The
good Bishop was annoyed af this, and would argue,
Congalton would hall e
He would do anything vather than be rude; at the
some time, anything to avoid going down on his

strange sight for his Malay crew, to

in such a positions so on such

se himself; hall palliate.

before his native crew. He would
the Bishop that Presbyterians prayed standing.
ctory understanding,
Bishop was nettled, at times ; the captain was
durate. At length the Bishop, to clear up all
s, said, * See, Captain ; look af that brass wheel

hey could come to no s
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of yours; one spoke is my religion, the next one is
yours; don’t they both go into the saume nave?—
8o let us be friends.” Congalton was a wman who
could appreciate such an amiable proposition.  * The
Bishop was a brick at hottom,” said he; “he is
made of the right stuff'!”

Congalton was famous (or his dinners, and the
most admired of his dainties were his soups.  The
ladies always prased them, and asked how they
were made. Congalton was mnocent of the art,
but he always had an answer which excited the
risible faculties of his friends,

* Why madam,” Congalton would say; there is
nothing like an old tough cock for making soup;
and T always keep several for this purpose.”

“Indeed, Captain!” was the exclamation of his
fair inquirers, His naive wit and bluff tenderness
made him a great favourite with the ladies.

He, however, died a buchelor, poor lellow !

1 Now speli Plai

2 Now I, west ol Singapiore

3 Now 1 Salo near the Raftles Lighthose

4 Dol Wilkon wirs Anglivati Bishop of Caleniu bosern 1832
and 1838,




CHAPTER XXXIX.
CAITAIN SAMURL CONGALTON.

Concarton’s memory will he cherished by many
friends in the Straits. e was a brave and wene-
rous British sailor to the back-bone. His actions
would have gained him an admiralship, and the
service would have been proud to adopt him, had he
not had the Fast Tndis Company between him and
Her Majesty.  As it was, the Anglo-Brahminical
Government gave no hopes for such a man, He
way officially entitled to plain master; he had U.C,
placed behind his name in the Government Gazette,
and though he served his masters faithfully for
thirty years, he did not belong to the e as the
Bombay marine was termed.  He died in harness,
as many more sons of British mothers hav
the effect of neglect, climate, and want of facilities

+ done ;

for recruiting health by leave of absence to his
native country.  Poor Congalton !

Congalton for many years commanded an armed
eruiser belonging to the Bast Indian Government,
and in such capacity the general public called him
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“eaptain s and, as sueh, so would Samuel Jolinson,
e was in constant aetive serviee, first in command
of the “Zephyr™ schoover, then the steamer
“ Diana,” and latterly the “Hooghly.”  He eruised
about the Straits and Clina Sea, aguinst the Malay
pirates 3 and many were the encounters he had,

from first to lust.  The service was one of great
danger; and, though death in it might nof have
been thonght glorious, the more eredit to i whe
braved death for the sake of the safety of his fellows,
arly days, a hand-to-hand fight
with a nest of pirates in the Muda River; and then
Lie proved that his sword was wiclded hy a firm and
dexterous hand.  Many were the chases, in open
sea, and not a few pirates he brought to condign
punishment, whether in the heat of action, or by
carrying them prisovers hefore the calm but awe

Ile had, in his

inspiving power of the law. Tle frequently accom-
prnied Her Majesty's ships of war as consort: and,
by his thorough knowledge ol the Malays, their
craft and haunts, his presence was invaluable,  Iis
services in this respect met frequent acknowledg-
ment.  He fought his vessel in several actions when
so consorted, besides he was frequently employed in
the more dangerous and arduous duties of boat
expeditions up the rivers, In such services he had
to run the risk of being shot by hidden eneraies
concealed Dbehind mangrove bushes. Such long-
continued services, under a tropical sun, were surely
worthy of admiration. A miserably weak govern-




CADTAIN SAMUEL CONGALTON ELG

ment might dislike suely 2 man; a gread and geue-
rous oncwould haye cherished him.  Let us see how
he fared.,

On May 15th, in the year 1585, Her Majesty's
ship “ Woll" Captain &
east coast of the M
a dead calm, a Chin
hersell from the attacks of six lar

loy, was crnising on the
When Iying in

ed defending

e Ilanoon pirate
prows.  The man-of-war Ly helpless to suceour,
steamer
“Digna,” Captain Congalton, was observed in the
offing, approaching the * Woll™  Captain Stanley
sent a gix and jolly hoat to her, with orders for the
“Diana™ to procecd towards the junk (it appears

but, by noon, the Honourable Company

from this that the Company’s steamer was subordi-
nate to the * Woll”).  The steamer  Diana ™ came
up with the pirates about fourin the afternoon. On
seeing the smoke, the pirates thought it was a
Buropean vessel on fire, so quitted the junk and
bore down on the steamer, and fived on her as she
approached.® “ But they now had a different sort,
of enemy to deal with, und the stewmer stopping

her paddles as she came opposite to each prow, and
being able to get her guns to bear with terrible
effect, poured in a destructive fire, streteling the
pirates in masses on their decks. The headmost
and largest prow, however, miintained a fierce re-
sistance, protracting the contest Gl halt-past six,
when she was boarded in a hall sinking state, which

* Sae Frrn. East Indian Archipela and Basterm Asda,
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wlterwards rendered i nee o ent her adrift

The other five, favoured with

from the © Diana.”

Trsize, hoisted sail, and edged away to the south-
ward with the steamer in chase, and closing upon
{hem, when darkness coming on enabled them to
offect their eseape, i which they were lurther
assisted by the tempestuous weather which  sue-
ceeded, Tt it is believed from the shattered wnd
disabled state to which they were reduced by the
severity of the * Diana's” fire, that they would be
under the neees:

y ol abandoming several of their

vessels, and cbarking their diminished mimbers in
one or two of the least roughly hamdled: Tt wag
ohserved that, in the pursuit, scarce any of the
prows could muster more fhan two or three paddles
aside. e prisoners we understand acknowledged
o 360 men being on board the six prows, of whom
90 wen were killed, and 150" wonnded, 30 being
prisouers on board {le Diana,” cight of whom were
ely wounded."”

Let Englishmen judge of this action. 1Tere was:

desp

Y

wall steamer of 160 tons hurden in eharge of &
British captain, and manned by his two European:
alfiee 5. This
Swar hoatsy
in which sal their erews, and in which situation
they could o no part in the fray. Congalton
frequently averred this to me personally. His
own officers and erew manned his own ship, and
fought his own guns, while Tie towed the gig and.

ors und w mative erew of thirty Ma

smatl steamer had in tow two men-of
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jolly-haats
spective crews, astern, ready no doubl fo et as
Brit

tunity.  Thus this small steamer, nnder the com-

o the man-of-war, containing their re-

unen ought to do, had they had an oppor-

mand of Captain Congalton, attacked six formidable
pirate prows, filled with brave and desperate men,
the terror of these seas.  T'he aetion must be ad-
mitted to be o gallant one.  What of that?  Next
month the Journul of the Indiun Archipelago tells
us that Capiain Stanley was pres
value 100 guineas, by the wmercantile community
of Singupore, and besides. e was entertained at
public dinner,  The editor adds, 1 must Jave
been an inadvertence that no public testimouy was

nted with a sword,

given ol their appreciation of the services of Captain
Congalton of the * Diana" " Yes, T have always
thought the neglect w
‘such persons s the merchants of Singapore ; but,
to tell the truth, there was no proper public opinion
in those duys. The Company’s governor hiad great
influence with the few leading men, and Mr. Bon-
bam, who then held the reins, would lave his
sympathies enlisted against Congalton, whatever
is judgment might be,

Now though Bob ordered o fo go and lick big
Bill, surely Bob had no eredit by the deed.  Yet it
as decreed that Bob should have all the eredit in
is case.  Stanley ordered Congalton to go and
b the pirates, which he did accordingly, and
ey not only gof all the eredit of the action,

andalous, in the ease ol
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but hewas paid handsomely for it hesides.  Stanley

claimod 20L sterling ashead for each pirate that
Congalton killed or took prisoner, and he gof it too
Under what plea this price of hoed? this plea—
that two Doats’ erews, being under Congalton's
protection during the action, were consequently
present —a traly flimsy argument, for absorbing both
credit and gain,  But such was the ease.  Stanley
took all,  Tle would hayve given Congalton and his
crew a portion of the prize-money, but the lower
grades of his officers and men would not hear of it.
This action added great delat to the laurels of
the ™ Woll?"" It was the first check that the for-
midable Ilanoons had rveceived. It eleared them
from oft the seas cutirvely ; and, though it does not
rival Sir Jumes Brooke's great deeds for the Fast,
it initiated a new state of things.  The cruel and

formidable fleets of  mavanders no longer dared
beard the European settlements to their teeth.  No
longer could they ransack the cousts for plunder
and slaves,  The first man that met them with an
energy that paralyzed them, certainly was Captain
Samuel Congalto

I haye said Stanley claimed 204 ahead for
each pirate destroyed or taken by Congalton ; this
he did under a law relating to piracy in the Medi-
terranean and West Indian seas,  The law decided
in the favour of his claim. So far, no fault can be
found ; still T hold that equity and fairness would
indicate that he had no claim. General principles
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would haye advised Stanley and lis officers not to
have fouched that thing which a brave and unre-
warded man had carned for them. T trost that the
officers of the “ Wall" give their shares away in
charity,

While brave in war, Congalton was active in
rescne ol the cas md the shipwrecked. The
ship “Sultana,™ Captain Page, was burnt in the
China Seas, and the boats took refiige in Borneo.
Here they were most inhospitably treated by the
Sultan of Borneo, who plundered them of all their
property, The Singapore authoritics, on being

made aware of the cirenmstance, despatched Captain
Congulton and his steamer to the rescue; and on
arriving at the place he managed, by his delicate
tact and firm bearing, to vescue all the unfortunates
from the clutehes of the
diffieulty of the nndertaking it must he mentioned
that
perty o slaves of the Sultan and his nobles; that
Borneo at that fime was unvisited by British men-
ofswar, and their power was unheeded, and the Sultan
was the most powerful prince in the neighhouring

vages.  To estimate the

sueh as these were accounted as pro-

seas.  Captain Congalton performed his mission to
the entire satisfaction of the Struits Goyvernment,
and fo the gratitude of the persons rescued.  The
Pposition of the eastaways wits of the most harrowing
nature.  The captain, to save his danglicr from
the havem of the Sultan, had fo feign being her
hushand, and the long-continued fear of such an
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impending misforfune at length drove the young
lady distracted.

The “ Diana " was the fivst steamer that had ap-
peared in Boreos and, as such, was an object of
great curiosity to the Malay nobles, Crowds visited
her, When several of the chiefs were down in the
engine-room’ {o inspect the machinery, it was put
in motion, fo their great horror. They flew on
deck in the most abject fright, ing out dya
bergrak! dya bergrak? (it stivs it
the impression that it was 2 Tiving monster, fed and
hald, to mave the vessel as it

) under

provided for in the
was ordered.

This was not the only mission of resene that
Most of

Captain Congalton was cmployed upon.
Bones

the native states were visite for this purpose.
fimes to resene Europeans, but generally nafives, the:
victims of piracy-

e was o man of small st
active. Ilis brown hair was searcely showing grey
at the age of filty. Though trained as um]»pl‘e;\;
Sunderland coal
5 of feel

His munners were

ature, but compact and’

fice in @ rough school —that of the
frade—Tie was a wman of the utmost delie
ing, and of Ligh prineiple.
the old school,—Dbluntness and  honesty happi
Dlended with acute perception of propriety. His
ready and pungent wit rendered lis conversald
anmated and engaging.  His oll saws were
good not to Tear being told over rain.

When he was gone, his frionds in Singd
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cmsed a copy of his portrait to he hung in one of
the public halls of the city.  But as the net met
the disapproval of the Governor, Colonel Buftor-
worth, it may have sinee been removed, as tlif
high funetionary, of small mind, infended the samne
howour for himsell. T happened to eall on lis
honour shortly after my friend's portrait had Deen
hung in the Tnstitation ; and he was very cross and

il-hmoured about it. The old leaven of menopoly
held strong fo Governor Buttersworth ; so Te could
see no merit in one who was not of the Serpier,
el
such contemptuons ideas agajnst
the. worthics of «ll Englond ; and yet so long up-
ported in their monopoly by the British il
aent.  Monapoly intrmales its wgly associations int

Strange habit, this!—the seleet fow yellow-fu
nabobs  holding

our most savred works, whether thyy le o respwety love,
admiration, or hallowed ey,



CHAPTER XL

SUNGLT KALLANG,

Titrs is the largest rivalet in Singapore.  Upon it
once stood a sug:quill; and, oner upon @ time,
any joyons hours were spent ina Dungalow over-
looking that sugar-mill Alas! how dead, quiet,
ted was that sime place long hefore 1 left
ws for gool! The interior of Singapore
ration j

and d
those sce
had something exciting to the young imay
and the Sungei Kallang, at that time, was said tor
Jead far into it.  Tigers of the larges amed
in the jungles; and fhe destruction of life was of!
daily ocenrrence. The gambier and pepper planti=
tions, with which the island was studded all overy
promoted their increuse. The gambier plant afforded
an excellent cover s and the naked, tusty Chinams
at work in all directions, provided a food of which
the animal was esceedingly fond,  The jungles
Singapore were attended with sufficient danger 1
be attractive to the Yover of adventure and som
of my Kallang {riends had much of this in
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natures.  One day T got a canoe, with five Malays,
to paddle up on a voyage of discovery.,  Young
M

the Canadian. Two were ¢ mrh shots, ind ambitions

. i
and B—— were with me, and also Caeral,

to beard w tiger to his face. B—— sang M
ly, and serenaded the monkeys si
L taipuenis trees, As we procecded

SOms: exeuisitel
ting on the
up the stream, we found it covered with tall trees,

overshading us i a wanner that entirely pre-
vented the mid-day sun from striking ws with his
fierce rays.  The pulin-trees Tuxuriated in the fertile
soil, and the wild nut hang its peach-like fruit over
our heads,

Snakes, enrled upon the overbanging branches,

af
ugly, wreathing, venomous reptile did Carrol send
to the bottom with his suve aim. We ascended for
several howurs, till we
fastencd to the bank. Here we stopped and lunehed.
‘We then fastened our hoat, and moving over fallen
trees, we arrived at @ gambier and pepper bangsal,
with its peeuliar hi
cup of tea from the hospitable Chinese, and then
we sallied forth on a frudge through the jungle,  We
found the country unduluting ; alternate red hills
and fat swamps, with larg of ula <
At one spot, neir the edge of the great swiamp, we
were struck with the numerons marks of the tiger.
The ground was actually pattered over with theie
tprints, so much so that we

ted our frequent attention; and many an

ame to (e boat of o Chinese,

Ti-coned rool,  [leve we had a

rlud to get
g2
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away safely from the spot. Life had frequently
been lost in this neighbourhood.

The gambier and pepper plantations were not
devoid of picturesqueness,—though of that rude,
primitive kind which does more to repel than to
charm.  The Chinese employed were of a rough,
independent stamp, which generally did not consort
well with the self-importance of the European. But,
much as 1 have been amongst them, T never met
with inhospitality.  Many had become Roman
Cathiolies, who were easily known by an image of
Christ being fixed in the position of the image of
the Joss. Ttappeared to be an easy transition’s more
wl and less abstract than the transition to

Carrol was a character not often met with in
fhese latitudes. He was a French Canadian, and
had left his country during the troubles of 1838,
He was a fierce-looking, gentle-hearted man, of
little worldly knowledge, and given solely to sport-
ing. To shoot a tiger was lis great ambition ;
and night affer night he spent in the woods; bty
crrious to relate, never met with lis desire, Al
other animals, from hears to monkeys, e had killed
and eatens but a figer, numerous as they werey
never erossedl his path.  M—— partook of Carrol's
eenius also.  He sat one night on the top of
bamboo hush, watehing for the coming of a ferocious
tiger, known to be in the neighbourhood. I1e sab
alone, drinking brandy pawnce, and smoking, till ab
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length he fmagined himsell” surronnded by tigers,
try
state he beeame so nervous (no wonder) that e
i
s

o o get up at him to devour him.  In this

sed the ambition that had led him into so horrible

crape. The bell of St. Andrew’s struek one, with

a deadly knell ; he thought all was up.  He made
a frantic leap to the ground, and bated not breath
il he found himself ander the verandal of his own

gers” heads were frequently brought into town,
and the Chinese were enconraged, by rewards, to
cateh them in pit falls.  When they were suceess-

ful in sceuring one, it was declared a general holiday

aman;
to see the monster, and be af his death.  The pit
would be 14 to 15 feet deep, and o strong frame of
spars would he seen to have fallen over the montl.
Two fie

the bottom of the pit, and an o

st the Enropean residents, who hastened ont

- alobes, the

's eyes, would be seen at

would

fonal e
be heard, as of rolling thunder. A long bamboo
would b poked at the two globess it would he
responded to by the figer leaping up to the very
top, grasping the spar
aloud, hollow voar,  Many bambhoos would be torm

and then filling down with
to picees in this way. Do a real sportsmian
i play, and the
letting loose of the gune: but this would he aver-

rity,  Tired of teas
ing the animal, lots would be drawn for their turns

being present, he would sugees

diseroct ma

ruled by the m

of shooting,  This eeremony being over, shol one
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would miss, responded to by a spring to the top;
shot two, hits, anotlier spring and & deep bellow
shot three, hits the forchead, this quicts the animal
alittles shot four, wnother hit, and the tiger falls;
<hot five, he revives and redonbles his strength and
ferocity for 4 moment, and then falls dead at the
bottom.  Having poked him well with 2 hamboo,
and seeing no stir, the lid is taken off and the
animal hauled up by the Chinese. They sell the
head to Government for 100 Spanish dallars, aud
the flesh they sell for as muel, for medicine to their
countrymen,  The skin may be purchased by some
fe
system of tiger hunting —the anly kind that T, heing
no shot, ever affected to engage in, with but one
exception;

of the genflemen present. Thus would end a

1 & French Conaitian shiv arrived i Singaporo 1835 wnd
anuting expralitiots:

whin hecawe famins T his e




CHAPTER XLI.
CAPEAIN WILLEAM SCOTY,

A winL known name in the Far Bast is that of
Captain William Scott'; and it is, af the sawo time,
associated with the most precious virtues of henevo-
lence, hospitality, charity, tenderness of feeling, and
the friend of many men—

true friendship.  He
1 true friend.

their name is Tegion; and he w
Sueh was the chavacter of the venerable man whose
name is at the head of this Chapter.

Captain. Willimn Scott was first ¢
lustrious poet and novelist, and he wa
ploneer settler of Prince of Wales Islind (Penang),
who was the close friend and adviser of its first
governor and founder of that settlement. ’J‘lms
comnected, and with such personal charncteri
he had a great hold on the affections of the Bllflill
in the Far East. His many eminent virtues bound
his countrymen to him. The kind old man lives in
the grateful memory of many now surviving.

He died a short time ago, at the ripe age of
eighty-three, and the mournful news vibrated over

isin of the

son of the
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the most distant colonivs of thie British - empire,
Few

are generally shed for the old, yet many
tears were dvopped for this patriaveh.

My first acquaintance with Captain William Scott,
was when he might have been entering his sixtieth
year.  Hewas then hale and hearty, in pos

of all his faculties.  Te hield several appointments
in the East India Company’s uncovenanted civil
serviee, which of course were anything but luera~
tive; and his strict integrity, and carelessness of
Inere, did not advance his prospects.

In boyhood he had gone through the routine
of an Edinburgh high school education ; in early
manhood he had borne his par a member of the
Volunteer Cavalry and Royal Avchers of that city,
which oceupations were velinquished for private

enterprise in the Fast Indian Archipelago.  Mis-
fortunes came upon his futher’s house, and his:

father's large ¢ passed into other Tands?
Young William S was thus reduced from the
position of an independent gentleman, of first-rate
standing, to become a servant of the great Company
holding sway in India, and as sueh 1 knew him,
Iis office habits were regular, though not labo~
rious. In this respect he fully earned all that was:
granted to him. In his private home, necessity
required that he should be plain, yet he was as.
generous as his means could permit. He delighted
in his gardens, and he soon reared about him, out.
of n wilderness of jungle, a plantation that was the
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ery one, whether in regurd to its
or fertility.
md osotie, wer

admiration of e

entifie regularity

ies of [ruits, nativ found

in the arvew of his plantation.  The purple cocon
dropped its fenit beside the avomatic nutmeg.  The
gracelul betel-nut tree stood out boldly from amongst
ng. The
sei island cotton flonrished lerve, the gamuti padm

the maze of rambutans, dukus, and duri

tree there, the arrowroot: yonder—Tlow much more
could not e detailed?  And, in the e ly dawn, the
old gentleman would be found cutting, planting,
ultering. and amending his complicated arrange-

ments, which no one could unthread but hims
As it was, his
turesque, shady, pleasing  vetreats that possibly
ned, illuminated as it was by the old
gentleman's Tustrous blue eye, h
warm, | ¢

arden afforded one of the most pie-

could be in

ilver hair, and

deome.

His vigitors were ab onee invited to partake of
some of his ravities,—these might be a cup of
Mocha cofft
nut milk, or varieties of fruit, all of which were his
own production ; and skilled was the old gentloman
in describing the wanner of rearing each: object of
his attentive care.

At table he was excellent company of that quiet
intelligent class, that spurns not the good things,
but “ maketh merry and rejoiceth.”  His strong
constitution cnabled him fo be freer with himself

I than 1mnany younger men, but he was never

se, Manilla chocolate, a tumbler of eocou-
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known to exceed a quantity he could perfectly well
hear, without injury to lealth or the remotest
offence to propricty. In the times of Sir George
Bonham, he was a constant guest at Goyernment
House. Nir George’s experience could appreeiate
the value of such a man, in an isolated socicty, suelt
as that of the Straits; and he felt that his noble
hospiitality was graced by the presence of the cousin
of Siv Walter.

But times altered—it came to puss that a Pharaoh
rose up, who “knew not Joseph.” The son of a

shopkecper was promoted fo the government of the
Straits settlements. A compound of ignorance and
pomposity, such as Governor Butterworth was,
could not be expected to appreciate genuine worth;
so Captain William Seott fell a s Under the
habits of the good ald times ol Sir Cieorge Ionham,
Captain William Scatt, whose office was next the
(tovernor's, continued to enjoy his cigar when think-
ing over the knotty matters of his duties. This
Tiabit was taken as a great personal affront—it was
an offence of great magnitude. Under the sume
habit and custom as obfained in old times from
those of Sir Stamford Raffles downwards, Captain
Willian Seott called at the Governor's office in his
every day suit of clothes (clean white). This affront
wis mortal, It was worse than a ryot appearing
before o rajah with the hilt of his kris uncovered.
Qo his rain was determined on.  In a despotio
government such as that of the Bast India Com=

rifice,
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pany, this was a matter of great ecase. Tt simply
required fiwo strokes of the pan by way of recom-
mendation fo the Bengal government, and the first
intimation fhat Captain William Seott had of his
al,and the avvival of a youny
1 to take charge,  The old
Saithful servant was ths ousted, and his moans of lve-
lihood swept from under his fict

offinces was his dismi

wan with peonliar inter

Was there any vemedy for this? T think T hear
my reader ask with impatience.  No ! there was no
appeal ; for appeals [ never knew to ho suceessful.
Bventually, but tardily, o small pittance by way of
pension wus granted him s but this was no lalm to

an upright wounded noble heart 3 lie felt the injus-
tice most acutely, for he had a great deal of Sy
Walter in Jiv.*

colt, A couin wesie Walter seattand ison of
r Master at

1 Captain Willim S
Jiines Seote, e pionecr seutleraf Penng. e was'|
Singnpore. See p

3 Jamnes Seoit = esties v Penang Blatid inludod Gligor s bich
wits ki over Ly Dyl Browin

A S weberae o s vowsine S Walier Seote




CHAPTER XLIL
GUNONG POOLAL

Giuvoxa Pooval has been mentioned before, as rear-
ing its head in the inferior of the Malay peninsuli.
It wae the highest land within thirty miles of
Singapore; and ite very top was coveted by an
enterprising medical man.' Strange that a medical
man should covet thie very apex of o mountain in
the wilderness ; « few yards at the very top were all
that he eagerly grasped at.  The place was only fo
le arrived at throug dense jungle, infe
wild beasts, and piratical Malays—yet these were
no obstacles to Bsculapins,  The top of Gunong
Poolui was to he possessed by him, and the road
to it was to be made by the Bast India Company.
This requires explanation; otherwise my history of
events might he seriously mishelieved.

Bengal is a sickly region, and the English of
Tengal get away from it us fast as they ean. The
sickly require medical advice, and wedical men thus
mike money.  Now Singapore was thought to be the
very place for the yellow Bengal civilian to come to,
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for the suke of the great benefit to be derived from
theadvice of the eminent practitioners settled there.
Again a cool samatarium, in the upper regions,
within reach of the consulting chamher, it was
thought, would give additional inducements most
desirable to the grand scheme.  Gunong Poolai
stood out of the Malay jungles, and noboldy was
making any use of it, so our doctor pitched upon it
and rapid for-
y from all civi-

as the very spot for mpking an e

tune.  True it was thirty miles a
lized convenience
traversed by the jolun and the tiger. These were
no obstacle to the Doctor.  His Anglo-Saxon envrzy

and true its paths conld only be

pictured villas, hotels, billiavd-tables, bakeries, and
ories on the v

sodu-water manufi

top ‘of Tk

elysium, and mail-coach roads lively with busy
traffic to it. I was one of the party induced to
accompany the Doctor to the coveted spot, and I shall
endeavour fo give a full, true, and particular account
of the wonders of this teera incognita.

We

conld take s, and then made our way on foof

nded the viver Sakodai’as tar as a boat

through the jungle, till we cumé to a few Malay Luts.
Tlere we stopped for the night ; and, nest morning,
piloted by some Indian conviets, we made for the
mountain,  We walked all day over a difficult
country, and it wus evening before we arrived af
the suall hut on the mountain construeted for onr
use by the conviets,  The party consisted of several
Buropeans, and a good number of natives.  Young
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W—— M—— and I reached the top first—he
ascribing lis agility to whisky—I mine to water.
The others lagged hehind, overpowered by fatigud
and thirst, The Doctor was carried up-in a fainting
state by the natives, hut he and we all found our-
selves pretty eomfortable after o meal of hot rice
and Tloffman’s jam. It was dark, so no view could
be obtained, and we erowded into the huf, talking
and laughing to wile away the time. A young
Trishman had brought his violing and his Tlight-
Tearted wirth, songs, and tunes, added no Tittle to
our enterfainment, T think T hear his

“ il Widow Macroe,
Yom are denr nnto ti—"

still vinging in my ears. The apes and monkeys
chattered i coneert, and the shrill trnpeter blew
Tis londest notes.  Drowsiness at length overtook
all, and as |
their interelimnge of ideas,

lay clase to two Malays I listened to

«Who eenld have made this mountain #”
Dolal to Chie Mat.

Says Che Mat, “ It must have been the dewa
dewra, (demigods).”

Says Dolab; “ Yos, perbaps Sl Brma or Han-
doman.”

“ Just so,” says Che Mat.

Says 1, interrupting them, © May it not have heen
Tuan Allah (the Lord God) "

“Oh, yes, sir,” sitid they, both evidently ashamed

said
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of their Paganism.  They were Mahomedans, lut

Dl viot yet Jost the traditions of their forefithers
We did ot sleep very soundly, but were astiv
early to gain the summit, whicl we had wot reaclied

arvived at what w

the night hefore; but when we
thayght the summit, o dise ppointment wis. great
fo find that we had heen guided fo the castern

mountain, which is mueh lower than the westérn,

and between which an immense gulph yawned.

Onr thermometer showed a temperature anly
lower than what it stunds at on the plain, conse-
quently we could not have attained above 1500 fee
of elevation.  Our provisions ran out, so we lad to
return that day, By noon we slang our guns on
owr backs and soampered down the  mountain.
Young W M—— and 1 led the van, which
was the canse of our losing a great treat, viz, an

encounter with two rhinoecroses ; one of whiclh was
shot, the other eseaped. The dead rhinoceros was
held to Dbe atrophy of
finder got the head by v
hind feet [l to my share.  What took us o whole
day to go, only took us four hours to return ; for in
wrived at the Malay village,
pt that night.  On the next moriing

reat distinetion, so the

ol precedence, and the

that space of time we

we ted some Chinese miners sewrching for tin,

but; they had not met with success.  Leaping into
our boat again, we descended the Sakodul and
arrived off’ Kmn.m:w]l)y dark.  Here the Doctor and

T left the party, intending to ride across the island
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of Singapore, Ly the road just then newly finished
expeeted o be at the fiest Chinese
ganmbir hangs 1 (wnlier works), so we male for it

1t was now piteldark, and we Yad great diffiendty
i wroping our Wiy throngh the close high serub, hut
at length we arvived at the bigsal, and stood
bofore fhe outer gate, On our fins appearanee
grpeat Tnbibub ok place among the Chinese, the
canse of whicliwas that they had lately leen attacked
by Maluys, s0 they were more than  ordinarily

Wi

Oup horse

alent for sueh episodes in their Lackwood  habi-
The biangsal was stockaded vound, and on
e Doetor and T advancing to the g te, the inmates
evienced the greatest alim, aud le
as with spesrs and dQowble swords,  The Doctor was

fation.

ot set upon

o biave man, so by ddvancing too closely fo the
stockade, got mearly thrust through by o speary
fortubately his white dress was seen in the dark,
o was tecognised as e orang putil (white man)
by the hin who inmediately dropped their
warlike demonstrations, and with great joy apened
the door and let us in.

On ing the ooy (hend niam) about o
Torses, it appeared  that they were at the nos!
Bengpsaly so after a cup of tea with the olil man; W
departed, and gob the Torses at the place indicad
A vide of fifteen miles over @ wood level
brought us into town by early morning, and i
ended the Doetor’s inroad wpon the savage wilds

the Malay peninsula.
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The seenery from the top of Gunong Poolai proved
neither interesting nor attractive. A lorrid gloomy
sameness pervaded the Jand in all direetions,
the Straits and islands to the south were too distunt
to give reliefl to this characteristic. The interior
was found to be one mass of tall forest, unspotted
by either praivies or cultivation. To the north our
view was intercupted 1)_)- a higher range; but {o the
east we could recoguize Luluwmut, Sumbilayang, aud
Mintaka.® The formation was granitic,

The interior of the Malay peninsula was better
known to the early Portuguese than to cither the
Dutchior the English, as is proved by their old maps.
Gray lost his life hy traversing the peninsula from
Pahang to Malacea, but Favre and J. Ik, Logan were
‘more fortunate in making their way over mieh the
same ground, more to the southward, without injury
o their health.

i

and

L This was Dy It
ingapore in 1840 and pr
2, Niw e Sek
B Now spelt K

S Now knowa e amnnns Bl Swmnliang wod Ml

vl b Edligiburshy, whiy arived i
rrised hwere o onr iy vamed




CITAPTER XLII.
T JEW OF BAGDAD.

Prewe was an oriental Jewish merchant in Singapore
enlled Abraluon Solomon, @ man of patri chal ap-
festic wnien—a man who might
sat fo a seulptor us a wodel of he Fither of the fuiths
ful, Tle dressed in the flowing vobes of the Last, and
a large turban covered his liead, Mis complesion
was fair; his eves jet Dlack and brilliant, his nose
aguiline, his hrow high 5 bis hair, onee black, was
s 1 hadever

pearance, and m

now grey, and his Deard, the most capac
soen, flowed down over his breast.  He was o man
of large stature, and his urms and legs weye propor=
tionably stout, covered with black haic. Such was
the personal appearance of Abpaham Solomon, th
Jew of Bagdad.

given fo hospitality, and T helieve o
of mine and myself were the first Huropeans t]
entered his house, and partook of his good thi
Such being the case, the incident relating ther 1
will not be unworthy of record. My friend was
law adyiser, which was the cause of our invitati
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Abraham Solomon at that time lived in the mer-
cantile quarter, and his house fronted the Boab
Q At dusk we repaired to his abode, and were
received with great warmth. Entering the shop
doory we were taken through the hall and carried up
to an upper verandah ficing the inner court, where

we found fhe repast already spread out, The
aid out for four, and our host’s brother
made the fourth,  The fable was a lurge round one,
and we sat in arm-chairs.  The cloth was as clean
as a mew pin, and tall champagne glasses stood
beside eacly plate.  The table furnishings were
. otherwise all

tuble was

European, in honowr of his wlies
was oriental.

Our host could not speak English, so the Malay
langus

e had to do doty in our interchange of
courtesies,
was a poor medium for so important an oceasion ;
but good feelings and intentions made up all de-
ficiencies.  Our host first pressed us to fll our
glasses, and quaff a bumper, before commencing on
the solids, and this was readily aceeded to by all of
us.  The viands consisted of capons, muiton, and
fowls, made up in va
our host was particular in explaining {0 us that all
flesh had been most carefully killed by the priest,
and that all the oil used was estracted from animals
Sokilled. Tl dwelt much on this subject, which
seemned fo him a nu stimportant one, and he assured
that, during his life time, he had always been
"2

It must be admitted that this linguage

nis well-

easoned dishes, and
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most rigid in ohserving the laws of Moses on these
points, and, in so doing, felt that his life had been
holy, and his body clean. Meantime, the cham-
pagne flowed pretty freely, and our host's Teart,
expanded.  And as he chatted away, his memory
reverted to Bagdad, and his younger days in that
city. He spoke in ecstacies of the date, grape, and
the fig—not obfainable in Singapore. Hethen spoke
of his father’s house, und the oppressions thereof
under a Mahomedan government. “At length,”
said he, “the oppressions became so grievous, that
we lud to flee the country. The soles of my feet
wre beaten till they were raw 3 for they wished to
torture me into disclosing treasures that I had
not."”

Another glass, and our host proceeded,  And
when T came to an English settloment, 1 expected
that the honourable of the land would be honoured,
but hear, my friends, what T have to say. Business
took me to the police office, to make a complaint
Dbefore the magistrate. [ walked info the common
hall lefore the seat of justice, expeeting to be
recoived, il not with courtesy, at least without
ignominy. Fancy my asfonishment and indigna-
tion, when two police peons grappled me by the
throat, fore my elothes, and pulled off my shoes by
order of the magistrate. T flung myself out of his
presence with scorn at such treatment. I, who own
ships, and have English captuins in my service, and
thousands embarked east and west, to be treated
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as & dog by a red-haired young lentenant ! —it is
preposterous! My friends, do not be angry with
me for mentioning this while you are my guests. T
onght not to have done so, as the magistrate is an
Englishman, like yourselves.”

We sympathised with the old gentleman, and
fully concurred in condemning his treatment. As
Europeans, we were willing to find excuses, but T
fear we failed.  When youth and folly sat in the
seat of judgment, and this was too common a rule
under the Company’s 7¢j, what else could be ex-
pected P Pride drove the Porfuguese out of Japan
three centuries ago, this should be a lesson to the
English.  Such fgnominies are deep soated, and long
remembered by the native gentlemen who eaperience
them. - We have only to judge of ourselves on this
point.

The good things soon dissipated what little feel-
ing ebbed out on fhis subject. The savoury condi-
ments, concocted in the inner apartments by deli-
cate and unseen hands, delighted our palates, and
restored good humour, while betimes coffee was
served as a sedative.

Our host was « leading man amongst his tribe,
and had much to do with the synagogue. The
subject of religion was avoided, for he believed that
the Messiah was yet to come, but he brought out a
large scroll of Hebrew manuscript, which he said
was the Mosaic law as read in the synagogue. It
was beautifully written on parchment, and with a
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ious, though we thonght fanatieal, reverence, he

vould not allow us to touch it. My {riend was an
nthusiastic inquirer into the manners, customs,
md literature of the Hast. Hewas not discon-
worted at this, but seemed philosophiml.]]y to study
Jur host in the shape of an othnological subject.
He looked von this Oriental Jew as & mediam by
which some dim idea might be gained of the many
curions facts related in the Scriptures, and which
the western Christian has no means of unlocking.
As a case in point, [ may relate, that on my
epurn from India, I attended a pi ish church ser-
age in the south of Scotland.  The
to a verse

vice in a vill
inister in reading @ chapter, cumne
which says, * King Dayid went up to the Temple
with his keys over his shoulder,”  The good mi-
nister, hummeid at this, and ab length said, My
friends, the keys in ancient times were no doubt so
big that it was necessury to earry them on the
chonlder.”  Little did he think that there was an
Tnglishman from the Par Fast listening to him,
and who had for years been daily accustomed to see
over their shoulders

Ovientals carrying their
tied to the coruers of their ptu-kn-t-\.\mnlkerchi,
the opposite eorners being used to carry @ litd
sepee and batal.

But to return, Our host’s excossive strictne

arding the oil that he used with liis food isqui

reg
frymoen ¢

in keeping with the customs of his coun
old, as deseribed by Plavius Josephus, who, in
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ing of the ble position the Jews obtained
from the kings of Asia, used this argument :*—
“That whereas the Jews do not make use of oil
prepared by forcigners, they receive a cerfain sum
of money, from the proper officers helonging to these
exercises, as the value of that oil, which money, when
the people of Antioch would have deprived them of
in the last war, Mucianus, who was then President
of Syria, preserved it to them.” Thus we could
not but be interested in this native of the region of
ancient Chaldiea, and note the fenacity with which
he clung to the customs and prejudices of his fore-
fathers,

Herodotus, in deseribing the army of Nerxes
about to descend on Gircece, proves the clothing of
the ancient Oriental to he much the same as it is at
present. The Persians wore on their heads loose
coverings ealled tiaras, on their legs loose trousers.
The Cissians wore mitres instead of turbans.  The
Bactrians wore turbans very much like those of the
Medes.  The Indians were clad i garments of
cotton, having bows and arrows of cane.  The
Arabians wore cloaks fastened by a- girdle. “The
iopians, panthers
roct would this description appear at the present
iy, must be admitted by Oriental fravellers; and,
h Abrulmm Solomon, it was no great streteh of the

and lions’ skins.  How cor-

wed raee, for
wt of the

* 8o “Jowish Autiquitics, book xii. chap. iii. vorse 1.

ination to seea type of an unehan;

physiognomy was an exact count;
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ancient profiles cut in stone, as exhumed by Layard,
in the country of his birth. It could not be found
fault with, therefore, that my friend and I, having
taken our leave (considerably helped, no doubt, by
the exhilirating champagne), should have thrown
our minds back twenty-five centuries, and endea~
voured to portray the times of Necho and Nabopo-
lassar.  We were charmed with the idea that we
had sat, that night, with the true type of the cons
femporaries of those great kings of kings and lords
of lords over Egypt and Assyria.

I do not mean to speak of our host in unmea-
sured terms of approbation. As an Oriental, he was
narrow-minded, and probably fanatic; further, he
was ostentations and pharisaical.  Having been
reared under & Mahomedan government, le detested
their religion hecause he had come into unaminble
contaet with its professors.  With the high con-
selousness of the unequalled antiquity of his own
faith, he patronized the Christian ags only one re=
move from himself, for were not his prophets our
prophets—his Bible our Bible ? and did we not owe
this to him? He might not agree with facile
Josephus in saying, “ Let no one blaspheme those
gods which other cities esteem as such, nor may
any one steal what belongs fo the strange temples,
nor take away the gifts that are dedicated to any
god.”  The allurements of commerce brought him
in contact with the cosmopolitan merchants of Sin-
gapore, and so he may have had some of his native
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antipathies rubbed off. But this would influence
him only so far. Though he explained that a
Christian could dine with him, he wus careful to
remark that he could not dine with a Christian ;
and so our social interconrse ended.  For once, his
company was inferesting; but as it eould not be
repeated on equal terms, T only this time broke
bread with Abraluwm Solomen the Jew of Bagdad.

FoSie e AU A Aneedital Histors of Ol T an Singopore
Ly G B Bkl T porin of
20 The e was endior Abrahane P or his vosnger
brother, dames Bt Logans were praising oy in Sizaqpone
and Feo 144 w0 1844 Shrabunn sl honse witle Ulionson
wl

Jasvies abletr ool thinn for oty




CHAPTER XLIV.
THE BURASIAN FAMILY.

I will he a matter of interest to see hiow the social
system works amongst the deseendants of the DBri-
tish in the Far East, and to gratify such euriosity I
shall deseribe my impressions while T boarded i
the house of a family of Anglo-Indians, now gene-
rally known as Eurasians.  That no confid may
be broken I shall not indieate the Settlement.  The
house may have been in any of the three in the
Straits of Malacea.  But it is needless even to men-
tHon this, for a quarter of a century has not left a
single member of that family a surviver,  Alas! all
are gone hence.

The head of the family was of mixed race, hut
cducated in Burope.  His wife was of pure Drifish
blood, but was reaved and educated in India.  The
husband had children before his marriage by native
women 3 Lis wife had been married before, and had
childven by both her lusbands, Al lived together
i great amity in the sume house.  Some of the
childven were as dark as Hindoos, others as fair as
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Swedes ; but there w;
admitted to be correct on all sides, that the fair
ones went ont to evening parties, while the dark
ones stayed at home.  The fair ones were expected
to take a leading part, and so were attentively edu-
cated ; the dark ones were intended for more hum-
ble usage, and so had little spirit in them. Such
were the arrangements that a happy Eurasian
family fell into, without involving dispute or dis-
agrecement.  The wife was a daughter of a Pro-
testant missionary who had buried seven wives,
and she had lived to hury more than oue hushand.
She was a bnsy, scolding, merry being, proud of her
pure blood, und devotedly respected by all her
household, if we may except the white children,
who were somewhat wayward and unruly,

Amongst the rest, the husband, poor man ! would

sometimes get his seolding, which he would bear
in silence 4ill his hefter half was ont of hearing ;
then he wonld call his dark ehildren fogethor
araund him—for there was close sympathy hetween
Lim and them—and then he would give
injured feelings, mubtering complaints ag

¢ to his

nst his

own father, who fell into the disapgrecable mistake
which made lim, his son, of coloured complexion ;
nor did he seem {o be aware ol his own mistakes in
the children now before him.

The wife, though of pure Euvapean blood, had
more of the native in her than had her hushand.
She talked loud, and makiad (used abusive limguage)
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with great gusto in the Malayan language ; and, in
so doing, she would use expressions whieh modesty
should have tanght her to avoid. In this respect,
while scolding her native servants, the freedom and
license she used was most astonishing, This was
the effect of her Oriental rearing, no defect of mo-
rality on her part. Tt is a habit unconseiously
derived from the natives, who speak more plainly
on sueh subjects than is allowed in English conver-
sation. Indeed T could not write the words that
escaped the lips of our hostess. When she spoke
English, her conversation was always marked by
due propriety.

The family was a large one, and the honse was a
merry one, The young Hurasian ladies of the neigh-
houring honses would frequently step in during the
evenings, when the piano would be had in requisi-
tion to accompany the song or the dance. On these
occasions the strictest propriety was maintained;
and T cannot recall to memory the slightest breath of
seandal connected with any of the gentler sex, who
illuminated these gay happy meetings with their
joyous and virtuous presence. Had T not had
strong home instinets, I conld have found a partner
there; but it was not to be. Many of the young
ladies were aceomplished pianists and singers, so the
hours sped fast on these occasions. Tt was generally
after twelve or one, before these meetings hroke up,
and pleasant were the moonlight walks while escort=
ing them safely to their homes.
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All earthly things have their alloy, and so had
this house.  The family having been long settled in
the country, held slaves prior to the abolition of
slavery in the British dominions.  Some of the
slaves still clung to the family. One of them, an
old woman, had a young danghter, who served in
the house as aye (nursemaid) ; now as she became
nmrrmgml»h- the lady of the house began to think
of danger to her elder soms, and the old slave
woman began to think of the ady: o of ereating
a connection with Ler mistre This
would he a source of gain to herself, and give her
ease and comfort for life.  Ilere were conflicting

opinions with a vengeance, Suspicions, at first
only sy

ing themselves, at length became appa-
rent, so the ayak had to be got rid of by marriage
to one of Ler own kindred as fast as possible. A
committee of old ladics was held on the sulijeet, and
Menga was told of her desting.  But, to the horror
of the mammas, Menga stoutly gave them fo un-
derstand that she would fake no one hut the white
L Ty as they liked, she would
have nothing to do with an erany e (black mein).
T relate these things with no idle object, but with
the view of clearly illustrating the fragile ground on
which families of Iuropeans in the East maintain
their purity of ovigin.  Climate weakens theiv ener-
gies;and deteriorates their moval powers, which are the
real foundations of their great influenee.  The eold,
wvirtuous, Anglo-Sawon habits, ave, by incrorable nature,

son of ler mistr
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too surely replaced by self-indulgent patriarchal fen-
deneies.

I recollect once meeting with an intelligent
Duteh civiliam, of great experience in the govern-
ment of the Netherlands India. He assured me that
a great grandehild of pure European blood, was not
known in the wide extent of the Duteh possessions
and, further, that it was the opinion of the medical
faculty, that pure Blood could not be propagated
there. This so much agreed with my own limited
observutions, that I was strongly impressed with
the curions physiological fact at the time. This
question has bearings so intimate on what will be
one of the leading questions in the British Indian
empire, that T make no apology fur introducing it

here.




CHAPTETR XLV,
THIE DELITT MOONSIEE,

Buixe anxious fo learn the Hindostanee Language,

was referred, by my Parsee fiiend, Framjee So

to a tall, gaunt-looking man, with

aaged his

and long white Howing robes, and e <
viees accordingly.  Golab Hussain hail Deen got rid
of by the government of Upper India, under the
pretest of
years out before T made his acquaintance.  He was

lition ; and he had served hLis soven

as different from a Malay, as chalk is from cheese.
Exceedingly deferential, a smile never lighted up his
prominent features. Hall an hour was always plenty
of time for making friends with a Malay, or at least
for knowing lim,—a twelvemontly 1 d over and
I may say I w far from the Delhi moonshee's
confidence as ever.

He spoke little of himself; but things cozed out
at times, which led me to believe that he had, at
one time, taken an active political part in his native
land. He was o Mahomedan, with Hindoo instinets,
In this respect he was not uilike an English Bengal
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civilian of old standing. e had been a handsome
ws now plonghed his face,

man, bul careworn furr
yet an eagle black eye still gave vitality to it
With the eringing servile habits of indostan, he
left Lis shoes at the bottom of the stairs, and walked
over the rough mats on his bare feet. A leprous
affeetion marked his skin with white spots.  Let us
see what his mind was.

Tt took days to obtain an idea of this ; but, after
the tedium of the daily task was over, the light
topies of the day were generally discussed, and
then was the time to study my instructor.  He was
well aequainfed with the names and actions of all
the leading men amongst the English in India, from
Clive downwards, and he was posted up particularly
in all their shorteomings. Thus it may be surmised
that, while he ucknowledged them to be burra
bahadoors (great warriors), he had no high opinion
of their general morality. Of Lord Teignmouth, he
used frequently to relate, with a sneer, how that
gentleman endeavoured fo expunge the most com-
mon term out of the Hindostance language. It
was Mat shore kwrro (be silent), o mostuseful expres-
sion amongst the gabbling Bengalese. Now * Shore”
was Lord Teignmouth's family name, and the con-
stant vociferation of it in every court, lane, and
street, annoyed him much. 8o shore had to be
altered to gurberak in his presence.

Ha related much the same story about a civilian
called Patullo, Now patullo is a favourite vegetable
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constantly hawked about the streets. This an-
noyed the great man so mueh, that he ine reerated,
whipped, and fined the natives till they learned to
call the vegetable sayer. This no doubt would hold
good till a relative of Tom Sayers came, when the
name would have to be altered again.  So mueh for
the littlenesses of great Englishmen,

Apparently the hanger-on of some large English
garrison of Upper Tndia, he was well nequainted
with the hackstair movements of their households,
and he fook much delight in d
jeek. The extent of intrigue, immorality, and licen-
tiousness which he disclosed, astonished me. The
names of the parties he made no diffienlty in dis-
closing to me, but delicacy would be offended, and

ating on this sub-

no good attained, by praceeding further into this
subject. Tt was evident that he had a grossly false
estimate of my countrywomen; so, with morbid
taste, he enlarged on one or two wnhappy oceur-
rences of noforiety 3 and, with a juundiced and pre-
Judiced view, he was unable to appreciate the virtue
of the thousand. To the fmpure, all things ave
impure, and it would have been impossible for him
fo have jndged otherwise.  So much for the Delhi
moonshee’s estimate of the morality of the English
women.

One night T saw the moonshee was very uno
about something ; and, affer several inquiries,
length persuaded Lim to explain his frouble.  With

many cirenmlocutions, Tie at length narrated his

s
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fears about refurning home in the dark. “For,”
gaid he, “I ask a thousand pardons, but as the
Company (meaning the Grovernment of the Honour-
able Bast India Company) are in want of heads to put
helow the church tower (St. Andrew’s), I am afraid
to go home by myself.” T laughed, and reasoned,
but, seemingly, with very little effect; for he still
contended that natives had gone amissing ; and fur-
ther, that he himself had seen the bundwran (nitive
convicts) chasing some Malay, with the great sticks
that they felled the dogs with, and everybody said
it was for the sake of their heads, which asre wunted
for the church tower.

“Nonsense, monshee,” said L. How can you
think such a thing of the English Government ?”

“0Oh,” said he, “ 8ir, a thousand heads are required
for the spirit to whom the church is dedicated, and
they must have them to keep him in good lumour.”

Such was the moonshee's idea of the mildness and
paternal love of Christianity ; and it was o most
common idea amongst the natives of all elasses.

e was the viclim of rumours, and they had a
great cffect on his mind.  One night he came in
great tribulation abont the flaod that was to take
place. 16 had been predicted by some fikeer of his
aequaintance, and was soon to oveur.  The whole
town was to be swamped by a huge wave, and this
inly within a few days; but with the :)pnthy
ropieal natives, the moonshee made no preparas
tions tor the great event,

of
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T Dave said the moonshee was o Mahomedan,
and T may add that he hated Pagans with a zest,
Towards the Chinese he had a very deep ablior-
vence, which was purticalarly amusing. T was
astounded at his revelations vegurding the Chinese,
and thankful that at least there were warse people
than the English in this great earth of many na-
tions, tongues, and kindreds.

In Hogarth's pictorial histories much that is dis-
gusting is portrayed, but they are nothing to what
the Delhi moonshee did suggest that night.  Such
were his views with regard to mankind. How
typical of his own mind !

Now why should T relate these things? Simply
to show that there was a foundation lnid—long, long
laid in the native mind—for the events of 1856, the
materials of which consisted of Aideous calumnivs, infir-
mous imaginations, blind projudices, rancorins hatred,
These were all stored up under the mild obsequions
garhy of the Delli moonshee and his congeners, and
ready fo burst forth with spasmodie energy on uny
given oceasion.  (There is great fevocity under the
smooth skin of the Bengal figer.) "Tis thus that T
account for the barbarous heart-rending massacre of
the innocent, pure, faithful ladies at Cawnpore, and
the horrid atrocities that were enacted in other
parts,




CHAPTER XLVI
THE SERENADE,

I was a great relief from the every-day business of
Tifis to get away from Singapore oceasionally, and
this I did as often as I liad apportunity. A sail in
the caln Straits is at all times refreshing, and with
a comfortable cabin and merry boat's erew, the time
was pleasantly beguiled.  On this cecasion I was in
a small lagger, with ten or twelve Javanese sailors,
communded by a Javanese juragon,  The wind had
failed us, so we anchored ofl’ the large red clifls in
the evening toawait the return of tide,  The night
was ong of the many calm starry nights which pres
cede the setting in of the south-west monsoon. The
water was as calm as glass, and not a “cat’s-paw ™
could be detected on the surface. T laid myself down
on my Siamese mat, and had been sleeping for some:
time, when T dreamt of sweet sounds, so soothing to
the yearning mind. These sounds became
dually more apparent, and I found mysel awak
1 listened with renewed curiosity, and surely enough
the distant yet sonorous echoes of a Javanese b nd
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fell on the ear.  So distant did the music appear
that 1 £
but this could not be, as we were full two miles
from the land. T listened againg there were the
metallic nofes of the gambilung clicking up and
down from bass to tenor. The full sonorous notes
of the gong struck in at times, and the twmtom was
beaten quickly and vigorously. Could there be a
musical box on board?  No, that could not be, for
no musical boxes play Javanese tunes, T listened

cied the sounds must come from the shore ;

now with eagerness, clarmed with the unexpeeted
treat. I lay some time, and the musie ceased, but
only to renew its solt soothing charms. At length,
roused to satiate my curiosity, [ erept out from
below the awning, and, to my astonishment, there
was the old juragou and his whole cvew squatted
round a blazing lamp, deawing up and contorting

their mouths in all possible and ludicrous shapes ;
nor was my astonishment abated when 1 chgerved
that the music that so charmed me ewanated from
these same wouths. 1 laughed outright at the
clever mimicry, This put a stop to the entertain-
ment, for the whole erew disappeared, as it hy magic,
into the various nooks of the lugger.

The Javanese have o naturally full-toned sonorous
voice, which is well adapted for imitating their own
native instruments ; and T afterwards learned that
the native juragon, or captain, was i play actor by
profession, and that most of his erew followed the
same calling.  Thus they had been accustomed to
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beguile their long night watehes by mimie concerts,
sueh as that which had awakened wme, and which
Thad kept me so Jong in w state of charmed hewilder-
ment.

"This scene has always heen remembered as one
of the happy episodes of my long sojourn in the
Far Bast,




CHAPTER XLVIL
CAPITAN DONKER.

Carrray DoNker, known to the natives as < Juragon
was of Dutelr descent, a scion of the Ma-

nobility, I was so fortunate as to muke this
great man's dequaintance on boand the gunboat

No. —, which was commanded by hine She was o
vessel ol twenty-seven tons Dburden, carvied two
carronades and twenty-seven fighting Malays,  The

capitan was a man of portly appearance, hrave

an alligator, even though he was enter
munificent masters, the Honourable Last India
Compuny, with the handsome pay of filty rupees
(/. sterling) a month, rice and salt-lish included.

ined by his

He was a man caleulated to uphold the dignity of
the Straits Government amongst the native traders,
for whose protection he eruised about the famous
headland called Point Romania;' not that the na-
tive traders were over-anxious of being overhauled,
whether for concealed arms, or for sugar, and cocoa~
nuts, as these latter were sure to assist the Honour-
able Company's allowance in some shape or another.
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Failing the native trade, the capitan was @ man
s to make Dis salury keep

elever at devising p A
his soul wiihin his shirt. Thus, having {wenty-
seven men ab his command, there was no reason
why they should e idle, so what they could not
catel from man, they could cateh from the sea.  The
rocks were clean and dry, and a fishing establish-
ment was soon extemporized near either the Diana
tove,2or Labuan Puliang.  These were the capitan's
favourite retveats, for here his gunboat could lie as
quictly as in o millpond.  No rocking or fossing
Tiere to disturh the capitan's slumbers in the small
lours of the moming; and Jiere also were the bays
full of vave fish, such os the suangan, tingiri, or
banah,  The crew would relieve each other in
these pursuits till the capitan had filled the gun-
Loat’s hold, when off he would hie to mike & ready
pove. His
absence was scarcely regretted by the nutive trade;
and cspecially by the Pahang Dhoats, bringing fat
fowls and turtle exes 1o market, for hoth of which
the capitan had a peculiar foudness, well known to:
the native traders.

The capitan was an uncovenanted servant, wh
accounted for the liberal manner in which he w
treated by his honourable masters, But this sul
was beneath the capitan’s notice, sceing that
Tiad such ready tact to tuke advantage of all ¢o
tingeneies. I think T now see him sitting on
alter deck, leaning against his useful gun, &

and profi aars of Si
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nighteap on his Tiead, and a pair of dr

pether man,—his sole and cool man-of-wi
Pherve he sits on the deck, tailor fashion, with lirge
plates: of Doilud rice before him, curried fish and
fowl, no end of condiments, supplied to his cabin
by his eold grandmother of Bunda Bliar.  The
capitan’s conseience was an easy one, so lis appetite
was good, A native of the comtry, he had not
the European’s forment (dyspepsia) to mar his en-

Joyment.  His appetite was great, and his bliss
supreme, when it was over a great dinner in one of
the quict bights near Point Romamia.

: But T had almost forgotten to do the eapitan full

Justice.  The capitan was paid to put down piracy

in his eruising-ground, and lieve his services shone
ately
pulled by sweeps,

conspicuously. The pirates kept elear of his

nspiring  spitiire. 14w

could then proceed ab one knot per hour, while
the piratical boats pulled at the rate of five, Whe-
ther or not this was a humane avrangement on the
part of the Bast India Company, to save their fight-
ing servants from bloodshed, Traust leave the heads
of the Marine department to s er; but certain it
ds that it was an arangement of which Bright, Cob-
den, and Co. woull higlly approve, as it was very
favourable to their pets, the Malay pirates.  Under
the above circumstances, when the capitan met in
with pirates, they used to ask him to pull hard, and
ey might take pity on him.  On such occasions
Was amusing to see the capitan’s fury; he would
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vigee, bellow, and swear, and shake his fist at his

swortenemies. s highest ambitionwas to eatel
pirates, and his most strenuous endeavours were
made to get them hanged, for they disturbed lLis
vest ab might 3 they intevfered with his fishing pur-
suits; they buzzed about him like sand-flies ;- in
fact, on all sides they tormented what would have
been as peaceful a life as is vouchsafed to human
nature, for Congalton had already cleared the seas
of the Hlanoons.

T recolleet one oceasion on which the commo-
dore was favoured with a glorious nibble at a pirate.
He was anchored in Labuan Pahang, and, with the
capitan's permission, some of the erew had landed
in the hight tosewrch for shell-fish 5 when one of the
Lascurs came in a terrible fright, erying perompah !
perompal! They were into the sampan in u jiffy,
and fled ignominiously to the ganboat. The capi-
tan’s great experience detected something wrong,
s0 he up anchor and bore down for the bight, loaded
lis guns, and cleared deck for action. When the
Lascars arrived, the cause was explained in breathless
haste. A real Gullang pirate prow, with thirteen
men, was lying concealed behind the rocks. The
capitan displayed all the traits of a great com-
mander. Girding on his rusty sword and holster
pistols, he leaped into the sampan, followed by his
crew, till the water reached the gunwale, and pulled
for the shore under the cover of the guns of his
vessel.  On touching the shore, all leaped out and
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ran most manfully to the enconnter,  Alas! how
seldom does bravery meet its opportunities!  The
birds had flown into the muzes of the impervious
jungle, leaving their old weather-worn prow, some
Simmnese vice and old mats, as o traphy to the gallant
back to Singapore and display to
I will not
liberal—masters.  Such is life. The capitan’

capitan, to carry

the admiring view of his honourable y
fell
on barren ground 3 his great decds bore little fruit.

etion, 48 well

Capitan Donker was @ man of dis

as valonr,  Tis sagacity foresaw that something

mnst bie done for the money his honowrable masters
laid out in maintaining his ship and evew. His
honourable masters must be convineed of his devo-
tion to the s
adopt a most ingenious plan, well worthy of the

vice ; and his diseretion led him to

highest approbation. This thing must be done—
pirates must be canght, occasionally 3 and how to
do it withoat risk to body and limbsi—there was
the rub!  Capitan Donker was equal to the o

sion. His innate sagacity suggested a plan which,
1 am sure, will stamp him as a hero, not even sur-
passed by Sir John, of merry memory.

Capitan Donker maintained one or two Gallang
men amongst his crew, sworn to lead their chief
into no serape, and to get him out of them if ill-
lnck would have it notwithstanding.  Che Moosa,
his favourite Gallang pirate, was a pet on board,
treated to all the dainties. and allowed to sit aft
and amuse his master i the dull evenings.  Che
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Moosa was an old pirate, and, by freaks of fortune,
Malacea

i higher estimation than the lone;

Ml who composed the crews for was he not
lere ostensibly to point out the haunts of the
virates, and thos to open'a voud for distinetion: to
1is commander ?

So it was on landing that day, Che Moosa far
sutstripped the eapitan and all his erew.  Brandish-
ng his cutluss most manfully, he made alone for the

iomcealed sea-robbers ; well-known siguals passed ;
md the bund dispersed into the bush,  The boat
vas thus taken without resistance, and the gallant
apitan magnanimously sheathed his sword, lannehed
he prize, and returned to head-quarters to velate
s vietories, and fo aceept the honours due to his
levotion to the publi

And what became of the prize?  This was easily
nanaged. 16 was put up o auction for the benefis
il the Honourable Bast India Company, and hought
n by Che Moosa for a mere song ; and further, it
vas paid for from the proceeds of cured fish and
ahang turtle-eggs, benevolently supplied by the
pitan.  The pirate boat was then duly returned
o the owners, who, having made their way to Pun-
rerung, arrived at Singapore as soon as the gun-
bout.

T Naw spedt Ramoion, the snuthevist tipaof Poninsular Malaysie.
2. N ey Capain Cotigafion's vessel 1l Diaiit




CHAPTER XLVIII.
GOVERNOR BUTTERWOR T

My “Glimpses of Life in the Far Fast,” T fecl,
would be incomplete were I to

s unnotieed the
above official, who held the reins of government for
S0 many

vears, during which T sojourned in these

regions,  In some private letters of Sir Jumes
Brooke, which waore unexpectedly published to the
ial was dubbed Butter-pot the
Great—a sobriquet which appeared to the general

world, the above ofti

public so apt, that hie became better known by it
than by his real name.

Butterworth afforded sather an cceentri
minent example of an st Tndia Compan
as he was imbued with many of the we
which a monopoly of power and honour ure to
foster in human pature. When the E India
Company lost their trade monopoly, they clung the
more desperately to their governmental monopoly.
Thus all pusition, honour, or emoluments were held
as solely and wholly belonging to the “ Serviee *—
that is, to the young men appointed at the India

and pro-

official,

Knpsses
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IMouse, in Leadenhall Strect, The consequence was,
that not only was the choice of public servants
drawn from a very lhnited eir
absence of apposition in the Tudian career spoilt
these public servants.  They were placed above the
public; they were made secure in their fortunes
and pensions, and so Lnd no spur to urge them to
exertion or emulation, or to thorough attention to
their various duaties. The real duties generally
devolved on free and badly-paid Englishmen, who
were termed “uncovenanted ;" and it was fortunate
for the public when this was the case, otherwise
the duties and responsibilities were handed over to
cringing natives, who cnriched themselves at their
countrymen’s expense, and to the great disrepute of
the Anglo-Indian Government.

Governor Butterworth was what was termed in
the Fast a havd-working man 3 that is, he sat tena-
ciously in his office-chair from ten to four duily. He
wrote long letters to the Bengal Government ; and
was useful so far as his abilities carried him. Ina
country like India, muclof the governmental respon-
sibility is considercd to lie in keeping the natives
quiet, and the Europeans in good humour. The
Straits Government was a sinecure, in the real sense
of the term; for, although in the centre of com-
merce, it was far separate and divided from any
powerful Asiatic nations with whom complications
might arise. Thus, while great events were going
on in Burmah, China, Java, and Cochin-China, no-

e, but the complete
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thing whatever was going on in the sparsely popu-
lated Malay peninsula or Sumatra. The Government
of the Straits was actually of very small importance ;
so the Government of Indin came to the conclusion
that any one would do for it.  Hence Buttorworth,
of the
al state of
the Par Bast, was appointed governor—and that
over two eminently qualified civilians, Blundell and

without any knowledge of the Tangu

natives, or the remotest idea of the polit

Chureh, whose claim (seniority) was considered, up
to this time, unquestionable.

Church, as the senior, according to practice should
have succeeded Sir Gieorge Bonhams. but unfortu-
nately for him, as was currently reported, Sir er-
bert Maddock had found out that he did not give ool
dinmers.  This difficulty was felt to b insurmount-
able.  Then Blundell
ciently subservient when employed as Commissioner
of Tenassering, so he could not be thought of. Other-

wise he was well qualified, having always beenin the

s the next, had not been sufli-

habit of giving gooddinners.  The eminent s; ity

and great experience of these two high civil servants
had no weight ; so Butterworth was thought of hy
Lord Ellenborough,” who accidentally met lim at
the Cape of Good Hope. Butterworth's good for-
tune was asoribed by the publie, parily to Lord
Ellenborough’s penchant for vod coats, partly to his
and humble toadyi
ions, the Bengal Govorn-
ment were aware of Butterworth’s divmer-giving

adwiration of portly figures

Above all other considern
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propensities.  The members of council, one and all,
declared that the best road to men's hearts was
through the stonaeh—a sentiment most profound.
This earried the day, and Colonel Butterworth was
appointed Governar of the Straifs Settlements.

I may now proceed with my portrait.  Go-
vernor Dutterworth was a  good-looking  man,
upright in carriage, punctilions in manners, com-
manding in address. A large scar on his femple
might have been a telwar (sword) wound, but the
Menatured said it was owing to o nursery-maid’s
negligenee.  To end surmises, a carefully preserved
military coat was shown as a proof of bravery
seldom to be exceeded. A hole in that coat was
pointed out to the astonished gaze: still envy sug-
gosted a remark that the hole was in the tail.

Advanced to the chirge of the Straits Settle-
ments, Governor Butterworth sheathed his sword
for a statesman’s port(olio. 1Tewas anyious to com-
pose the differences of his subjects ; and, fortunately
for him, he had an able adviser in Thomas Chureh,
who would rather have Batterworth governor than
his rival Blundell.  The intricacies of Chinese land
disputes  fivst engaged  Dutterworth’s aftention.
True, legally, he had no vight to adjudicate in these
matters, as the causes should have gone to Her
Majesty’s Court of Judicature but it served the

purpose of pufting him into his saddle, and giving
a virgin taste of power. He would puzzle himself
in trying to unravel the intricacies ol these disputes,
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even though he did not understand a single word
uttered by the disputants, nor could he follow a
single argument advanced.  However, he always
came to a verdich satisfactory to himself, which nsed
to run to this effect, that Kimying's eouse com-
meneed i a maze of doudt, and endid in a labyrinth
of wncertainty.”  The inquiring, woe-hegone,

neres
ston of the Kimyings on such oeea-
sions was Iudicrous to the bystander, however

dulous expre

ruinous to the individual the verdiet might he.

had  his
troubles, such as they were.  One cause of troulle
and anxiety to him was an old Seoteh merehant,
whom, for the sake of perspicuity, T shall eall Cral-
wineh.* "Tliis merchant was rich, but vadieal in his
so he was Diglily popular
and powerful.  Butterworth lad consequently great

Butferworth, with all his pomposity

polities and tendencies

respeet for old Crabwinel s but mln\nn,]\ wonld
not eondescend to call on his henonr, so w0 aequaint-
ance conld be arrived at. Ol Crabwineh swaryed
the European mind throngl the Cliamber of Com-
merce, and the native mind throngh Fomungong, or
native ehief; thus, if respeeted by the Fast Tnidia Com-
il

i

samie time fear
Old Crabwinely drove fine chaviots and horses
to the celipsing of Governor Butterworth's,  And
often did the two great men prance past each oflier

pany’s high official, he was at the

on the evening parade; but old Crabwinel was

abdurate.  He believed all men to e equal, so

passed Butterworth without seciug him.  This
i



27 LIFI TN THE FAR EAST.

independence raised the imaginary power of old
Crabwineh even the more.  How often were coun-
sels held to win his smiles and countenance!  Tor,
were hie gained, all the Jittle presidency would bead
the neck.

01d Crabwineh was wot approachable, by fair
means or foul, This rigidity was not to be borne.
The magnanimous Bufterworth, duly considering
the great interests in his hands, felt that. abasement
must be personally borne rather than the non-
attainment of old Crabwineh'’s patronage.  So, with
an abrogation of self, hie at last Tumbly took oft his
hat to the burly old Crabwinch, when passing in
his ehariots and thus he seenred the long coveted
friendship!  Old Crabwineh was a vain man; he
was also a greedy Scotehman, who eared for nothing
but his own interests, and quickly was his con-
deseension turned to nccomnt.  He got a grant of
Tulo—for next to nothing, and sold it soon after-
wards for 5007 profit.  Ab, areedy, radical old
Crabwineh !

One of Butterworth's greatest loves, was the
love of his profession.  He was constant in the
enuneiation of this: imdeed, so much did he Jive in
this his love, {hat he divided all mankind into
captains: ensigns, sergeants, corporals, and

colonels.

privates. No pn\alo gentleman, in his estimation,
had any rnk in society.  The wealthy merchant’s
lady ranked only as the wife of a sergeant-major, &

clerk’s as a corporal’s, mnd o tradesman’s as a pri=
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vate's.  Wealth, birth, or learning, had no status
under his government.  The Emperor of all the
Russias could not have more starched ideas on these
subjects than had Butter-pot {he Great. s ex-

tractivn, it is true, was from behind the counter ;

yet, with wonderful consistency, he drew a rigid line
between fradesmen and gentlemen of no trade.
The Lord Mayor of London himself, ift he were a
shopkeeper, could not haye obtained admission {o
the little Singapore Government-House.  Such con-
tumination could not have been borne.  True, But-
terworth himself was the son of « shu]ykehl)\.r but,
by entry into the “closed service,” an immaculate
virtue had been uequired, which expunged all
odour of “low caste™ or ungenteel concomitants,

Wonderful are the incongruities of human nature !
I well recollect buying a sixpenny book from the
aproned brother ol one of the great Butterworth's
darling military friends !

As is the ease with all despotic potentates, But-
terworth was fond of sumptuous engineering works,
which he erected for the same useful ends as the
pyramid of Cheops, and by this e satisfied three
Purposes.

Ist. He got a lucrative appointment created for
Lis brother-in-law. ”

2nd. This was a handsome man in gorgeous regi-
mentals, so Le added not a little to a mean military
staff,

3rd. He got his name writfen on metal tablets

72
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numerously ordered from Porto Novo, to fix against
all his brother-in-law's: ereetions.

Thus the Ellenborough mavket rose out of the
swamps in lonely groatness, to record a friendship
deemed by Butterworth illustrious, There it may
yet be standing, with its fogged back, and its two
cnds, bowing to the ground as il in respect to its
founder, and bearing abundant testimony to the

ngineering skill ; but often were

brother-in-law's
inquiries made as fo its probable use.  Next rose
the DButterworth ghaut, a ewrious invention of
stuceo Tonie pillars, which, when complete, led the
witty little editor of the Straits Times to com=
pare them to dranken policemen supporting each
other from falling, Then rose—or ruther sank—
the pons asinorwn, at the Rochor, a canse of Tear and
trembling to the Achecn ponies, and many sighs
from 'I'reasurer Church.

Governor Butterwortl sat daily in state to receive
the adulations of great strangers, passing to and
fro, from all corners of the earth. 1 think 1 see the
superfine hlue surtout, so uncomfortable to wear, yet
borne, for the sake of example to the governed ; and
well do I recolleet the high pomp and cireumstan
that ravished the visitor's sight as he appronched the:
portals of the Governor's office | These were gurd
by sumptuously clothed Indians, bearing silver
clubs, on whose tops were savage lions’ heads
With all his forced dignity, it must be admitt
that Bufterworth had not the refined perception ¢
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the true gontleman. Thus he was oceasionally
deceived in the position of his callers.  One day, a
stout person, dressed in full black, having 2 ma
pinchbeck chain hanging to his waistcoat pocket,

Vi

presented himself at the Governor's office door. Tis
card was delivered by the piada (footman) ; it was a
foreign one, and he was instantly admitted. The
fore
Butterworth's most profound

mer's portly appearance: communded at onece
speet; there seemed

- to be an intuitive attraction hetween equals. Butter-
worth rose from his se
hands, leading him at the same time to the seat of
honour. The foreigner sepmed nobly condescending,
he possessed . charming and amiable hunility,

at and clasped the stranger's

which appeared to the Governor the beau ideal of
greatness.  The stranger’s accent was intevostingly
foreign, and nothing less than a German prince, or
at least a baron, suggested itsell,

DButterworth was all smiles and courtesy, and,
with due attention to the foreigner’s words, he
waited the development of the distinguished man’s
mission. At length, “Sar,” said he, “T am de
‘great magi
trick dut
o dance on do tightrape, and all de young men be
fond to scol”
raised Lis eyehrows and dilated his cyes with an
expression ol horror mingled with
mddered involuntarily.  The magician, coutinu-
g, came to the objeet of his mission—the Gover-

ian vob trabels all ober de varld to make

vprise de peoples, and T keep two wirls dat

At this announcement Buiterworth

wrprise, aud
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nor's patronage. But the inferview was now
serious.  Butterworth gave a gasp; the magician
ran for water, and the piadas rushed in. The poor
magician was instantly laid hold of and pushed out
of the offica.

T presume caste institutions do not exist in Ger-
niany as they did amongst the Hindooised English
officials,  The foreigner had  ventured near the
great man in ignorance of Anglo-Indian official
routine.

Butterworth, like all pompous men of pleheian
origin, was very vain. He had no children, yet
wished to helong a while longer to this world. A
full-length portrait of himself would perpetuate the
image of what had once been powerful in little
things, important in small circles. He aspired to
have this, and it was to be placed in the town-hall.
This was his night and day thought.  To this end
he latterly gave many dinners, balls, and suppers to
her Majesty’s subjects ; and though 1 had left the
Straits before he departed, T Delieve that the latber
part of lis rule was very popular by the above
means, and that his darling wish was attained.

e is now dead and gone, then Reguiescat in
pace! say Lo T have a system to illustrate, and T
thought his portrait a charaeteristic one. The
Bengal sepoy was at that time thonglit to be faith-
ful the Indian civil servants thought  highly of
tlhiemselves : thus they sab in overweening confi-
ze. Wags, puppets, and

dence of their great presti
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incompetents were, af that fime, thought to he good
enough for high places, i they only had this essen-
tial—a papa or uncle in the Directory. The Eu-
ropean  mereantile community cared little  abonf
local polities, so long as they were not disturbed.
They had no permanent interest in the plice, they
Tooked only to temporary rvesidence, so they were
leept in good humour by tritles. A plum-pudding
policy was all that was necessary to apply o them
to gain their confidence and good will.  Fortu-
nately the subject of my present sketeh attended to
this material point, and succeeded, i the end, not-
withstanding all his failings; the result of a more
than ordinary development of vanity and pom-
posity,

1 Caboriel Willian Jolin Buttens tril sas Gasrmor of (e Sirsits
Serles 1 from 184 il 18
2. Ealmnd Blundell scevaded Burvewaorl o Governor in 1455

3 Lurd Fllenborough wies o Governor-Generad of bidia 18414

4. Donsld Disvies in O Peruang 19500, (i AL idvanities Uraby
witneh s WUEAL R swel) known aned promminent eitzen of vy
Singapore

50 Whis s Capinin 1 Nk Fisber who wits appeintedd Super-

interling Engineer 11 Siny




CHAPTER XLIX.
NATIVE BURIAL-GROUNDS,

A ¥ew days will suffice to convince strangers in
Singapore that native burial-grounds are to be met
with in all directions, These are generally much
neglected, and are overgrown with weeds and scrub,
and often are they desecrated by the unsympathising
Christian, Mahomedan, or Pagan, as may be, Roads
are recklessly carried right through the bones of the
original native settlors, and crowded streets now
traverse the sacred places where many of the Singa-
pore primeval worthies are laid in their last homes.
Such sights were often to be seen of fresh human
bones and coflins and humus sticking out of the
sand by the roadsides, warning the fair young
maiden of Western birth what might be her fate;
were she laid in this land of apathy and regardless-
ness. But the ponies are swift, as ler carriage
drives past, and there is no time for thought.

T'he Malays seek out sand ridges or permatangs
in which to bury their dead. The Chinese look out
for round knolls and hill-sides.  The Hindoos burn:
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the bodies, so that nothing may remain of what
was u living soul, having passions, wants, anxieties,
loves, hatreds, bonds and agreements | When neg-
lect and desecration await the bodies of the dead,
may the Hindoo not be right in his disposal of
what was and now is not ?  But let that pass. My
business is now with the native burial-grounds, and
let us go up to a Malay one first—say at Campang
Glam.  Here will be seen numerous grave-marks in
the shape of small ornamental posts or pegs. These
denote the resting-places of the poor, and may
sometimes have the year of the demise marked on
them, but this is but seldom. After a long search,
we may see some Arabie mottoes and sentences
carved on these posts, and here is one that attracts
attention. What is it ? There is a Malay sentence
—this is very uncommon. Let ug see what is the
inseription :  Fatimah mati pada tarehk  sanat,
1218 A short epitaph, this, and intelligible to
very few Europeans, for it is in Jawi characters.
The translation, however, is a simple one, and is to
this effect, that ** Fatimal died in the year of the
Hegira, 1218 And why should Fatimah have this
attention given to her remains, that so fow others
around have obtained ?  The historian knows not.
Fatimah's friends are unknown to him. In the
rapid dissolution of Hastern families, they may be
scattered over the Archipelago—one a slave here, the
other a trader and slave-owner there. But the
inscription is 50 uncommon that we may ponder and
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surmise.  Might not Fatimah hav

with black sparkling eyes, such as only Mulays

been o young grirl

have, Inxurimt glossy bluck Tair, small smooth
features, and  putih luning  (olive) complexion,
which accords sowell with the elimate and tempera-
ment of the Far Bast? Tt is prabable that Fatimah
wis sucly and that an early grve had drawn forth
more sentiment than the habitual listlessness of the
native generully permits.

Dotted lere and there, are the brick enclosures of
the more wealthy natives ; but even here no inserip-
tions are to be seen, and so they are searcely worth
a visit, even if your visit do not bring down on you
fhe wrath of some bigoted Mussulman, as an uncir-
cumeised intruder. At the Kramat! on the Johore
River, which is said to be the hurial-ground of the
ancient kings, even there a single name or date is
not to be detected amongst the many fantastic head-
stones which ornament that secluded and revered
spot.

The Chinese burial-grounds are very numerous,
and cover large arcas. The tombs are the objects
of great attention of the family. The hurial-grounds
are under the surveillance of the heads of the clans
to whom they respectively belong. Thus their
desecration is not so common an event as with the
Malay ones, The Chinese burial-grounds. increase
so fust that Singapore seemed likely to become a
vast Chinese cemetery.  All Chinese families which
can afford it, have large spaces marked off as the
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family depository. These are cither built with brick
or granite, according fo means, and the names of
those buried are written in black, vermilion, or
gold. The burying-grounds of the Chinese are not
places to be shunned, but are the sites for pienies
and family plays. The Jast resting-places of the
father, mother, sister, and brother, are visited with
hilarity, and the feast
of those gone lience may partake thereof. It is the

is spread out that the manes

the vent of a Chinese widow's grief, would Dreak
your hearf, it is so loud, so long, and so pitcons !

widow only who indulges in griel; and to liston to

She hangs over the tomb, and bewuils her loss
in tears and lamentations ; and within a lew yards
may be seen her ehildren, her mother, her Tvothers,
and sisters amusing themselves eating, langhing,
talking, in the midst of perfect enjoyment. The
the conjectures of the mtroding Furo-
pean, whose fivst impulse is to sympathise with the

seene puz:

inconsolable lady, and whose next is to chide the
heartloss relatives.  But {his is better left alone, so
ke turns aside with corious thoughts, and finds, it
he had not found it helore, that the kabits of a people
differ in their genus, and that their manncrs are in-
eaplivable to those who are ot familiar with the lan-
guage and. sootal cconomy.  The stranger does not
know how wmeh to place to real griof, how nuch to

the rules of decorum and restraints of soeicty; hut
certain he may e that the actions of that hercaved

family are: all controlled by the inexorable powers
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of fashion and custorn,  These permeate with their
influence all nations, whom they alternately blind,
constrain, and even torture.  If the indifference dis-
played by the widow's relatives lead the stranger to
suspect that the sounds of her grief are modulated
1o the dictates of fushion and eustom, e will have
learnt nothing new.  For las not the Preacher ex-
claimed three thousand years ago, that *the thing
that hath been. is that which shall by and. that ihich
is done, 1s thet whicl shall be diove © and there is o
new thing under the sun™ ?

LA heramat s acvanlly o sheine: she oyal gl eromd of
Jolsore’s el is sitwated un the baaks of the Jolore River e Kot
. Thonon's painting of this royal Dacial ool i teprodied
in The Thomson Pastings




CHAPTER L.
AN ENGLISID S TAKEN BY CHINESE,
Tur Tnglish ship “E. Walker” was on her voyage
from Flong-Kong to Bombuay, and on board of her
were thirty or forty Chinese conviets who had been

senfenced to be transported from the former
to the latter.  As the Chinese felons behaved
quictly on the voyage down the China Sea, they

o

won the captain’s confidence.  The captain scems to
T
indulgent. In order to gain the captain's entire

ce been a good-natured man, so he was kind and

confidence, the Chinese worked at ship's duty, and
ingratiated themselves the more by transhipping
cargo in the harbour of Singapore. Jf the Fngy
in India have a weakness more glaving than any other,
it is theiv solf-esteem. The captain’s self-esteem led
him to helieve that the villaing had formed a
personal love towards him, and Lo was loud in the
praises of his faithful Chinese convicts, whom e said
he would trust with anything. Ilis friends warned
him of the jeopardy in which his indulgence placed

the ship, cargo, and passengers ; but no good result
came of this timely interference.
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The ship weighed anchor, and sailed out of
Singapore roads with the convicts all safe, and
carrying at the same time several Epglish gentle-
men as passengers; also ane Jady,  And what was
the destination of these Chinese conviets ? It was
to w penal settlement where they would have to

work in irons up to the waist in mud.  They knew
his, but the poor captain was blind in his trust,
and no proper means were taken to sccure lis
dangerous charge.

The ship was only one day out, and at night was
lying beealmed off the Carimon Tslauds, when
suddenly the Chinese conviets rose, and in a few
minutes murdered the captain and his first and
socond officers.  The Bengalese crew took to the
rigging, und remained safe till all was over. The
passengers either bolted their cabin-doors, or jumped
out of the stern windows. The distracted lady
clung to her hushand's neek, and they sat trembling
awaiting their fate. The clamowr was loud, but
not long.  There happened to be one brave English-
man on board, and that was Mr, Gill, the third
officer, He guarded the cabin-door with a cutlass
vigorously and alone. Here he fought the whole
insurgents, who brought picks, boat-hooks, muskets,
and handspikes to bear on the devoted man. He
stood firm and fought like a lion, laying several of
the Chinese at his feet.  But of what avail was one
arm? The hero's blood was drawn freely, and at
length faintness came over him, and he sank covered
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with wounds! Many have died in more noble
spheres, but few more worthily.

The ship was now gained by the insurgents.
They posted parties in all parts to guard themselves
from surprise, and awaited dawn. An acquaintance
of my own, then a young lad, was one of the
passongers, and was one ol those who leapt out of
the cabin windows, and I will now relate is
account of the after transactions.  Finding himsell
in the water, and far from shore, he swam back to
the ship, and regained the rudder ; here, immersed
in the water up to the neck, he Teld on till morning.
He felf that his life was hanging by a hair, and he
held fo that hair.  When it was dawn, finding all
was quict on board, and it being a dead calm, he
swam round to the gangway ladder, and begged for
his life,  This was granted him, and he was hauled
on deck by his Chinese masters,  Half® dead with
cold and terror, he was carvied to the poap, whore

one other passenger, and the Manilla steprsman,

&

were held under guard by the Chinese, armed with
the ship’s pikes and muskets,  These were the sole
Cliristian  survivors excepting the lady, of whom
nothing was known at that fime. Being now
slightly rveassurod, my informant saw that the
blood was being washed off the decks, the hodies
thrown overboard, and the Bingalee Lusears were
now abeying, with the wtimost sowility and rospuet, their
new Chinese masters,  Fasy teansition !

The Chinese now had time to consider their pre-
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Jicament. DBeing still in the track of steam-vessels,
their anxiety seemed to be to get away. But none
knew the direction of China farther than that it lay
north-east, and that Singapore Straits were between
them and their country. Who was to steer them the
conrse?  There were yeb two white men on board,
and, as @ matter of course, the Chinese thought that
they must be navigators; so proceeding fo the
captain’s cabin they bronght up his best suit aof
clothes, and, poinfing to the compass and China
alternately, they signed to the whites their desire
{o he carried back.  They brought the late captain’s
dress to put on the person wha would volunteer
fo take the ship back fo their contry. 1t happened
{hat neither of the whites understood navigat ion, 80
they both pleaded ignorance. The Manilla steers-
man was nest appealed to, but without efloet, as he
was alsa ignorant of the water, excepting by the
Straits of Singapore, and he was wot to be
thonght of.

At length one of the Chinese themselves was
clected eaptain for the day. 8o hie donmed the Bng=
lish captain’s clothes for that single day, resigning
fhem nest morning to another Chinese chosen in his
place, and so on. A breeze sprung up by 10 A.Ms,
and the Munilla steersman was ovdered to put the:
ship’s head south towards the Strits of Darien-
The Lascars, goaded by their fears, ﬂue\'geﬁeﬂny
trimmed the sails. The Furopean passengers wWert
confined to their cabins, and thus several days
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nights passed. The whites were fed, but treated
with distrust. The Chinese oceupied the cabin and
roundhouse.  The Lasears were kept forward.
What was to be the upshot no one could tell, but it
was surmised that, on the coast of China being
reached, all would be murdercd, and that the ship
would be scuttled. Hope flickered, and the heart
palpitated. The end came sooner than was ex-
pected; for during the forenoon, in fine weather, a
shock was felt that made every one in the ship leap.
She had grounded on a shoal, she then began to
leak, filled with water, and so stuck immovably fast.
Land was about a league off, and the smoke showed
it was inhabited; the boats were launched, and the
Chinese made for the shore.  On their landing they
- encountered Malays; and the Malay chief, having
suspicion that all was not right, surrounded the
Chinese, and secured them. He next sent his

retainers off' to the vessel, and brought on shore the
European passengers and crew, and with the rest the
lady.

The land turned out to be a group of islands
called the Natunas, distant two days’ suil east from
Singapore. The shipwrecked wore taken to the
house of the chief and hospitably entertained, while
& hoat was despatehed with intelligence of the wreck
and capture to the authorities at Singapore.

My old friend Captain Congalton was sent with his

beamer to the relief of the passengers and erew, and

0 to take charge of the escaped conviets. Tt was
-
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a mission on which his tme British heart found
genial scope.  Ilis thorough knowledge of the
Malays enabled him to open correspondence of the
most friendly nature with the islanders.  His
hospitality charmed and revived the spirits of the
shipwrecked.  As for the Chinese convicts, he put,
them in irons, and stowed them safely in his coal
bunkers.

Captain  Congalton, as a gallmt man and a
bachelor, was solicitons about the treatment of
the lady, but nothing transpired. THer husband
spoke not a word on the subject, and the other
surviving passenger knew nothing,  Enough that
she survived with her husband, and returned safely
and happily to Singapore. The wife and female
household of the Malay chief were assidnous and
untiring in their atfentions to the white lady.
She was a phenomenon to them ; they had never
seen one hefore, and regarded her with admiration
anid curiosity.  The chief's wife was loud in her
praises of her lady guest’s beauty, awiability, and
pleasing manners. These, in an English lady, always
e the sympathy and affeetion of the untutored
ws of barbaric regions.  The chief’s  wife
minutely related to the gallant captain all the dis-
tresses and anxieties of her fair charge. Delieacy
(a qualification better known iu the civilized world)
did not forbid her to open her whole thoughts to
my friend, and she proceeded, in accents of com-
miscration, to detail the state of the poor lady
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when brought from the sinking vessel. Tuan
Capitan,” said she, “hati Taram de likat” (My
heart sank at the sight,)

To' proceed, the Chinese convicts were duly
landed in Singapore, and lodged in Jjail. They were
tried at the Supreme Court for piracy and murder ;
but owing to a hot-headed judge laving impatiently
summed up to an unintelligent petty jury, the
prisoners were  brought in — contrary to plain
evidence—Not Guilty.  Thus they escaped  the
heavier punishment, and were transported to Bom-
bay on their original Tong-Kong sentences. [
watehed the proceedings with interest, and with
others felt considerable disgust at the termination of
this strange and romantie adventure. One con-
sideration had no doubt great weight with many
who gave the subject their mature inquiry—viz.,
that wo blood was spilt by the Chinese when once the
heat of the fray was aver.

U2



CHAPTER LI
AN ENGLISH SHIP TAREN BY MALAYS.

T eonduct of the Malay chief of the Natunas
was thought by the English Government to be as
praiseworthy as it was unexpected, that they did
not know how to make enough of him. Te was
pmceutm'l with such valuable presents, and treated
with such consideration, as to draw the notice of his
own Malay sovereign’s attention. This attention
was auything but favourable towards the vassal.
He was muleted heavily, and degraded (or having
presnmed to correspond directly with the Fnglish.
Thus the old Orkney adage was fullilled, « Trouble
comes of the shipuricked.”

While dwelling on the bright example of this
Malay chief. it is with sorrow that I now turn to an
instance of Malay ferocity. The conduct of the
Clinese conviets was humane beside that now about
to be related.

It was whispered about that an English vessel
had Deen cut off in the Straits of Malacea, but this
was surmise only, The truth at length came to
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Light thrangh a letter from the Rajab of Perak o
the English anthorities of Penang, which bore
information to the efleet, that he had seized certain
Mal:
English boat, and who at first could give no sufis-

s who had arrived in Lis country in an

factory account of themselves,  They allowed that
they had Delonged to an English ship, which was
burnt at sen,  They had  property with them
evidently belonging to Europeans, which exeited
suspicion ; so they were seized on suspicion, and
the whole affair then oozed out. A Malay cannot
keep a seeret Jrom a Malay, nor can they trust
cach other when several are concerned in a plot.

Phe mystery in all its details was soon in cireula-

tion, and [ give it as I heard it velated by natives
as well as by the press. The barque * Fawn,”
commanded and  officered by  Englishmen, and
manned by Malays, sailed from Singapore by the
Straits ,of Malacea.  The Inglishmen appeared
neither to understand the language nor the habits
of the Malays, so it was not to be wondered at that
a misunderstanding should arise.  There were two

sdish ladies on board, the captain's wife and her

At the time of the tragedy the vessel was
oft” the coast of Perak, and the first exeiting cause
was a trifling one—viz, the smoking of a cheroot.
From what small things do great arise!  The head
Malay, or tindal, as he is called, was smoking a
cheroot in the fore-hatchway, where he ought not to
have done so; and this act being seen by the chief
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officer, a rope’s end was applied across his bare back
by way of making dacky nderstand in absence of
the possibility of oral communication, Now, had a
Malay done this to an English sailor, Jack would
have up fist, and out with it at the moment; not
so with the Malay. The tindal, casting his cheroot
aside, stood as mute as a statue. The chief officer,
unconscious of danger, walked back to the poop ;
and little did he suspeet what turmoil was in the
heart of that motionless, silent Malay man. The
tindal was well known in the Singapore nafive
trade as a smart, active scaman ; his character had
been unimpeachable ; he had always been obedient
to his commanders; how then could ill have been
anticipated of him ?  Had the stroke heen in private
T believe no ill would have come of it; but it had
been given in presence of all his men,  The insult
stank in his very nostrils: it burned up his heart,
and extinguished all humanity there.  In its place
a demon, cruel and bloody, took possession, as the
sequel will show.  The erew bad seen the insult—
fow words passed that evening, for mischief was
brewing. No skill or artifice was necessary to take
possession of the ship, as the three Englishmen
were r' & Ofthe T N o ¢ l' $ad.

Tn the silent watches of the night, the officer in
charge of the watch was struck down from behind

and stabbed till he was dead. In the same instant

the captain and the other. officer, hearing a scuffle,

leaped out of their berths only to receive the same.
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fute, a grateful death to what was awaiting the two
innocent ladies. ‘The captain's wife had incurred
the dislike of the Malay crew owing to her inno-
cently having exucted certain cabin drudgery that
no Mahomedans will undertake for Christians. In
their demoniac spirit, the poor lady now in their
power was the object of their cowardly Satunic
revengo ; not the smallest atom of humanity scems
to have Deen left in their licentious bosoms. The
morose copper-coloured erew, whose spirit was little
understood by the poor ladies, had been trans-
formed into hellish fiends, susceptible of neither pity
LY FEmorse.

In their cabins they remained, the only slight
refuge from the murderers of their protectors. Their
little hearts palpitated with terror and the most
excruciating agony. The young delicate ladies, the
daughters of & happy, innocent, and secure English
home, where love reigned trinmphant, and where
they tripped about the peaceful green lanes, far
from all evil, now trembled from heart to knee
in the agony of despair. The dreadful act—the
murder of the captain—Dbeing accomplished, the
crew rushed down to the cabin, yelling and howling
fearfully.

Hall' dead even now, the ladies were carried on
deck and laid beside the weltering bodies of the hus-
band, brother-in-law, and officer. Here the demons
discriminated in the extent of revenge they were
about to exact from their weak innocent victims.
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They lowered a boat, and throwing the dead bo-
dies of the Englishmen into it fastened them to the
thwarts.  They then loaded the boat with kent-
ledge.  This done, they bound the young lady
hand and foot and lawered her down beside her
dead companions.  The worst cannot be related.
The body of the virtuous English wife they lowered
also down into the boat. They did not bind her,
because she was already dead! So much of the
drama having been enacted, the Malays now scut-
tled the boat, and the waters closed over the living
hody of one of England’s fair daughters and the
corpses of her fellow-voyagers. The other hoats
were now lowered and the ship set fire to.

The enactors of this horrid tragedy were duly
brought to justice hefore the Recorder's Court at
Penang.  The leader denied mot the charges and
pleaded no justification.  He said that death was
his desert, and he was prepared to suffer it. He
added that he had dea male (met an insult) before
his mates, and it was for them he died ; it was on
their account that the English were murdered. He
and the ringleaders were led to the gallows, and, as
far as they could in this world, expiated a crime
the most villanons and diabolical of which human
nature is capable.

The Malay, beyond all other nations, has a cha-
racter for treachery and bloodthirstiness.  His
secret heartstrings are but little understood amongst
the common run ot Englishmen, The above tale
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is an exposition of a common course of acts that
are fermed “treacherous.”  The Malay is high-
ryescent

spirited and careless of life, but he lacks effi
encrgy.  These attributes make him dangerous to ig-
norant and thowghtless Europeans, for awhen insulted,
tedd, he becomes miad with intey-

in the wanner abor
wal passion. Whereas in the bands of men who
know his temper and vature, and who judiciously
comport themselyes, even to strictness, he is pliant,
obedient, faithful, if not affectionate.



CHAPTER LIL
MALAY MUTINY SUPPRESSED.

Ax English vessel under the command of a Captain
Latta, sailed out of Singapore with a dozen or so of
Malay recruits, bound for Ceylon to join the rifle
corps there. The voyage proceeded prosperously
till the Straits of Malacea were about to be left.
The recruits were young men who had enlisted at
Singapore from various tribes of Malays frequenting
that emporium. The enlistment there was carried
on by an English lientenant and small native re-
eruiting party, born and bred in Ceylon. What
arts may have been used to induce the restraint-
Liating Maulay to join such a monotonous service I
do not pretend to tell ; but certain it is, as this
small party got to sea, they turned their forlorn
looks to the wooded shores of Malacea, where they
had been accustomed to gather the fampd and kale-
dang fruit from the tall forest trees. There they
roamed in savage liberty, which kind of life was
dear to them, and the more so as now they found
themselves unexpectedly in the iron grip of a
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Malayo-Cingalese sergoant, with whom they had no
sympathetic ties. They looked with longing eyes
at the receding shores ; u frenzy of regret overcame
them at the thought that they would never see
them more.  They found that they had sold them-
selves to strangers, and a death struggle must be
made to regain their homes and their liberty.

When a Malay intends mischief, he is silent;
and these brooded over their sad destiny in secref.
They were young men, so had not skill in con-
spiracy. The sun went down, and the night wateh
was set.  The captain had retired to vest; but, in
this case, due vigilance was observed. Suddenly
the young recruits sprang simultancously on the
officers and erew. They knocked down some, and
overpowered others ; but were held in check till the
captain and officers were called up. A native called
Saiboo, well known fo me, was one of the passengers,
who, like all sensible natives, kept out of the way
till one or other party was victorious. It is from
his narrations that I relate what followed. The
captain was a brave man, aud, being armed, he with
his officers soon beat back or shot down the Malays,
and drove them down into the fore hatch.

From hence the
well pinioned. This done, the captain put in for
Penang to deliver the mutineers over to the au-
thorities.

Calm and light winds protracted the ship’s pro
gress for three days, and, in the meantime, the

were called up, one by one, and
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Malays were kept pinfoned with the most unswerving
letermination. Long and loud was their wailing ;
nany were their protestations of repentance, and
leplorable were their prayers for merey : bub these
vere not listened to. Their bonds were cubting
nto their very flesh, and their agonies were exeru-
dating, but not a particle of mercy was vouchsafed
o them. Their piteous cries abated not a jot of the
aptain's unrelenting severity.

At length they were landed at the jetty in Pe-
wang ; but, on being delivered over to the authorities,
it was found that the prisoners had living bodics
hut dead limbs. Their bonds had stopped the cir-
sulation of blood, and mortification had long set in.
[heir lives could only be saved by amputation.
Ruch was the terrible remedy—such the fate of the
Malay mutineers, Several of them were to be seen,
for years, with no hands to eat with,—no feet to
carry them.

The captain was arrested and tried before the
Recorder's Court for his eruelty ; but he was ac-
quitted by a jury of his countrymen, who, in the
first place, could not but admire his bravery and
promptitude in saving his ship, passengers, and
crew, whose fate would have been death by the
kris. The jury also admitted the plea of want of
knowledge of the danger of binding the limbs, in
warm climates, where mortification and decomposi-
tion set in so rapidly—a fact likely to be overlooked
by a native of the temperate zone. Public opinion,
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at first, condemned the captain; hut the quiet and
orderly proceedings of an English conrt saved him.
It is difficult to say that the judgment was not a
correct one, when we reeur to the tragedy of the
“Fawn,” thongh, in point of time, this occurred
long subsequent to the trial of Captain Latta.



CHAPTER LITT,
A BLACK MAN MADE WHITE,

Durive the #ule of Governor Butterworth, he en-
deavoured to enlist the native independent princes
against the slave-trade,—a trade which has leen
ever active, from fime immemorial till now, over
the whole Malayan archipelago. The Governor's
endeavours culminated in o great achievement, viz.,
that af making e Wlack man white.  So extragrdinary
an event eannot be left ont of a full and true history
of the times.

The Rajah of Pahang, like a true Mussulman,
congidered slavery a necessary and comfortable in-
stitution, well suited to his own and his country’s
domestic habits and social economy. While he
held {hese views, he, at the same time, was anxious
to defer, if not to minister to the strange prejudices
on this subject entertained by his powerful white
friend, the governor of the Tiga boak negri (the
three settloments).  An opportunity soon occurred
for his making a great nawe ; for there was a boy
Dbelonging to some stranger Bugist, whose skin was




A BLACK MAN MADE WHITE. 303

g0 white that he would pass muster as being of
European origin.  He had been bronght from the
negro land of New CGuinea, where, no doubt, his
own parents sold him into slavery, as a prodigy of
no utility to them. But it was an eagy matter to
that the lad had been
~maid, on the coast af Java,

concoct another stor o
stolen from his nurs
by the [Hanoons.  This
idea that there might be Dufch parents in Java yet
bewailing the loss of their child. True, his eyes
were as short-sighted, red, and hatelul of daylight as
an albino’s ; and his largey
small forehead, his curly, crisp hair, his scaly skin,
and his prognathous jaws, were in exact keeping

sugeested the heartrending

inted, lanky fingers, his

with the conformation of the true negro; yet the
tule was so good w one, and the time so apportune,
to make favour with the eredulous governor, that
it must be hazavded.  Sooa letter was dispatched to
the S
tion in the gres

iits Government, promising hearty co-opera-
seheme for the extinetion of
ing, as a token of real earnest-
boy that had been
taken from some traders, and now waiting the dis-

slavery, and forwa

n the account of & poor whi

posal of the English authorities.

The Governor was delighted with the success of
his influence in quarters hitherto considered incor-
rigible, The finding of n white boy was also a
master stroke of fortune, which would form the im-
portant’ subjeet of a veport several quires in length
to the Supreme Government of India.  Perhaps a
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knighthood might yet be in store for the illustrious
name of Bufterworth. The steamer “Tooghly ™
was dispatched at onee to Pahang with orders to
accept the white boy, and fo use him with all due
care and tenderness.  The Binduhara of Pahang
had been just in his surmises. An important hit
in policy had been made ; and now the poor, miser-
able, neglected, ragged, Papuan albino, was sought
out of the bazaar, and handed over {o the bluff cap-
tain of the “Hooghly,” whose business, of course,
was to act, and not to think !

The « Hooghly ™ hove anchor, and returned with
her precious freight to Singapore, The boy was
carried ronnd all the public offices, to be stared at by
the wondering officials,  Old Burrows shook his
head, but wisely said nothing; and Willans was as
prudent in his case as in all others. The great
Butterworth said: < Ilere, Church, is a living ex-
wmple to posterity of the benevolence of my rule, in
that poor, degraded, filthy boy, snatehed from the
mthless pirates, whom my Government will never
now tolerate for a moment. Now we have gof him,
we must provide for him, as becomes his caste (for
Butterworth’s long residence in India had made him
half a Hindoo). T will in'tlie meantime write to
my friend, the Governor-General of Netherlands
Tndia, to search ont his parents, and what shall we
do with lim in the meantime?  The Indian navy
wants engineers— let us make him one.”

Tt is needless to say that no parents were found




A BLACK MAN MADE WHITE. 305

to own to the loss, so the boy was retained as an
apprentice in the engineer’'s department of the
Indian navy. T watehed his progress for several
years ; but, even then, his hands could neither hold
a file nor a pin: and le could never he made to
comprehend either veading or writing.  Tis future
fate T do not know.

He being a Papnan albino, T was interested in

sidl-

watching his ideas, motives, and actions, in his
den translation to the ruling class.  For a negro to
find himsell” suddenly an European was wn uneom-
mon cireumstance, and well deserved attention. He
asure, when his ragged native
costume was taken from him, and snow-white ghirt,
trowsers, waisteoat, and jacket fitted upon him, with
cap and shoes complete. Te strutfed about the

was elated heyond m

room examining each button, opening and closing
them, to the great merriment of himsel( and the by-
standers. He then stretehed out his urms and legs,
amusing himself in every possible manner.  Truly
he had found himsell a new man. Said he: “ They
called me a black man yesterday, but T am a white
man to-day. I am one of the white race that own
the big ships with the big guns that the Malays ure
so terrified for. A Malay man must now get out of
my wiy when I walk along the street.” Then he

would maveh up and down the raom, wabbling most
uncouthly in his tight;
uncomfortably fixed. e next darted down stairs

n which he seemed most

and ran into the strects, strutting and swagpering
X
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like a trme Briton. No longer did he bend and
cower like the poor denizen of the torrid zone. The
poor man of the Arabian Nights' Tales, who woke
one morning and found himself to be a king, could
not have been more extravagantly happy than was
the black man who was thus made white.




CHAPTER LIV.

WITAMIOA,

Tav Aun K
under the name of Whampon, is a fit subject of

or as he is known by Furopeans

notice before T bid good-bye to Singapore. e was
a Chinese of Canton: and, when I first 1'11L\V him,
ssisting his

he was a young, smart Chinese boy,
father in a large shop in China town, Singapore.
‘Whampou's trade was in supplying the shipping

with beef, bread, and vegetables, and, after a fow

years of perseverance, he became a first-rate mer-
chant and store-keeper.

But as 1 alwiys hated trade and detested the
musty odour of a godewn (warehouse), I need not

speak of Whampoa's concomitants ; T will speak of

Lim as T knew him in the chavacter of a friend and
a gentleman, T was acquainted with Whampoa for
years belore we became intimate. My first intimacy
commenced when [ was asked, along with other
friends, to his ovange garden at Toah Pyoh.? Tlere
a negleeted garden which Whampoen had bonght,
he soon eonverted into a tasteful belaetive, with its
X 2
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avenues, fruit orchard, hanging gardens, Dutch
walks, dwarf bamboos, and orange trees—its shrubs,
stags, and p ks—its aviary and gerie, all of
which displayed fine taste, a healthy, robust Jove
of the beantiful in nature, and of the artificial euri.
osities of horticulture. Whampoa s mind was that
of a country gentleman of the old school,—one
whom a Vandyke, a Poussin, or a Gainsborough
would have loved, admired, and sympathised with
in his pursuits. DBut these rural and horticultural
tastes were not the only accomplishments of Wham-
poa.  His business had brought him much in con-
taet with Buropean gentlemen, and especially with
officers of Her Majesty’s navy. A night or two af
‘Whampoa's country-house was a treat to a purser
of a three-decker, or cven to an admiral. And
Whampoa's hospitality knew no bounds, for the
many years that T had the pleasure of his acquaint-
ance. From constant contact with the officers of
the navy, and masters of the mercantile service, he.
had acquired an English sailor’s habits of thought
and style of conversation. These, ab times, though
manly and jolly, were more bluff than polished.
But what of that? The heart was sound and the
intentions generous. Many a happy party I have:
met at Whampoa's hospitable table, at both of his’
country-houses. The company was generally Euro-
pean, Chinese friends were occasional, nor did I ever
meet more joyous company, more truly pleasant
entertainment,
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The table was laid in the most approved European
fashion—crockery, silver, glass, viands and wines.
A sprinkling of the navy, with o modicwn of the
ion

mereantile, always tended to make convorss
spirited, intellectual; and intercsting 3 and when the
champagne had moved round, the song and the
langh resounded in the hall, and such jolly songs
and such hearty langhs ! Now Whampoa was in
his glory. He was a moderate man, and drank
sparingly, but he eaught the infection, and joined in
the fun. His turn for a song came. Here was o
poser.  His company did not know Chinese, and
he did not know an English song.  “ [t's all very
fine for you to ask me to sing; but I know you
will laugh at me.” He is still pressed, and his
good-nature overcomes his madesty.  He performs
a Clinese ditty. T shall not say Le sings one, for
that would not convey the idew to the English
reader. 1t would, in fact, be unhandsome of me to
compare Whampoa's song to anything. T have no
doubt it was a very good song—in Chinese. To his
English guests the notes sounded discordant, shrill,
and grotesque.  Those amongst the company who
were not habituated to Chinese music, had their
risible nerves affected to such a degree that their
situation was painful indeed. Tf a hearty burst of
laughter broke out, Whampoa was not the man to
take umbrage. He had seen too much of the world
not to understand  that cvery nation has its customs,
every people its peculiar notions.
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Whampoa visited his European friends, and T
Dad great pleasure in enterlaining him sometimes,
I was fond of painting, mnd Whampea, looking
round the dining-room covered with oil painfings,
would  exclaim, “Oh, Mr. , T wish T could
seratel as well ns yow”"  He spoke English fluently,
yet he had not that critical kuowledge of the
language as to enable him to distinguish between
words nearly alike, such as the difference hotween
serateh and sketeh, T used frequently to joke him
abouf this. s father was about to leave for
Ching; and Whampoa, with that filial love for
which the Chinese are distinguisheld, asked e,
saying—Oh, Mr. , Ao muke a seradel of my
father's face hefore he goes, so that 1wy hang it
up inmy hall.”

“ I will,” replied I, Jaughing, “scrateh lis face for
him—"

“Come, come,” said he, “no gammon; do it
like a good fellow.”

T need not say that T complied with the desive of
so dutiful a son, and I had the pleasure to see the
painting preserved with honowrable care and attach-
ment,

TReader, T am writing about a Chinaman—a man

who wore o long plaited tail hanging down from the
crown of his shaven head; who dressed in loose
silk or cotfon garments, and wore thick-soled shoes.
"The caricature of such n man may be scen on any
of your tea-cups or soup dishes, and China caddies.
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Once you knew him, you would easily perceive that
he was a man whose actions, motives, loves, joys,
and griofs wore all hinged on the same great priveiples
as your own, 'There was not a whit of difference.
"The first of Christian principles—that all are equal
in the sight of our Maker — was conspicuously
proved. T may add that, so far as T was acquainted
with Whampon, e was a man of upright conduct,
wlhiether in business or private life. T helieve that
he is still living, and it so, 1 hope that he still
vemembers the [riend who seratched his father's

face.

1 AL Ko i properls B Ab Ras e was born at
Wit tiear Carttors i henee s nickiaie
e Tow Payale off Serinigoon Romd




CIHAPTER LV
MALACCA ONCI MORE,

Mavaces, famed in Malayan and Porbuguese annals,
1as fallen from its high estate, and degenerated into
lie China baba's Brighton, Ilere the rich Chinese
nerchants of Singapore resort for pleasure and
ecreation ; here they makan angin (inhale the air),
md benefit by the change, from the close oflice and
tore, to the freedom of an idle town, in the same
way as do the manufacturers of Manchester or the
merchants of Liverpool scek renovated health in
the idle towns of Scarborough, Buxton, or Beau-
naris,

Malacea will repay w visit, for it has a history
ind reminiscences of the past.  The monwments of
Malayan empire are gone.  There is not a vestige,
excepting in the name, to reeall the deeds of Sultan
Mansur Shah: but of the succeeding rulers of
Malacen—viz., the Portuguese—a noble ruin stands
on St. Paul’s Mount, and there its grey-worn walls
vecall to memory the heroism of an Albuquerque
and the devotion of a Francis Xavier. The ruin
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now presents a perfect musenm of old worthic
rkable of
ve ol the
(15112 A veminis-
not now—a Pagin

recorded on theie tobs, the most vem

which s an old ot stone covering the

second ishap of Japan, da
. hut
empireon the verge of Christianity.  Here, along-

cence of what once was,

side ol the ancient bishop, are the bodies of the

magnates of the succeeding government—viz., th
of the Duteh.  Ilere !
merchants.  Here also lie the bodies of the Linded

the upper coopmen, or chiel

aristocracy, whose names have become household
cendunts yet bear
sts, perchance not their virtues.

words in Mulaeen, and whose ¢
their ere

There is more in Malacea than one at first sight
would imagine. It is an aviary full of the most
beautiful birds.  Birds of the most magnificent
plumage are found in its forests. It is a garden
full of the most luscious and rare lruit-trees.
Gardens and groves extend in all directions; and
ench fruity i its due se:
Its sea is like a piscatovium full of the most delicate
fishes, Its soil 15 full of the valuable tin ore: in its

son, delights the palate.

mountains are gold, and in its forests are gus,
drugs, and dye

But all this is nothing compared with the men of
Malacea.  Here is an ethnographical puzzle which
would pose a Pritchard, a Bunsen, and which, no
doubt, has puzzled o Crawfurd.  Here the Hindoo
features are most remarkably apparent in that Chi-
nese, with shaven head and long tail; there tl
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coal-black woolly-headed personage calls himself a
Portuguese; and yonder fair, flaxen-haired, hlue-
eyed youth says he is a Malay.  Again, that yellow-
kinned, oblique-eyed, flat-faced, snulinosed gentle-
wan says be is o Dutehman.  The climate of Ma-
1 is A surprising one in ereating such incongrui-

In two generations an Englishman becomes
rroy o Chinaman a Chitty, a Malay becomes a
Bralimin, and a round lusty German changes into
1 dried-up leather-jawed Arab,

The languages are soon forgotten, and all merge
nto the universal Malay.  Not to say that broken-
Duteh-English-and-Portuguese are not used; but
hese are enunciated in the Malay idiow, so that
ley ure so disguised as not to be understood ex-
epting by true-born Malacea men.

But the most amiable part of the Malacea man
s not heen mentioned ; this consists in his absence
i religious prejudice.  The Buddhist, Brahmin,
“atholie, Protestant, and Mahomedan, each assist
it each other's festivals, and join with ardour in the
eremonics, A cursory glance would convinee the
ooker-on that indeed men were all of cne mind
were, and that the coming event was about to
arive.  How could it be otherwise? Though Ma-
acca lias its representatives of all nations in the
vorld, yet they ure so mixed up with each other,
lat toleration on the broadest basis alone would
ecure the peace of society. The proud East India
Jompany’s eivilian is a blood relation of the babas,
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inchies, fombies, heers, and si-anons, He sils on

the very pillar of state, he is truly the Corinthian
capitad, resting on a particcoloured shaft and hase-
ment, glovious to behold, even though the shafi, be
not thoronghly cemented, and the basement may be
held fogether with mud.

I have said that Malaecy is the Ching baba's
Brighton—it is his Blysimn on carth, for here he
rolls in the lap of luxury, heve he lxurintes in plea-
sruble excitements suited to his tastes and instinets,
The Portugnese hand is engaged for hoating excur-
sions and pic-nic parties.  The drum beats moerrily,
and the file sounds cheerily.  The balls and suppers
of Bnglish watering-places are unknown here: the
Chinwnan loves to keep all the delights of female
soiety o himsell.  However tolerant he may be to
the outsi
weak and jealous as a lascivious mind and lewd ten-

o world in other matters, in this le is as

dency ean make hin.

A few miles distaunt from Malacea are the Water
Islands, a great place of resort for the Malays on
To

this island, which is covered with wood, and which

the occas

s of the Mahomedan feast of the goat

is fonr mi
Malays re,
with their families, and camp on the shore, to feast,

s distant from the shore, thousands of
air from all parts.  They come in hoats,

make merry, and enjoy themselves in colleeting
shells and catehing fish,  Iere families’ make ac-
quaintance, and young men find partners. A con-
stunt hum of rejoicing continues for days; what



16 LIFE IN THE FAR EAST.

vith musieal instr ts, singing, dr ing, and
ddling, the very island seems a living surface.
“he waters of the Straits being calm as a mill-pond,
nd the island being well out from the shove, the
cene is such as is seldom to be wilnessed in
ther parts of the world, This gathering is a cus-
om peeuliar to Malacea people, and deserves notice.

have since heard that a holy man from Mecea has
ut a stop to the eustom, for what reason is best
nown to himself.

ot SEPoal’s Clureh,

200 alip by (b il whor was alivionsls (liiking of (e
sptaere i Malices by Albaguoraqae i 1300 Boekles e lie Anee
otiel star of O Times in Sémgupore. . 190 gives 1o wonliog
o the tombstone, inehading o date, 1508,




CHAPTER LVL
SUNGEI BAROO.

Ox a certain day T had returned from the interior
of Lingei River, and was now anchored off Pan-
gallan Ballah, whose white glistening sands and
smooth bay enticed me to land; but my Malay
crew deseribed a place far into the country as being
well worthy of a visit, so I determined to push on
and make the recommended examination, The Pen-~
gulu Mukim Kadir Meyden was sought out, and he
at once agreed to go along with us, to show the
road and point out curiosities. We proceeded for
four or five miles through a low serub—a fit retreat
for the snake, the tiger, and the elephant, but we en-
countered none. I soon found Kadir Meyden to he
an agreeable and obliging companion. He was an
Indo-Malay, and was very loquacious and minute
in his description of Sungei Baroo, and of all the
gardens, families, properties, &e, &c., so that we
were pretty well acquainted with it before we
arrived. The day was a warm one, the vertical
rays of the sun beat down on our heads, but a
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Chinese paper umbrella, which T always carried over
me, eénabled me to defy Apollo in all his majesty
and greatness, Kadir Meyden was a lean active
man, of fifty or fifty-five years of age. I was de-
lighted to see something purely rustic in Malacea
territory, and Kadir Meyden was the example.
Neither indolence mor voluptuousness was de-
picted in his features; he had either been rice-
planting or gardening all his life.

Having penetrated through the serub, we came
upon a cocon-nut grove.  “ Tere,” said Kadir
Meyden, “tuan (you), sir, shall have a drink of the
nicest cocon-nut milk grown in Sungei Baroo. It
is as sweet as syrup, and fit beverage for my white
friend.”  On this, with surprising agility, le
mounted one of the tallest stems, and pulling off
a full bunch, he brought it carefully down with
him to the ground. With his billhook he soon
pared the husk off the nuts, and making a hole
in the end of them, presented me with as agreeable
a treat as T ever had. The milk was sweet and
deliciously refreshing, after our long wallk in the
sun; and after having drunk off the milk, we cut
the husk in two, and scraped out the soft kernel,
which, being young, had not yet hardened. This
is not only wvery palatable, but very nourishing.
Having refreshed ourselves, and rested awhile, we
now dived info the umbrageous fruit plantations
with which Sungei Baroo abounds. Here all Ma-
layan fruit-trees were to be seen in the greatest per-
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fection,  “There," said Kadir Meyden, “is a sereo
vine of such gigantic proportions that it is the sole
support of the widow woman who owns it.”’

Having examined the wonderful vine, we pro-
cecded on our way, and soon emerged into the heau-
tiful valley Sungei Baroo, at this time covered with
golden rice-crops, just ready to be cut. The valley
was serpentine; and was hounded, on either side,
by rich fruit and palm groves. The sun was now
descending, and cast its rich and mellow rays over
the landscape, burnishing the middle-ground with
gold and warm sienna tints, and the distance with
purple. The view was most lovely; and I ex-
claimed, in my enthusiasm, “ Truly this realizes the
poet's fancy, and excels the painter’s imagination | "

“Well,” said T, “ Kadir Meyden, if there werea
spot in the Far East that T could settle down in with
happiness and contentment, it would be here. It
is a lovely oasis in the wilderness of forest. Nature
almost spontaneously provides for your every want,
Tam sure you must be the happiest man alive, to
be a mative and a land-owner in this magnificent
retreat !

This allusion to Kadir Meyden's private feclings
tonched a discordant note.

“Ah, Sir!"said he, “T am just out of Malacea
Jail. T had ruma tangah, harta banda, bindany dan
kuboon (house, valuables, rice-fields, and planta-
tions) ; but T mortgaged them to a chitty to pay
the expenses of my son’s wedding, My somns are
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lazy, libidinous, and profligate; my daughters had
to be portioned to obtain suitable matches for them ;
so that, what with one expense and another, added
to the usurious bunga wang (interest), T have heen
reduced to poverty ; and bad it not been for the
agsistance of Berchy ——, the Dutchman, 1 should
not, have had either food or drink, 1am a poor,
miserable man; and, as to my neighbours, if they
be not meddling with eael other’s wives, they are
ham-stringing each other's buffuloes, or smoking
opium, gambling, and cheating.”

With this practical account of the state of Sungei
Baroo as it was, 1 thought little more of what it
appeared to be,—the old adage was cxemplified,
that it is not all gold that glitters. 1f T moralized
that evening, as we returned tothe beach, it was on
the vanity of human desives, the futility of human
wishes.

1. Now st L




CHAPTER LVIL
THE KISSANG.
Tur British tervitory of Malacea is bounded to
the south-east by the Kissang river. I think this
river worthy of notice, even though of smull

importance ; for on its banks are disclosed, in an
eminent, degree, all the wild
Malayan country. It is entered from the sea over

ures of a primeval

very extensive mud-flats, which are infested with
alligators.

It was at three o'clock one morning when T at-
tempted to get into it by means of a small cance,
manned by four Malays. Small as our canoe was,
we stuck on the bar; and so afraid were the Malays
of the alligators, that they would not venture out
of the canoe to push it over, so we had to wait
patiently till the tide rose. Onee inside the bar, we
found the Kissing a dull sluggish river, hounded
by mangroves for several miles up.  After this,
alternate lalang (long grass) plains succeeded tall
forests. The forests here abound in clephants and
rhinoceroses.  Snakes and

serpents hang on the
Y
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jutting branches of the forest trees, and alligators
flont in the water. There being very few inhabit-
ants, the beasts of the forest, and reptiles of the
waters, have it all to themselves. In the forests
the trumpeting of the elephants was frequently
heard, and also the rash of the rhinoceros through
the tangled branches.  The alligators were so tame
that we struck them with our paddles before they
would condescend to sink to the bottom. This
afforded great sport to the Malays, who hate the
reptile, and ave glad to get a poke at him,  We as-
cended till within a few miles of Gunoug Ledang
(Mount Ophir), a majestic mountain, towering over
the adjacent hills and plains. Here the scenery was
magnificent, wild, and mgged. The forest trees,
reaching two hundred feet in height, rose out of
the foreground, in most fantastic order, and huge
creepers and orchideous plants hung to them in
graceful festoons. Such scenery as this presented
many u study for the admirer of nature.

To those who would searelt fur glimpses of majestic
tropical seenery, wild and uncultivated, the Kissang
is worthy of attention ; and if’ the visitor be a sports-
man, the wild animals of the forest will give him
ample scope.

1 N gpiedt Resing



CHAPTER LVIIL,
ABDULLA BIN ARDUL KADER MOONSHEE.

Tuere was one man of note in Malacen, and he
shall be the subject of the prosent sketch. His
proper address is given above; hut he was hetter
known amongst the natives as Abdulla Padre—that
is, Abdulla of the pricsts or missionaries, He was
a teacher of the Malayan language, by profession ;
and his name must he long assoeiated with the first
English missionaries to the Far Fast: for he gave
them active assistance, both as their teacher of the
langnage, and as the translator of their printed
Scriptures.

He did a rare thing amongst the Malays.  He
wrote an ample autobiography in the Malayan
language ; and in it he informs us as follows, which
I translate for the benefit of my readers :—

“Now my ancestor was an Arab of the country
of Yemen, and by race he was a Yemenite. His
name was Ahdul Kader, and his profession was that
of a teacher of langnages and religion, And it
eame to pass that he left Yemen and came to the

¥ 2
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leeward countries (7.0, to the East), and settled at
the town of Nagore; and having tanght the people
there for some time in the above subjects, he took
to himself a wife. By her he had four sons,—one
named Mahomed Abraim, another named Mahomed
Deesa, another Noor Mahomed, and the fourth Zain
Alabeedin. And it cume to pass that he died ; and,
after he was dead, his sons journeyed to these leeward
parts.  He that was called Mahomed Abraim came
to Malacea; and he took a wife, whose grandson T
am.  Her name was Perbaji. and she was the
danghter of Sheik Meerali.  To her was born my
father, and to whom they gave the name of Ahdul
Kader, so as to be named after his grandfather.
And the three other brothers went to Java, (of
whom) Mahomed Deesa went to Amboyna, where
he had wives and children,  Noor Mahomed went
to the country of Sadayoo, where he had children
and grandehildren s and Zoin Alabeedin went to
Samarang, where he stayed with his children till he
died,

“Ta proceed, my father maintained a respectable
position in Malacea, so when he had finished read-
ing the Koran, he studied Tamul and arithmetic;
and when he had perfected himself in these, be
commeneed to trade; taking soods into the interior
of Malieea, buying and selling.  And he followed
this ocenpation for some time, now trading, af other
{imes teaching the people in the interior in the
modes of veading and praying, and such like, also as
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to the things pertaining to the rveligion of Iskamn,
Under sueh  civewmstances, he hecame a great
favourite with the people, so they got a wife for
him, and besides appointed him preacher in a
village called Lobih Kupang.  He remained there
[or some time, and then shifted to Sungei Baroo,
being resident there as. preacher.  Here o son was
born to him, called Malomed Ally, also a daughter

named Shereefeh.

“Now my father was learned in Hindee, also in
writing and accounts ; further, as rogards languages.
especially the Malay. In' this he was apt in writing
and composing, also in letter writing to Malay
princes. Such was the mode of his making « living
at that time. He also taught an English gentleman
ealled Mr. Marsden (the famous Malay scholar) in
Malay grammar.  And that gentleman gave him a
certificate as a prool of this, And T have got this
certificate in my father's chest.  And I showed it
to Missionary Thomson ; for at that time 1 did not
know a single word of English, especially the
writing. And when Mr. Thomson saw it, he said
“'This is called a *character,” in the Knglish lan-
guage, given to your father by Mr, Marsden, the
same that composed the Malayan dictivnary. A
token of his having been taught by your father for
a period of twenty months in Mal

“Now after this, all my father’s relatives in
Malacca were very desirous that he should marry in
Malacca, and it happened that my father fell into a
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dangerous sickness.  So the men ol Malacea went,
and futehed him to Malseen.  After this he got
divorced from his wife of Sungei Baroo, and some
time alter

rds, on his return to Mulueea, they got
him married to my mother in Malicea,  This was
in the year of the Hegira 1200, My mother's race
was Hindoo, their native country was Keddah, and
when her friends came to Malacea they became
Mahomedans.  So she was born al Malacea, and
lier name was Sulama.”

So much for Abdulla’s antecedents. At the time
T knew him, he was a man of abont fifty years
of age. He was a teacher of the Malayan language,
and 1 was his pupil.  He was very desirous that I
should translate his autobiography into English, but
I then had no leisure for such a work. Tt would
have filled two lurge-sized volumes.  Abdulla was
tall, spare, energetic, of bronze complexion, oval
faced, high-nosed, and cross-eyed. He spoke broken.
English, but understood it pretty well in general
conversation,

He had served in Sir Stamford Raffles” office as a
Malay writer, but his principal connection was with
the English Protestant missionaries, who were sent
out some forty or fifty years ago by the London
Missionary Society, and it was interesting to observe
the effect of such a connection on his mind. He
was a staunch Mahomedan, yet, notwithstanding
this, it was clearly perceptible tiut his opinions had
been much modified, He held some of the mis-
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stonaries in the higl pect, especially  Mr.
Milne, of the Anglo-Chinese College at Malieca.
Under them, Abdulla dad learnt @ frecdom of thought
andd an indeprndent tors net often found in the southern
Asiaties.

We had frequent arguments, religions and meta-
physical. Polygamy was evidently a subject shunned
by him, not that he did not adhere to the Mohame-~
subject, but that it was
disapproved of by the missionaries, his employers.

dan law and practice on this

The cvils of polygamy were less apparent to bim than
to the Ewropoan,  Hi unents in support of it
besides the law of the Koran, were much the same
as: those adduced by Bruce, the Scoteh Abyssinian
o old
at the age ol twenty-five, while the man was young
till he was fifty-five. Hence, if 2 woman and
man marry at fifbeen, as they generally do in the
tropics, nature had ordered just four women for one
man. Another argument was, the impossibility of
cherishing o woman who might turn out dis-
agreeable, wicked, or quarrelsome. Under circum-
stances such as the above, it were better to divoree,
or get another. He would at the same time state,
as [ was already aware, that the poorer classes of
Malomedans rarely had more than one wife at a
time, but admitted that they were much given to
divorce and re-marriage.  Further, where there was
so much poverty, a quarter of the population only
could afford to marry : thus, by allowing a plurality

traveller, viz,, that women, in the tropics, w
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of wives to the rieh, the helpless women were pro-
vided for without shame ov disgrace fo themselves,
and thus many were rescued from degradation, loath-
some disease, and premature deatl. To this T would
reply that prostitution was as common in Mahome-
dan countries as in any other, and that unnabuval
crimes were more $0 3 and even il this were not the
case, that his arguments in no way detracted from
the high moral tore and standard that is given to
society by the example of virtuous husbunds aud
wives vemaining faithful to each other till death
separated them. Such an example promoted virtue
in the ehildren when this was the standard of morals
in all families; that a nation made up of such
families must be strong in its integrity, faithful to
its responsibilities, honourable in its destiny. When
we regard the Mahomedan nations of the earth, we
must admit that they have rather been strong to
overturn and destroy, than to conserve and pro-
mote civilization and prosperity.  They had
never permanently overcome strong nations, but their
sway bad been confined to weak and effeminate
ones,

But let that pass, and look to individual families.
The father who has several wives and concubines,
in what manner can his children look upon him and
ench other? They must look upon him with dis-
respect, and on each other with distrust. The sons
of different living women are the sons of vivals in
affection, so they become the rivals of each other.
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A house divided against itself” ghall be the heritage
of the stranger.

The sons cast the imputation of lawa nafsu
(sensuality) on the father that gave them life, The
father sees the sons following in his own footsteps,
and dare not advise or restrain (this touched poor
Abdulla to the quick).  Thus, again, the parent is
divided from his sons by a great gulf.  When he
grows old he is lonely in his afiluence, and his
great anxiety is to huild his own tomb, so that his
body may not be east to the dogs.  He cannot trust
this sad filial office to those that fllow him.  Ab-
dulla would now be ont of all patience, and would
get angry, so we would have little more to say fo
each other that rl:x):, but he would come the next
day to attack what he was convineed was the weak

poiut of Christianity.

Having settled down to our task, next day,
Abdulla would not be Tong in sugwesting that as we
argued on polygamy yesterday, we should have a
tallk over the Trinity to-day.  He would continue -
“There is no God but one God, is the trne fuith.
Thi

possibility, it is an absurdity, that one ean be three,

msistent with reason, for it is a moral im-

three ducks in the hazaar, and
am told that there is only one duck.  Now, muster,
how do you get over this

< Well, Abdulla,” 1 would say, I donot prefend
to be learned in theology, nor is i

and three one. 1 buy

possible for me
to explain all the mysteries of our faith. The very
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name of God the Almighty, the Incomprehensible,
the Omniscient and Omnipotent, would suggest the
profanity of attempting to lay open and explain all
the mysteries of our great Creator. Suffice it for
me to say, that the Trinity in Unity is a matter of
faith in which millions of Christians live and die.
The foundation of their belief is in their holy
Scriptures.  But if this answer does not satisfy, as
probably it does not, 1 again ask you, if you think it
necessary to understand everything that you believe ?
You cannot say that it is; for even the profoundest
philosophers could not attain to a knowledge of
the origin of the universe. They cannot give you a
measure of the smallest fraction of eternity, God is
Bternal. Then how could they apply human reason
to unfold and explain the Bternal Deity, the great
Maker of all?  Philosophers do name and classify
the component elements of God's works, and
cxamine their relations and qualities.  Of their
eveation, they can know nothing, mnch less then of
their Creator.

“In your autobiography, [ see you have made a
happy illustration of the knowledge of mankind. Tt
is much akin to another made by the great Dr.
Chalmers,  He compares man to one laoking out
from the bottom of a deep well. You haye com=
pared him to a frog below a cup, the interior of the
cup you call man’s range of thought. You have
made it to be very limited.

“You say ‘seeing is believing,' and that you are
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not bound to believe what your eyes do not see,
that your hands do not feel, nor that your ears do
not hear.  Then look at that moon just rising over
the sea horizon. You say, that its upper limb is
above the horizon ?”

“Certainly,” said Abdulla, “ because I see it, so
T believe it, and not otherwise.”

WL said 1, thongh T see it, T believe that
it is not above the horizon. Tt only appears to be
ahove the horizon to your sight; but it actually is
not.  And had you studied the works of God, as
displayed in the science of astronomy, you would
be of my belief. Tt is what is calle
makes the moon appear to be above the horizon,

before it actually is.  Then why objeet to the doe-
trine of the Trinity.
cannot account for
“Well,” said Abdulla, « yon must not olject to
my faith either, for I have ouwr holy Seriptures in
the Koran for my guide.”
“Very good,” said T, * Abdulla; then refrain

becanse your mind, and mine,

from calling our holy mysteries absurd.”

“But,” he wonld add, “ you surely do not helieve
that Jesus conld be the Son of God. Te was only
a man ; thongh we adiit that hie was the greatest
of the prophets.  He could surely never be God's
equal. Our faith teaches us fo call oarselves famba
Allah (God's slaves). It would be profanation to
say that even Jesus could be anything else in this
world.”
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T replied, T must give much the same answer
as previously, I God made the universe,—if He be
the Almighty,—then it [bllows that all things must
be possible with Him, even to His only-begotten Son
appearing in the actual man, whose image is of
God.  We are tanght in our holy Seriptures to eall
God our Father; we are, thercfore, His children.
Youare faught to eall yourselves Hisslaves.  Thus
our religion must be the better of the two, as it
brings us nearver to Him."

Such were our diseussions,  They may be erude,
but the heat of argument and zeal was not the less
on either side.  Abdulla, though so long under the
tuition of Protestint missionaries, and thougl: well
acquainted with the New Testument, was never
converted ; and I have sinee learned that he died
in the faith of the Koran, He seemed to be con=
vineed that it was suflicient for him.  Burrows has
said {hat the faith of the Mahomedan is strong.
We may revert to the sulject again.

V. Abdidl's auatoliiogrphy: Phonvson evontually id minslite:
e antalingiaphy it English e dhapter wotes for Chuprer
ANAVIL g 200,

THE END.
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